












« 





POTS he Oe 
pa AT FG 
ep soe 





ana 














e THE 


WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 











Vou. XV. N° 365—18% Year.] LONDON, OCTOBER 16, 1866. 


op 15s.in Advance ]DOUBLE No. 
per Ann. 18s. Credit, Price 1s.} 








COAL. Analysis by Dr. Fyrez, M.D.:— 
9746 cubic feet of gas per ton of coal. 
26-candle gas. 
134 ewt. coke per ton of coal. 
N.B.—Ramsay’s Cannel most resembles the Mar- 
quis of Lothian’s Cannel, but superior as to coke. 
RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
Do. GARESFIELD COKE, 


Ramsay's NEWCASTLE CANNEL 


||RAMSAY’S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 


GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. 

FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 

FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 

The Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
ae io“ excellent quality, and no expense spared in 
pe aoeey article. 

The FIRE-BRICKS (marked “‘ RAMSAY”) are to be 
geen in all parts ci the world, and’ the works are the 
most extensive in the Kingdom. 

Manufactories: DERWENTHAUGH, SWALWELL, and 
Hgssurgn Quay. Offices: Broap CHARE, NEW- 
CASTLE-UPON-TYNE. Address, G. H. Ramsay. 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO., 





|| Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the 


Government, and of the 
IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS. 


These Meters are warranted to measure correctly 
and not to vary, and have come into general use more 


* 4) rapidly than any Meters hitherto manufactured. 


1862, 





CLASSES X, anp XXXI. 


CLass X.—" For ingenuity, completeness, and effi- 
ciency of apparatus used in measuring gas, and 
for excellence of material and workmanship.” 
Crass XXXI.—* superiority of construction and 
workmanship.” 

Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on applica- 
tion to Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road, Pimlico, 
Lonpow, 8.W.; 15, Market Street, MANCHESTER ; 
or 127, Boulevard de Magenta, Paris. 


IMPROVED GASLIGHT. 


Ample experience has proved that, by carburetting 
common gas, its iNeminating power may be doubled or 
even tripled, and its pt greatly } d. Wax 
candles and oi} lamps in consequence are being rapidly 
superseded, and gas is now in many private houses 
and mansions where formerly it was not tolerated. 






















} 








Information as to the apparatus, fluids, &c., may be 
had of Gro. Glover and Co,, or CARLESS, BLAGDEN, 
jjand Co., Hackney Wick, N.E. 











J BLAYDON BURN, NEAR WEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
Were the only parties. to whom a Prize MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for ‘Gas 
Rerorts and OTHER OBJECTS in Fire-CLay,” and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBITION of 1862, the Prizz Mepat for “Gas 
Rerorts, Fire-Bricks, &c., for EXcELLENCE of 
Quatirty.” 

J.C.and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS, 
Coal Office, 
Quay Sips, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FERST PRIZE | 





N THE PARIS EXHIBITION, 


‘ 






>a 


Joux RUSSELL AND €CO,,. 


THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 


KS, 
* WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 
Boilers. 

J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocka, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


LEGG’S TREATISE ON 
COAL GAs 


The Fourth Edition is NOW IN COURSE OF 
DELIVERY. Subscribers whose names have been 
sent to the Office of the Jocrnat or Gas LIGHTING 
are requested to remit the amount of their-subscrip- 
tion per Post Order, payable to WILLIAM B. Kina, 
11, Bolt Court; Fleet Street, Lonpon. - 

If the Volume is required to be sent into the coun- 
try, the subscription (15s.) should be accompanied with 
the further sum of 6d. to pay for securely packing and 
booking thesame: The price to Non-Subscribers is 21s. 





OSEPH COWEN and CO, 


‘BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Wiliam COCHRAN CARR begs 


most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial,and Continental Gas Companies for theirpa- 
troage for several years past, and’ to intimate that 


| has rebuilt and wets 4 Satageive premises for 


position Tubes 
article required in the erection of Gas- Works. 





Manufacture of CLA RTS; and thatheis now 
prepared to execute thelargest orders.with punotuali 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY iLORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRIOKS, and-all-other 
Articles in Fire-Olay, executedon-the shortest notice, 
and on the'mdst reasonable terms." © ~~~" ~~ 

London A : JAMES LAWRIE &’CO., 

63, OLD Broap Street, City, LONDON. 





oT”n 
HE “LOTHIAN” CANNEL COALS. 
These Cannels are extensively used in the Gas- 
Works of Edinburgh, where the illuminating power of 
the gas is the higliest in Britain. 
The yield per ton is 12,573 cubic feet ; illuminating 
power 33'8 standard candles ;, coke per ton 1046 lbs. 
Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Forth, 


AX2SHIRE £ANNEL COALS. 
~ These C; ’ . 


Palsy, and. obber Gee- Woda Ue West Coast of 


in the 
For prices and other information, apply to’ Mr. JouN 
Romans, C.E., 53, Feederick Street, EDINBURGH. 


‘The yield per ton Is 10,850 0 2 rakes: 
wer 
Poporty of Shipment, | the Firth orn 


Prize Medal 
Holders, 
WILLIAM BLEWS AND SONS, 
9, 10, 11, and 12, NEW BARTHOLOMEW STREET, 
BIRMINGHAM; 


AND 38, WEST SMITHFIELD, LONDON; 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
METAL AND GLASS CHANDELIERS, &c., 
IN THE PUREST STYLE OF ART. Also of 
IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS, 
FOR GAS. STEAM; AND WATER}, 
Steam*and other Cocks ‘in Geat-Metal and Brass; 





Established 
A.D. 1782. 


.“Stocas, Taps, and Djes; Gas-Hooks and Barners ; 


Brass, Copper, aud~ Com sand every: 


ALL WARRANTED, 





are the following :— 


imperfectly secured, when the 
replenished with water. 


notorious the Wet Meter presents. 


herto. manufactured. 











1, Inaccurate measurenient, and varying registration. 
2. Jumping of the lights, and their sudden extinction. 


3. Escapes of gas through the plugs being left out, or 
iene : Py et Meter has been 


4. The gas passing without being registered at all. 
5. The temptations and facilities to fraud which it is 








CLASSES X. & XXXI. 





GEORGE GLOVER & CO’S. 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERS. 


The advantages of these Meters are best appreciated by a consideration of the evils they avert. The more prominent of these evils 


6. The damage to house property which the imprac- 
ticable attempt to keep the lights from jumping, 
by giving all the pipes a gradual ascent from the 
Meter, so as to admit of the water trickling back 
into it, necessarily occasions. 

7. The waste of gas-from the higher pressure required 
te work Wet Meters, the possibility of the water 
freezing, and their axles and moving: parts be- 
coming corroded. 


These faults, characteristic of the Wet Meter, and fruitful in annoyance, interruption to business, pecuniary loss, and danger, are en- 
tirely averted by the use of George Glover and Co.’s Patent Dry Gas- Meter. : 
It.is, besides, more durable than the Wet Meter; and they maintain it in good working order for five years, free of cost to the purchaser; 
and for any number of years, at half the expense at which the Wet Meter can be maintained. : 
) As regards accurate measurement, correct registration, the absence of temptation to fraud, safety, convenience, and economy, the 
{| Superiority of their Dry Meter is admitted; and it has.come more rapidly into use, both in this country and abroad, than any 


eter 


The prices may be compared favourably with those of any meters in the market; and they are lower than most, 


List of Prices, and all Particulars, may be obtained on Application. 
\RAN ELAGH WORKS, RANELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO, LONDON, 8.W.: 


127, BOULEVARD DE.MAGENTA; PARIS; AND 15, MARKET STREET, MANCHESTER. 
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wemomeas|\¢LOBE METER-WORKS. 
LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- FA 





NOW READY, 


TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1865, price 2is., bonnd 
in eleth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. 11. TIT., 
IV., V.. VL. VIL, VIII, 1X., K., KL, Kil., and XI. 
on sale. 
W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, FLeetT Street, E.C, 


GaAs LEGISLATION, 1866, 








Now ready, 
Reports of the Proceedings before Select Committees 
of Parliament. 


ALDRINGTON, HOVE, AND BRIGHTON GAS, and BRIGHTON 
AND HOVE GENERAL GAS BILLS—price 2s., by post 2s. 1d, 
SHEFFIELD UNITED GAS BILL—price 1s., by post Is. 1d. 


WANDSWORTH AND PUTNEY GAS BiLL—price 1s., by 
post Is. ld. 


IMPERIAL AND EQUITABLE GAS BILL—price 1s., by 
post Is. ld, 


CHATHAM, ROCHESTER, &c., GAS BILL—price 1s., by 
st Is. Id. 


NEATH, BRYNMAWR, & WORKSOP GAS BILL—price 2s., 
by post 2s. 1d. 














London: Wi111aM B. Kina, ll, Bolt Court, FLeer 


—_ NEWTON & BRADDOCK, 


RATING OF GAS & WATER PIPES. MANUFACTURERS OF 
Now ready, price 2¢,, per post 2s. ld., 


RELORT of the Appeal of the| STATION METERS, CONSUMERS METERS, &c, 
PHEENIX GAS COMPANY v. LEE (West 


Kent Quarter Sessions, January, 1865), with the r » 

Special Case th:reon, and Judgment of the Court of L D Ex A MM > 
Queen’s Bench. 

London: WILitAm B. KING, 11, Bolt Court, FLeer = | REDUCED PRICES OF 


STREET, E.C. | 
menage omen le BRYAN DONKIN & CO/’S 
is hora ~ IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
AGRICULTURAL VALUE ; WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS 
OF in , Ae: from 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 12s. per inch diameter 
REPUSE GAS LIME. = ‘i ’ po of peer with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 
= a nm application. 
By PROFESSOR VOELCKER, | iin) Uh These Valves are all proved on both sides to30 Ibs. on the square inch 
Professor of Chemistry to Se Sat Agricult i h hefore leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 
Society of England. } ’ Valves made with Outside Racks to order. Also, Screw Water-Valves 
Price 10s. per 100, or by post, 10s. 6d. fiat with Gun-Metal Faces. 
London: Witu1aM B, Kina, 11, Bolt Court, FLEET ( BRYAN DONKIN & C@., 
Srreet, E.C. \ ENGINEERS. 


sare ae NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 














RUTTER ON GAS LIGHTING. 
Just Published, Feap. 8vo., pp.71, sewed, price 6d., 
AGES of GAS in PRIVATE 
ADVANTAGES of 6: F. & C. OSLER, 
A Hanpy Book ror Gas ConsuMERS: ny 45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
TELLING THEM WHAT TO DO vai, F ES ee z 
AND WHAT NOT TO DO, Hi Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingaam— Established 1807, 
Br J. 0. N. RUTTER, F.B.A.6. vale: MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
A new and revised edition, and the 195th thousand, j \ LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
LONDON: HID, | 
Vintve Broruers AND Co., 26, Ivy LANE, PaTER- F hosts ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 
NOSTER Row, and all Booksellers. 1866. iP ; Made from * ean apne Dgsiens), i Guiass BRANCHES, yy 
For distribution by gas companies, the price is y ‘ r DRAWING-ROOMS and BALL-ROooMS. e more extensive use of Gas in 
2 i . 3 y ; rivate dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLER to direct their particular atten- 
a rae Haliticcz . Fon to the pn 2d vo of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 
Oey lal See og general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
Crown 16mo, pp. 20, Koz <1 ~ a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 


AS IN DWELLING-HOUSES: a ae HEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BaLt Rooms LiguTED By EsTIMaTE 
| Irs Uses, CONVENIENCES, AND ECONOMY. ON THE LowEsT TERMS. 
A revised and enlarged edition, and the 52nd thousand. 


Price—1000 copies, £3 10s.; 500 copies, £1 17s. 6d.; JOSEPH BOULTON, 


any smaller number at 8s. 6d. per 100. 
‘| When 1000 copies are ordered, the official title, scale 80, KING’S CROSS ROAD, axp 


of prices, and other information relating to the busi- " [PEE KE 
per of the Company, will be printed A the covers 10i, GREAT PERCY ST REET, CLER NWELL. c 
without extra charge. Manufacturer of the Patent Dry and Improved Unvarying Water-Line Gas-Meters and Station-Meters, 

All orders and inquiries for the last-mentioned Governors, Experimental Meters, and Pressure Gauges, on the most improved principle. 
=> addressed to the AurHoR, Black Rock. | O77 Meters thoroughly repaired, and altered to meet the requirements of the Act of Parliament, 
— ALL METERS WARRANTED. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, JAMES MILNE & SON, 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, GAS ENGINEERS, 


Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 


in general use In One and, Water Works, including Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gasfittings Manufacturers, 
Branches, and Gebanedl ada, bade ila EDINBURGH, axp 
og Ce 


N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columus, 2, KING ED WW. ARD STREE Tv ° 


Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ote ettention. NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 


CHARLEs Horstey, Agent. 


























LAMBERT BROTHERS, Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every 
WALSALL, description of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 

MANUFACTURERS OF GAS TUBES & FITTINGS, 

BRASS GAS JOINTS, BRACKETS, ao A R T I IN r) —} 


~gpeceenyeee ll LEE MOOR PORCELAIN FIRE-BRICKS, 


Containing no Lime, and only °45 of Oxides, resist the strongest heats, and will last for Gas- Works 
longer than any others. 


Samples and prices sent, and the highest references given, on application to 


MARTIN BROTHERS, 
Number One, 12s, ST. AUSTELL, CORNWALL. 
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PATENT ANTIMONY PAINT. 


MADE ONLY BY 


GEORGE HALLETT & CO., 


296, ROTHERHITHE, LONDON, S.E. 














This Paint having been in general use over four years (especially in some of the principal Gas-Works), and proved itself the best light-coloured Paint 
produced for resisting the influence of vitiated atmospheres, it is important that its qualities should be more widely known. 

It is not discoloured like white lead in a sulphuretted atmosphere, nor washed off like white zinc ; and its light colour reflecting heat, produces much 
|less expansion of gas in holders painted with it than with dark colours, besides rendering them much more sightly. Its specific gravity is so much below 
white lead that the same weight will cover one-third more surface, while it is equal in body; and its price being about the same (28s. per cwt.), it is actually 
one-third cheaper. From experience, its manufacture is greatly improved, and it is quite suitable for all purposes in which white lead is employed. 
| Reference is kindly permitted by the Engineers of the City of London, Commercial, London, and Surrey Consumers Gas Companies, who pronounce it 

the best Paint known for their purposes, 


N.B.—Antimony Paint, COVERING SO MUCH MORE WORE, costs under 20s. per cwt., as compared 
with White Lead at 28s. per cwt. 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RATT, and CO., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS | 


|| At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most 
perfect construction and appropriate design. | 











CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 
AND EXPER'MENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 








For information, &c., apply to | 


W. ARCHER, Manager, Meter Factory, OLDHAM; 
OR TO 
GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


NATURAL OXIDE OF IRON. 








Messrs. W. DAWBER & SON, 


| Q@UEEN’S DOCK, HULL, 


Who with several Gas Companies successfully opposed the prolongation of Mr. F. C. Hills’s Patent for the Purification of| 
Gas by Artificial Oxide of Iron, respectfully inform Directors of Gas Companies, Gas Engineers, and all interested in using the) 
cheapest and most effectual material for the Purification of Gas, that they are now prepared to supply the NATURAL OXIDE 
OF IRON at a price per ton delivered, or to take Contracts by the ton of coal carbonized, receiving back the spent material. 


References to several London and provincial Gas Engineers of the highest eminence can be given on application to| 
W. DAWBER & SON, to whom all orders should be addressed. 
Queen’s Dock, Hull, March 28, 1864. 


WARNE R’S | WARNER'S SILICATE OF IRON PAINT. 
PATENT ANHYDROUS OXIDE OF IRON __ The peculiarities and advantages of this Paint are that it will stand 


: aogens : | extreme heat and damp, and is not affected by the strongest Acid, Sea 
Purifies Gas from Sulphuretted Hydrogen, Carbonic Acid, Bisulphide of Water, Sulphuretted Hydrogen, or Ammonia. It is equally well adapted 
Carbon, and Ammonia. The Hydrogen liberated through the decompo- | for Iron, Wood, or Cement. Every shade of ‘Colour ground to order. 
sition of the Ammonia unites with the excess of carbon, giving increased | The LIGHT STONE COLOUR will retain its SOFT DELICATE 
brilliancy and yield of Gas with less smoke and no Naphthaline. | SHADE regardless of the fumes of Gases. IT HAS NO SMELL, and 
| there is an entire absence of deleterious effect. 








| HE SILICATE OF IRON POWDER, when boiled up with Tar and 


PRECIPITATED OXIDE OF TRON, | Lime, is a very cheap preservative for Iron, Wood, and Felt Roofing, 
Prepared by the process as patented by Mr. Hills, supplied | and is recommended for Gasholders which haye been coated with Tar.— 
where preferred. | Price £8 8s. per ton. 


A. WARNER, 17, Laurence Pountney Lane, London, E.C. 





TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 


HENRY ALDER, 


GRANGE METER-WORKS, EDINBURGH, 
Begs to intimate that he has introduced the manufacture of DRY GAS-METERS in 


CAST-IRON CASES. 


These Meters are protected by registration under the “‘ Copyright of Designs Act.” They are much more durable, and at the 
same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 
Price list and terms on application. 














ee 
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‘}the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an 


jj venience it is designed to meet.”—JouRNAL oF Gas LicuTING. 


|| Patent Dry Gas-Meter, and the reason given for these Awards is ‘‘ construction and sound workmanship.” Thomas Glover, 


| PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 


|| Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 
jJof the Sale of Gas Act. 


MEDAL AWARDED BY THE JURY, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 


1862, 
To THOMAS GLOVER, 
SUFFOLK STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, LONDON. 





Tuomas Grover has great pleasure in informing Gas Companies and his other Patrons, that the Jury of Class XX XI. of | 
the International Exhibition of 1862 have awarded, for his Patent Dry Gas-Meter, a Prize Medal. The reason given for this’ 
Award, in the Juries Official Report, is, ‘‘ For excellence of manufacture, as regards Dry Meters.” See Official Report, p. 346. 


It is worthy of remark, that the only two other Firms who receive Awards both manufacture imitations of Thomas Glover's 


therefore, claims that the construction of his Meter has obtained three Awards from the Jury of the International Exhibition of | 
1862; at the same time, contrasting the Award granted for his Meter by the words, “‘ For excellence of manufacture, as regards 
Dry-Meters.” 


The Prize Meter was exhibited in Class XXXI., No. 6301, connected with a 1-foot holder, to demonstrate that a 50-light | 
Meter measures and indicates accurately the small quantity of One Foot. 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 


(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 








COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, EC. 
Establishes 1816. 





PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary 


“It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to render them $ per cent. slow 


invenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 
fact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sufficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon-|| 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their | 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manctester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
mingbam, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 











Ses 





ee a 


MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c, 


ee 
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Potes upon Passing Events. 


Tax arrival of a new Government into power, and the comple- 
tion of the Atlantic Telegraph, have been the signal for a 
shower of honours on the able, persevering, and fortunate 
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iW ’ - . . . 
persons who have been more or less directly or indirectly 


connected with the important work. Sir Daniel Gooch, 
has within one year become a Member of Parliament and a 
baronet, while his non-engineering, and even the simply pro- 
moting co-partners, have been knighted in liberal profusion. 
No one ought to grudge any of these gentlemen their honours, 
but at the same time many people think that they were lucky 
in coming before a Government new in office, and naturally 
anxious to gain a character for liberality. The late Govern- 
ment, and its predecessors for many years, were costive of 
honours to civilians, They gave and offered two or three 
knighthoods to distinguished engineers, but the higher honour 
of baronetcy was, to say the least, not offered to engineers 
whose original and important works deserved the highest re- 
cognition in the power of the State, and whose character and 
fortune would have well supported an hereditary title. Sir 
Daniel Gooch happens to be of the same politics as Lord 
Derby, and has successfully wrested a seat from the Opposition, 
Robert Stephenson sat on the Conservative side of the House ; 
and it has often been said that a baronetcy was not tendered 
to Locke, who was a Liberal, because it would have been too 
flagrant to pass over Stephenson, who had refused the minor 
title after the completion of the Menai Bridge. Sir Charles 
Bright was lucky enough to engineer 
His short, sweet cable, at a vast expense, 


when a genial Viceroy reigned over Ireland. The first Crystal 
Palace was the fountain of a great many titles, but then that, 
beside its more real merits, was a personal plaything of one 
who stood nearest the throne. The Times has naturally called 
attention to the fact that while honours have been bestowed 
on the engineers, the promoters, and the sea captain connected 
with the Atlantic Telegraph, Professor Wheatstone, to whom 
we owe telegraphy as a practical thing, has never received, 
directly or indirectly, any official acknowledgment of his trans- 
cendent services to science and to commerce. We can only 
account for this on the ground that Professor Wheatstone has 
never asked to be made a knight or a baronet ; and in this 
country it is only those who ask and press, and use political 
influence, who ever get these honours, such as they are. The 
rule that British subjects should not wear or use foreign titles, 
unless for special services, military or political, and by the 
special permission of the British Sovereign, was adopted be- 


| cause it was found that obscure persons were in the habit of 


obtaining the crosses and titles of foreign sovereigns by very 
doubtful means. After the visit of the Corporation of London 
to the first French International Exhibition, the Emperor was 
positively pestered for the Legion of Honour by divers civic 
dignitaries, whose claims in any point of view were quite un- 
discoverable. One alderman was supposed to owe his French 
knighthood to the loudness of his after-dinner snores, in de- 
fault of any other perceptible merit. The fact is, that as a rule 
the only merit which receives official recognition, out of the 
ranks of the servants of the Crown, civil and military, is 
political merit. Be of importance in Parliament, and a baro- 
netcy or a peerage will sooner or later reward your success, if 
your apparent social position is sufficient to justify such promo- 
tion, and your talents are steadily placed at the service of the 
party in power. As to knighthoods, they are distributed so 
oddly that it is impossible to give them a specific value. The 
provost of a petty Scotch town was lately knighted on the 
occasion of unveiling a statue of the Prince Consort, while no 
honour was tendered to the late Mr. Cubitt, who was Lord 
Mayor in two remarkable years, and who also presided over 
several important commissions—amongst others, that which 
settled the Thames Embankment question. 

The pensions supposed to be set apart for persons who have 
distinguished themselves in literature, science, or art, are dis- 
tributed on a plan—it cannot be called a principle—equally 
puzzling. The names of men and women of genius are to be 
found on that list alongside of persons whose merit has been 
to have written a great dealof rubbish, and enjoyed the ac- 
quaintance of other persons who had the ear of the Prime 
Minister. But alongside the authors and artists of great merit, 
little merit, and no merit, we find very often gentlemen and 
ladies whose claim rests on having rendered services of a 
domestic, if not menial, character to the Crown — tutors, 
grovernesses, and companions, well known in palaces, and no- 
where else. This is decidedly objectionable. Let the servants 
of the Crown be pensioned according to their merits by all 
means, but let an entirely separate account be opened for them 
in the national ledger, and let them draw their pensions from 
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funds in the same column as that which pays the useful and 
ornamental servants of the palace. There is no reason why 
in this triving and liberal country any special provision should 
be made by the State for those who follow the profitable 
branches of literature, art, and science. But there are students 
and workers of both sexes who devote themselves to pursuits 
from which the nation derives, directly or indirectly, honour, 
and even profit, but who cannot from the nature of their tasks 
ever obtain pecuniary rewards, and in some cases even inde- 
pendence—as, for instance, astronomers. Therefore, for the 
credit of the nation, there should be a fund more liberal in 
‘amount, and more wisely distributed, than that from which 
| poets and philosophers past work are now supposed to be pen- 
‘sioned. It must, however, be remembered that as a rule, and 
|in consequence of the early period at which England enjoyed 
liberty of the press, literary Englishmen are compelled to rely 
on the public for support, and have not been for two centuries 
in the habit of looking to Court favour for success. France 
inherits the traditions of Louis the magnificent and despotic 
times, when the first thought of every young author was to 
obtain a pension, a notion exchanged after the great Revolution 
for across. In like manner the German princelings used de- 
|| corations and pensions to enrol amongst their servants men of 
genius in art, science, music, and dancing. Those few who 
cry out for special distinctions to be bestowed on the excel- 
lence in literature, art, and science, would do well to look over 
the names of those likely to draw the principal prizes. An 
order of merit in England would get into very queer hands, 
and if we look to France, the way in which the Legion of 
Honour is distributed is not encouraging. The Pension List 
might be reformed, but titles and crosses may best be left to 
those who now enjoy them. If Wheatstone is untitled, is not 
Cole a C.B. and Dilke a Bart. ? 


A great deal of attention has been called to the use of earth 
closets of late, in consequence, perhaps, of the name of their 
advocate, who is the exact homonym of the first hydraulic 
engineer of the day, and in consequence of the efforts made 
by their inventor to procure the adoption of the system by 
the paper read at the late meeting of the Social Science Asso- 
ciation. Dr. Thomas Hawksley, on this occasion, took the 
opportunity of very strongly recommending this application of 
Mr. Way’s principle of ‘‘the power of soils to absorb manure,” 
with the view of preventing the pollution of the rivers and 
streams, by the continually increasing quantity of sewage 
that is being cast into them Ly the operations for the im- 
provement of the health of towns. But, though the principle 
that the learned doctor advocated was correct, he did not enter 
into any details which would allow the practical application of 
it, and thus the invention bids fair to be consigned to the 
limbo that is destined to receive so many of the visions of the 
doctor’s friends—the sanitarians. ‘The fact is, that earth 
closets would form the best receptacle for the dejections of the 
dwellers in cities (for in the country districts something of the 
kind is now perforce adopted, of course in a rough manner) ; 
but the difficulty lies in the covering of these dejections with 
‘the soil, the punctual and prompt renewal of the means of dis- 
infection, and the prevention of the evolution of gas during 
| the intervals of the presentation of fresh matters. Any one 

who has had the misfortune to live in a town where the ser- 
| vice of the removal of this kind of closets is obliged to be 

performed every day (as in the town of Havre, for instance), 
must be painfully aware of the danger that attends the removal 
of them. The French people generally do manage to ensure 
the execution of the contracts that are entered into with their 
municipalities ; but the removal of the earth closets, or even of 
the substitute for them that they have adopted in the case 
cited, opens the door to the inconvenience of bribery to the 
town scavengers to such an extent, that this system is a 
nuisance of the most serious kind. The application of Dr. 
Thomas Hawksley’s proposed earth closets should be judged 
by the results that would be produced by them in extreme 
cases—in such as the accommodation to be supplied in a 
public school, or in a court inhabited by many poor people 
—not by the application of them in positions where the pro- 
prietors are able and willing to ensure the prompt removal of 
the matters that are so offensive. We have no hesitation in 











saying that in the cases we have supposed of the school or the 
court, there would certainly be created a centre of infection 
that would poison the whole neighbourhood. This is a serious 
consideration, if there be any truth in the fashionable theories 
that prevail as to the origin and diffusion of the cholera. 





We use the word “ fashionable ” advisedly, because we are 
convinced that a great deal of mischief is effected by the); 
theories that have. been put forth, from time to time, by the 
Registrar-General upon this all-important subject. According 
to that authority, the cholera was at one time traced to the 
position of the houses; that is to say, it was thought to rage 
the most in low and damp positions. Then it was thought) 
that the execution of works of drainage and sewerage would 
ensure immunity from the attacks of the disease; and now,| 
the quality of the waters that are drunk by the population is 
thought to be the first and most influential cause of the preva- 
lence of this fell enemy. The fact is, that we are now just as | 
much in the dark as ever as to the causes of the cholera, or to || 
the circumstances that affect them. There can be no doubt | 
that a new form of mortality is raging amongst us; but it can 
hardly be attributed to the position of the towns with regard 
to the level above the sea, or Amsterdam would not. have 
boasted a comparative immunity, whilst Brussels and Amiens 
have been almost decimated. It cannot be that the influence 
of the disease is much affected by the execution of works 
for the removal of the sewage, or Nice would not enjoy im- 
munity from its effects, whilst Paris and London have alike 
suffered. It can hardly be that the quality of the water can 
have so material an influence as is pretended, when the neigh- 
bourhood of Bishopsgate Street has been shown to have been 
as much affected by the cholera as the district supplied by the 
East London Water-Works; and it may be remarked, in 
passing, that Paris has been much more severely visited than 
London, though the municipality of the first-named city has 
lately been at considetable expense for conducting to the 
houses a supply of spring water. The error in this case has 
lain in the attempt to make one cause the important one of the 
diffusion of the disease. Bad position with respect to the 
natural outfall of the district; bad relief from the nuisances 
that accompany every assemblage of men in towns ; bad water 
supply—a.t these must have their effect upon the health of 
those exposed to them; but it is absurd to seek in either of 
these causes the reasons for the prevalence of the disease. 
Aut the causes cited have, no doubt, a great influence upon 
the predisposition of individuals submitted to their influence to 
the attacks of the disease, and their removal would, there can 
also be no doubt, be the means of greatly reducing the mor- 
tality that would-follow from an attack of the cholera; but there 
can be no more reason for attaching importance to any one of 
them in particular than there would be in attributing the ap- 
pearance of the cholera to the emanation from the interior of 
the globe, according to Dr. Parkyn’s theory. Appearances 
seem, in fact, to confirm this particular view ; for the year has 
been remarkable for the volcanic eruptions of Neo Kameni, in 
Southern Europe, and the earthquake that was recorded in 
France on the 14th of September last. Yet the exhibition of 
these phenomena was of too local a character; it was too 
partial a description in the case of Santorin, too indefinite as to 
time in the case of the earthquake of Paris, to allow of any 
precise reasoning upon the influence of the earth emanations 
upon the origin and development of the cholera. 

By the way, there is a curious subject for investigation 

















| public if they could be assured that the yield of the well at 


opened up by this earthquake. It was shown, some time 
since, that the well of Grenelle was considerably affected by 
the occurrence of movements of this description, but we have 
not heard anything yet to shake our confidence in the results 
of deep artesian borings. It would be of interest to the 


Warren Farm had not been affected by this cause; for the 
occurrence of the movement seems to have been remarked in 
England as well as in France, if we may put confidence in the, 
reports of the newspapers. The direction of the movement 
was precisely that which would have passed through Brighton, 
and the influence of the phenomenon upon the yield of deep- 
seated wells requires to be studied. 

Whilst upon the subject of the influence of secondary causes 
upon the diffusion of the cholera, we may as well mention, as 
a proof of the French boasting, that they at last appear to be 
attaching some importance to the influence that the dejections 
from cholera patients must have upon the spread of the dis- 
ease. This they claim credit for discovering as far back as 
1854, but they do not appear to have adopted any measures 
in consequence of their knowledge of the fact. The most 
remarkable thing about this discovery is that it should have 
been kept secret so long, and should only have been brought 
to light when the Registrar-General, following the path that 
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was traced by Dr. Snow, in 1849, had thought proper to call 
the attention of the public to this cause of the diffusion of 
cholera. The event itself is not to be surprised at; the 
English authorities do not count for much in the continental 
scientific world, but there is something positively disingenuous 
in the kind of ignoring the results of the English inquirers in 
‘this matter that has marked the French people on this occa- 
‘sion. It may be as well to add that the last returns of the 
'mortality in Paris show that it is, owing to the cholera, about 
equal to that of London, though the population of the former 
‘city is so much less than that of the latter. This is a curious 
commentary upon the results of the paternal system of govern- 
ment, and may be commended to the consideration of the 
‘advocates of that style of administration. We propose to 
| return to the consideration of this subject in a future number. 





The Social Science Congress has been turning over its 
usual crops at Manchester, with the inevitable advantage that 
must arise from discussion, from a new kind of amusement 
that distracts mercantile people and their families from money 
worship, and from the airing of a vast number of paradoxes. 
Mr. Arthur Arnold, inspector of schools, read a paper which 
we have not yet seen in full, in which he took up the old 
bureaucratic theory of placing all public works in the hands of 
the general or local government. He touched on railways, 
gas and water works. As to the latter, it may be observed 
that private companies took them up when the Government 
was not prepared to meddle with them; and, especially as 
regards gas, taught all Europe how to use it—made what was 
dangerous safe, and what was dear cheap; while private com- 
panies have, at the cost of millions, brought water into every 
man’s house prepared to pay one-tenth of what the old water- 
cart system cost—say in Birmingham—within the memory of 
the present generation. If, therefore, any municipality wishes 
to become a distributor of gas and water, either in London or 
anywhere else, it must make up its mind to purchase existing 
interests on the usual terms of a compulsory sale. To com- 
pare the operations of works constructed with all the ad- 
vantages of experience with old works encumbered with old 
debts, is manifestly unfair. The governing powers of the me- 
tropolitan gas and water works have themselves very much to 
blame for the unchecked growth of popular prejudice against 
them. If the public were reminded of the early difficulties of 
bringing water and gas to the metropolis—engineering and 
financial difficulties—and well informed of future prospects, 
they would probably be more reasonable. But the general 
public want something more terse, taking, and popular than 
the speech of a chairman declaring a good dividend to his 
applauding shareholders. With respect to railroads, it will be 
well to wait for the report of the commission on the subject 
before reviewing at any length the discussion on State railways. 
Mr. Arthur Arnold is very loose in his facts, for he says that 
English railways cost more than French railways. Up to the 
present time, it is impossible to know what French railways 
cost, even if it were fair to compare a few perfect main trunk- 
lines made with all the advantages of our experience with the 
vast network which, within 20 years, doubled the internal 
and external trade of Great Britain. Mr. Arnold is apparently 
not aware that the French Government has been obliged to 
incur a tremendous debt and annual liability in order to obtain 
the execution of the cross-lines, which were made in England 
without costing the nation a farthing—on the contrary, yield- 
a steady revenue to the State. What would England and 
Scotland have lost if they had been obliged to wait until some 
highly intelligent Government officers had settled the very 
best course for every trunk-line? And what are the chances 
that the course chosen would not have been the worst? We 
should never forget that a highly intelligent Government 
board reported against the Great Northern, and wished to 
monopolize all the traffic on the ‘now prosperous and round- 
about Midland. It is all very fine to look at a map now and 
say how, with experience, this or that bit might have been 
unnecessary; but can the opponents of the let-alone system 
show that Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds, and 
Sheffield, have one railway too much? and yet they have at 
least twice as many as a Government board would have sanc- 
tioned. India is the most striking example of the inferiority of a 
most intelligent Government to private enterprise in the con- 
struction of reproductive works. India has had for half a century 
a Government composed of men far above the average in educa- 
tion and intellect. Surely Haileybury sent “geist” to India. 
India wanted and wants two things to be rich and prosperous— 
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means of communication and irrigation. Government intellect 
has failed to supply either, and retarded private enterprise in 
supplying both; just as in France the engineer officers who 
had received the highest special training at the Polytechnique 
School were the great opponents of the introduction of the 


railway system into France. And the trained Italian hydraulic] 
engineers are the living barriers to a rational system of wind|| 
and steam drainage that would reclaim millions of acres from 


desert and swamp. It is in spite of Government interference 
that the Indian railway system has been so far executed, and 
it never would have been made so far if a school of engineers, 
contractors, and capitalists, trained by private enterprise, had 
not found a profit in forcing past Indian professional pre- 
judices. But let us take another example—rough and ready 
America. Where would their long lines have been had the 
plan of each to have first received the sanction of a scientific 
board of officials? When the Railway Commission makes its 
report, we shall have a little more to say on this one of the 
most popular fallacies of the desk and closet school of 
philosophers. 

We gave, the other day, some extracts from the evidence 
before the committee on the cattle trade, and have since re- 
ceived the following very sensible communication from a gentle- 
man who has watched the business at a baker’s shop ina 
small town in Northamptonshire :— 


I have for some years had an opportunity of watching the trade at a 

baker's. Four or five years ago the dinners sent by working people to be 
baked consisted of nothing but potatoes, but during the last two years the 
dishes of potatoes have been replaced by meat and pudding, meat and pota- 
toes, meat pies, bullocks hearts, rabbits, ducks, fowls, sent by persons whose 
parents never tasted such luxuries. The reason is that into this town of 
six thousand inhabitants there have been introduced, in addition to the 
staple trades of shoe-making and silk-weaving, the manufacture of stays, 
men’s clothing, the ornamental finish of ladies boots and shoes by thesewing- 
machine, which are largely employed in the making up of these several 
trades, giving wages to hundreds of boys and girls who formerly, at the 
same age, earned little or nothing. If this can be done in a small town, 
what must be the additional wages earned and spent on meat in the great 
manufacturing towns of the kingdom? 
The idea, patronized by journals which ought to know better, 
that consumers are the victims of a conspiracy between the 
butchers, is utterly absurd, for there is no trade in which com- 
petition is keener than in the butcher trade. Those who 
supply the labouring classes hold a sort of Dutch auction 
every market night. In fashionable quarters the system— 
inevitable, if trouble is to be saved—of a butcher’s book with 
credit, and a cook or housekeeper to order the meat, enhances 
prices from one penny to twopence in the pound. But, after 
all, fashionable consumption is a small per centage compared 
with the demands of the million, and that demand spread over 
the whole country at atime when the stock of fat meat has 
been so seriously diminished by the restrictions on moving 
cattle naturally accounts for the high prices. The same cause 
is acting throughout Europe—in all towns more meat is eaten. 
As to the prices of provisions in Paris and London, an English 
family which has been resident in Paris for ten years, as house- 
keepers, passed last season in Pimlico, and according to the 
evidence of the lady, who is her own housekeeper, all food, 
including vegetables, is dearer in Paris than in London. 


Strikes, of course, form one of the standing subjects of the 
Social Science Congress. Such discussions may be useful 
means of giving information to persons not engaged in trade, 
but they certainly can have no effect on the class most inte- 
rested in the question—the working men. As working men 
have found that trades unions give them the two things that 
all the world loves best—money and power—no amount of 
lecturing will induce them to doubt their value or to abandon 
the leverage of a strike. There are two ways, and two only, 
in which a workman may be converted from the religion of 
trades unions and strikes. One is to make him a foreman. 
The other is, an opportunity of obtaining capital, however 
small, if sufficient to become an employer. These conversions 
will be triumphant where the most eloquent political econo- 
mical arguments fail utterly. A trades union is the natural 
combination of working men, who singly could not discuss 
points of employment and wages with an employer, and 
therefore to argue against such unions is equally unreason- 
able and useless. To condemn the tyranny of trades unions 
may be a moral duty, but it is a waste of breath and ink. At 
Sheffield the grinders have been blowing up the house of a 
black sheep. The secretary of the union pretends not to 
approve of this explosive argument, but ends a letter offering 
a reward of £5 for the discovery of the would-be murderers, 
by saying that it only served the black sheep right. A trades 
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union can do many things to worry masters and workmen; 
it may even succeed in driving trade from a town or county, 
or from this country to the Continent ; but there is one thing 
that it cannot do—make employers pay more wages than work is 
worth. They may succeed in a single work or contract, but 
value finds its level as surely as water. When rotten banks 
and financial companies gave speculators and contractors 
money for asking, workmen had no difficulty in making almost 
monthly demands for more wages for which practically they 





parently limitless demands of wage earners. The news- 


or rather threatened strikes, have failed this 


Both occurred on the Thames. 


strikes, 
autumn. 


organized a demand for more wages and less work, with the 


usual strike blunderbuss as the alternative; but the company | « stayed at home.” This stanch old colonist, who grumbles 
in question having just then good financial reasons for wishing | at the payment of the many rates which the advance of civili-| 


to stop all outlay, although not willing to make a sensation 
and perhaps injure their credit by a gratuitous stoppage of 
works, was only too well pleased to find a respectable excuse 
for temporary economy; so when the masons spokesman 
made his peremptory demands, instead of disussion or con- 
cession, he was informed that in consequence of those de- 
mands all building operations would be brought to a close. 
Had business been brisk and money plentiful, a different 
answer must have been given. A strike of smiths engaged 
in iron shipbuilding met the same fate from the same cause. 
Some of the speakers at the Social Science Congress have 
been advocating courts of conciliation, for settling the differ- 
ences of masters and workmen. Such courts might, perhaps, 
settle many trifling causes of difference and customs of trade, 
but they could never settle the most important—the wages 
question, An employer only can know what wages he can 
afford to pay. One of the speakers, with that wonderful igno- 
rance which is so remarkable amongst social science philan- 
thropists, objected to the system of payment by the hour, as 
** showing a want of confidence between master and workmen.” 
A sentimental argument against an arrangement which is of 
the greatest possible advantage to the workmen, and especially 
to the unskilled workmen. It settles the value of work in 
broken time and overtime. The regular time of carpenters, 
painters, and their labourers, is 564 hours in a week, but in 
consequence of the hour system we ourselves frequently pay 
labourers, without an opening for a dispute on either side, from 
70 to 90 hours. Thus a mechanic may have 8d. an hour, a 
superior labourer 5d., and inferior 4d. an hour, and the total 
due is calculated without difficulty. In reference to the power 
of trades unions and striks, there is a passage in the second 
volume of Louis Blanc’s ‘‘ Letters on England,” which seems 
to have escaped the attention of both the friends and enemies 
of Mr. Robert Lowe in the late discussions on the political 
qualifications of the working man. The passage derives its 
importance from the fact that M. Louis Blanc was an advocate 
of universal suffrage, and has always sympathized with our 
workmen in their battles for more wages and less work. In 
the nine hours strike he was unreservedly with them. Whe- 
ther the results in France have led him to doubt the value of 
universal suffrage, he gives us no means of learning. The fol- 
lowing passages are extracted from a letter addressed by 
him, we believe, to a German journal in November, 1862 :— 
If you ask why the subject of the extension of the suffrage has not long 
ago become the subject of general attention, it is because the parliamentary 
system works in such @ manner as never to produce any crying injustice. 
It has never appeared to the people in the form of an instrument of oppres- 
sion. A free press has been the counterpoise to the vices incident to an 
exclusive parliamentary system. Behold, then, the car of parlia- 
mentary reform launched. Opinions differ as to the extent of concessions; 
some demand universal suffrage, others desire a moderate and prudent ex- 
tension. The probability is, that all will agree to ask the least for fear of 
losing all. The temper of the House of Commons must be consulted, and it 
must not be forgotten that to ask Parliament for parliamentary reform, is 
to ask a sick man to become his own doctor. At any rate, ifthe country is 
once placed on the slope of gradual extension of the suffrage, it will soon 
slide down to the end universal suffrage. . . It is quite certain that 
universal suffrage in England will displace (existing) political power the 
more rapidly, because it will introduce into the political arena a class which, 
independent of the force of numbers, will bring a complete organization. 
“ Trade unions” have so disciplined the working classes that they could if 
required act like one man, and it may easily be understood that the present 
depositaries of political power (the aristocratic and middle classes) tremble 
at the idea of an election conducted like a strike. Aud I must admit that 
it is not only the partisans of the existing system who dread such a result. 
I know men sincerely attached to the cause of the people who doubt whe- 


ther the substitution of the absolute power of numbers for the power of 
wealth and rank would not endanger the liberties of the country. 
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| company—which we have transferred to our columns—ex-| 
- . | plaining how this state of things has come to be, and the! 
did less work; but the financial crash stopped the ap- | 


In the one in- | 
stance a party of that clever and wealthy body, the masons, | 








(Oct. 16, 1866. 
GAS LIGHTING AT THE CAPE. 
Tue municipality of the metropolis of South Africa are trying | 
the experiment of reverting to the ancient custom of doing) 
without lights in the public streets, in the depth of their. 
winter, relying for their illumination on the occasional glimpses! 
of the moon. The Cape Argus of the 11th of August contains! 
a long and very able address from the directors of the gas 








failure of their efforts to make arrangements for continuing | 


, ’ | the public lighting. The editor of the Argus, in a leading|| 
papers do not seem to have learned that two important | 


article, properly remonstrates against such a ‘“‘ descent into | 
‘* barbarism and darkness ;” while in the same journal there | 
is a letter from a genuine specimen of the old Dutch colonist, | 
expressing his satisfaction at the return “ to the good old| 
‘* times, when people who did not like to walk about after dark || 


zation has imposed, observes—‘* The people who want lights| 
“‘ should carry them, and those who fear burglars should put) 
“ extra bolts upon their doors, and get watch-dogs. If they | 
‘‘ are afraid of walking out at night they should stay in-doors, | 
“and do all their walking in the day-time.” The old colonist | 
thus boldly takes the bull by the horns, and he would settle) 
all disputes between local authorities and gas companies by 
dispensing with gas lighting altogether by public lamps. The 
municipality of Cape Town, it is broadly asserted, entertain 
the same opinion, though they have not the courage to avow 
it. It was rumoured that they gladly took the opportunity of 
the termination of the contract with the gas company not only 
to refuse the terms proposed for a new contract, but to have}} 
the town lighted on any terms whatever. It is scarcely credible 
that the Commissioners could be such Goths, though their 
proceedings give countenance to the assertion, and the editor 
of the Argus thinks it necessary to point out the great disad- 
vantages of allowing the capital of the colony to continue in 
darkness; and expresses the hope that the townspeople will, in 
the interest of public decency and public safety, insist on the 
streets being lighted. 

The statement of the directors presents a clear exposition of 
the circumstances of the formation of the gas company, and of 
the arrangements made with the municipality for lighting the 
public lamps, their object being to exonerate themselves from 
the charge of having, by extortionate demands, been the cause 
of throwing the town into darkness. We have on previous 
occasions adverted to the dispute between the gas company 
and the Commissioners, but we did not anticipate that the 
latter would have carried their obstinacy so far as to let their 
contract with the company expire without agreeing to renew it, 
or without taking any measures to light the streets when the 
supply of gas was stopped. The difficulty in this, as in most 
other disputes between gas companies and local authorities, 
has arisen from the injurious and unjust practice of making a 
difference between the charge for public and for private light- 
ing. In other instances the inducement to charge a lower 
price for the gas supplied to the public lamps has been to con- 
ciliate the local authorities, and to obtain permission to break 
open the pavement to Jay down the mains and pipes; but the|| 
directors of the Cape of Good Hope Gas Company had no 
occasion to make so improvident a bargain, for the streets of|| 
Cape Town were not lighted with gas until some time after 
the supply to private consumers had commenced. Why the 
directors afterwards agreed to light the public lamps at half 
the price charged to their other customers does not appear, 
but it is evident that they soon had reason to repent it. The 
general charge for 12-candle gas was 15s. per 10U0 feet, with 
discounts to large consumers ; and the directors entered into a |} 
contract to supply the public lamps at the rate of £7 per lamp, 
including lighting, extinguishing, and repairs, the price of the 
gas supplied being estimated at 7s. 6d. per 1000 feet. The 
price to private consumers, though very high compared with 
the prices we are now accustomed to in England, is less than 
the charges for gas in other colonies that are more advan- |} 
tageously situated than the Cape for the supply of coal. It is 
stated, indeed, that within the last two years an English com- 
pany would not agree to supply gas at Graham’s Town except 
at the rate of 18s. per 1000 feet, and the concession of a 
monopoly for 30 years. The private consumers of gas at 
Cape Town could not therefore complain that they were 
charged an exorbitant price, especially as the annual consump- 
tion did not exceed 10 millions of cubic feet, of which quantity 
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a positive loss to the company. The fact that the dividends 
have not exceeded 8 per cent., after deductions for depreciation, 
||in a town where the ordinary interest for money is 6 per cent., 
is a proof that the charge has not been unreasonable, though 
jit has almost necessarily been so high as to prevent an ex- 
||tended consumption. 

|| The Cape of Good Hope Gas Company is a local one, and 
|| was established after a futile attempt by an English firm to 
ight Cape Town with gas. The existing company leased a 
|| piece of ground from the Commissioners, whereon to construct 
|| their works, on the understood condition that they should have 
|| permission to break open the streets to lay their mains; and 
\|that land they afterwards purchased. It was not until about 
||two years after the formation of the company that they entered 
|into a contract with the municipality to light the town. The 
Commissioners, not satisfied with having gas supplied to them 
at half the price charged to other consumers, insisted on the 
extension of the mains into districts wherein no private con- 
sumers could be obtained; the result was that the contract, which 
had been previously unremunerative, could not be continued 
without loss, and the company took the earliest opportunity to 
terminate their losing agreement. They offered to renew the 
contract at an advance of £2 per lamp, which would have 
amounted to £632 per annum more than their previous charge, 
|| but the Commissioners refused to comply, and advertised for 
tenders for the lighting of Cape Town with gas or with oil. 
The only tender they received besides that of the gas com- 
pany was one from Messrs. J. Defries and Sons, offering to light 
the streets with paraffin for £7528 per annum, or £5126 in 








however, obstinately persevered in refusing either to accept 


arbitration, and within five weeks of the termination of the 


a 


||contract, ‘‘the municipality can no longer deal with them.” 
The directors consequently had no other course to pursue than 
at the end of their contract, on the Ist of July last, to remove 
the lanterns from the public lamps, and discontinue the supply 
||of gas. Six days afterwards the directors received a letter from 
the Commissioners, demanding the payment of £600 per 
annum, “ for the use of the streets in carrying on their works.” 
With that demand the directors have refused to comply, be- 
||cause permission to lay down the mains had been included as 
a condition of the lease and subsequent purchase of the land 
bought from the Commissioners. 

Such was the state of gas lighting at Cape Town in August 
\|last, the depth of their winter, after the town had been for six 

weeks in darkness. This return to the “good old times,” 
when those who went out after dark carried lanterns, is only 
extending somewhat further the principle advocated by the 
economizers of gas in street-lamps in this country. There is 
\|but little difference between a glimmering light that shows 
nothing but itself and the total darkness of Cape Town ; and 
the recommendation of the old Dutch colonist, to stay at home 
after dark, to put on extra bolts, and keep watch-dogs, and 
thus avoid a lighting-rate, ought to meet with the approval of 
our gas economists at home. Those who do not approve of 


think that the Commissioners of Cape Town have not acted 


and at risk to the public safety, to extort from the gas com- 
pany conditions incompatible with justice and fair dealing, and 
which the directors deserve commendation for having firmly 
resisted. 


Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tux attacks on Dr. Letheby in the Court of Common Council 
—to which we briefly adverted in our last, as indicating the 
real feeling of the members of the special Gas Committee re- 
specting the results of their parliamentary campaign—call for 
some further notice, as indecorous attempts to subject a wit- 
ness to the annoyance of public clamour when his evidence is 
opposed to the wishes of those whose cause he is expected to 
support. It is no agreeable task for a man to be called to give 
evidence, and to bear cross-examination as to his opinions on 
scientific questions, which are liable to be influenced by vary- 
ing circumstances, and which opinions may, by the artful 




















the terms offered by the company, or to submit the matter to | 


that strict application of economical principles may incline to | 


wisely in attempting, at great inconvenience to the inhabitants, | 


| 


| 


one-fourth-was supplied to the municipality at half price, and at | manner in which the questions are proposed by counsel, some- 


times be made to appear inconsistent with those before ex- 
pressed. That is bad enough, but to have the evidence so 
given afterwards brought forward piecemeal before a public 
meeting, and pecked at, and censured, and ridiculed, is in- 
tolerable, and such an outrage on the feelings of a gentleman 
ought not to be permitted. In the case of Dr. Letheby, the 
exhibition of pique by Mr. Bontems and Mr. Dresser Rogers, 
caused by the independent evidence he gave before the com- 
mittee when they expected a servile expression of opinion in 
support of the Corporation Gas Bill, was but a carrying out of 


' the threat uttered outside the committee-room, that he should 


be called to account for his conduct before his employers. It 
is utterly disgraceful for any members of the Common Council 
to intimidate a witness by threatening to have him dismissed 
from his office for having expressed opinions displeasing to the 
Corporation ; and it was, to say the least, not creditable to the 
administrators of justice in the City of London to have allowed 
such a proceeding to pass uncensured. Attacks like the one 
made on Dr. Letheby in the Court of Common Council cannot 
fail to discourage men of character and standing from holding 
office under such public bodies as expect from those in their 
employ a degrading submission. Scientific evidence is already 
sufficiently disparaged in our courts of justice, and can ill 


_ afford to sink lower by being subjected to intimidation as well 


excess of the tender of the gas company. The Commissioners, | 


contract they informed the directors that unless they agreed | 
to continue to light the streets, and increase the number of | 


{|lamps required, according to the terms of the then expiring , 
| charge 7s. per 1090 feet for gas of the same quality. 





as to bribery. The independent manner in which Dr. Letheby 
ventured to express his opinions before the parliamentary com- 
mittee in opposition to his employers, tended to rescue scien- 
tific witnesses from the low estimation into which they have 
unfortunately fallen, and it is to be hoped he will be well sup- 
ported for having acted so honourably, and not be allowed to 
succumb to such unjustifiable and disgraceful intimidation. 
What makes the attack on Dr. Letheby by Mr. Bontems the 
more remarkable is that, while declaiming strongly against the 
opinion that 4s. per 1000 feet is a reasonable price for 14- 
candle gas, he is himself the chairman of a gas and water com- 
pany that obtained an Act last session empowering them to 


The Corporation of the City of London having magnani- 
mously come forward, under the guidance of their special Gas 
Committee, as the champion of all the malcontent gas con- 
sumers in the metropolis, it was naturally to be expected that 
the latter would gladly take advantage of the boon. To have 
all their fancied grievances listened to and brought before Par- 
liament, with promise of redress, and to have nothing to pay, 
was really more good fortune than often falls to the lot of dis- 
contented individuals. This piece of good luck was, of course, 
likely to be highly appreciated by the metropolitan vestries, as 
they have rather a sore recollection that their former attempts 
to obtain redress by competition from the grievances inflicted 
by the gas companies resulted in confirming the monopoly 
complained of, and that they had some heavy bills to pay for 
having obtained that unlooked-for result of their labours. 
Their hopes are the more exalted as it is said by them to be 


| the intention of the Government to appoint a committee to 
| consider the question in the next session; and accordingly it 
| behoves the vestries and district boards to be forthcoming with 


evidence to prove that they have been hitherto heavily oppressed 


| by the irresponsible monopolists, and to support their claims to 


| be supplied with better gas at cost price. Mr. Beal, who made 





himself conspicuous as one of the leaders of the former assaults 
on the companies, has already moved his vestry of St. James’s 
parish to resolve that it and all other vestries shall appoint 
delegates to propose amendments to the Act of 1860, and to 
communicate with the Home Secretary on the subject. It is 
hoped, by renewing the gas agitation with the sanction of the 
Government, and led on by the Corporation of London, that 
such a blow may be dealt on the gas companies as will 
effectually put a stop to all their transgressions for the time to 
come. It appears, however, from another announcement of 
what the Corporation intend to do, that they have at last 
abandoned the expectation of being able to expel the gas com- 
panies from the City by competition, and that their legal 
officers are preparing a Bill to be brought into Parliament next 
session to authorize them to treat with the existing companies 
for the purchase of their works. If that be so, the Corpora- 
tion may after all leave the rest of the metropolis in the lurch, 
and confine themselves to the condition of the gas supply 
within the City. The cost of the inquiry last session into the 
operation of the Metropolis Gas Act they may consider a suf- 
ficient contribution to metropolitan gas interests ; and Messrs. 
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Beal and Co. may in that case find themselves overwhelmed 
with expenses if they attempt to repeat the proceedings of 1860, 
and embarrass the settlement of the metropolis gas question by 
senseless attacks on the gas companies. 

The arrangements for the transfer of the works of the United 
General Gas Company in Dublin, Kingstown, and Bray, to the 
Alliance and Dublin Consumers Company, were carried into 
effect on the 29th ult., on which-day the new proprietors entered 
into possession. The valuers of the works have commenced their 
labours, and have appointed Mr. C. E. Cawley, of Parliament 
Street, and of Manchester (who is chairman of the Salford Gas 
| Company), as umpire, to act in the event of their not agreeing 
/on the value before the lst of December next. The Alliance 
jand Dublin Consumers Company were, by another Act passed 
\last session, amalgamated with the embryo Commercial Gas 
|: Company of Ireland, so that at the present time the gas supply 
‘of Dublin and Kingstown is concentrated in the hands of a 
single company. The advantages of concentration in the supply 
of gas, contra-distinguished from competition, are now, indeed, 
generally recognized, and this ‘‘ fusion,” as the French call it, of 
the Dublin gas companies into one is an important movement 
in that direction. The gas consumers of Dublin and Kingstown 
will experience immediately the benefits of the arrangement, 
as they are secured a supply of 16-candle gas at the rate of 
4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, with the prospect of further reduction 
when the economy which will be effected by the concentration 
of the manufacture, distribution, and management in a single 
company comes fully into operation. The first meeting of 
the consolidated company, under the “ Alliance and Dublin 
Gas Act,” 1866, was held on the Ist inst., when, after 
some discussion as to the division and appropriation of the 
shares among different classes of proprietors, all the resolu- 
tions proposed for carrying into effect the provisions of the 
Act were unanimously agreed to. Among those resolutions 
were included the creation of further capital, not exceeding 
£300,000, by the issue of £10 ordinary shares, for the ac- 
‘quisition of the works and other effects of the United General 
\Gas Company. The chairman, in addressing the meeting, 
expressed the opinion that the result of the amalgamation of 
the gas companies of Dublin into one great concern would 
enable them to realize an increased dividend, besides conferring 
substantial benefit on the city; and in that opinion the other 
speakers seemed to agree. 

Among the gas Acts of last session was one authcrizing the 
purchase by a new company of the works carried on by Mr. A. 
\F, Livesay, for the supply of Ventnor and the neighbourhood, 
jand a prospectus of the undertaking is published in another 
‘column. It is the object of the company to extend and im- 
|prove the supply of gas and water, which will confer an im- 
[portant benefit on a favorite locality, hitherto dependent for 
those essential requisites on the enterprise of a single individual. 
We understand that the make of gas in Ventnor has been 
doubled within the last four years, and it may be reasonably 
expected, when the works are extended, and carried on under 
|parliamentary powers, that the greater part of the Undercliff 
(will be lighted with gas. According to the provisions of the 
Act, the maximum price for 14-candle gas is fixed at 5s. 10d. 
/per 1000 feet, and the public lamps beyond Ventnor are not to 
‘be more than 60 yards apart. It is also provided, in order to 
|protect the company from loss in thinly-inhabited districts, that 
the yearly rental on the mains for public lights shall be equal 
to at least 20 per cent. on their net cost. The prospectus 
possesses the rare merit of being short and unassuming. 


Regtster of New Patents. 


616.—Witt1am Epwarp Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, civil engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in the process of and 
apparatus for the distillation of tar and other substances.’”? A com- 
munication. Patent dated Feb. 28, 1866. 
This invention consists in the use of a cooling-chamber applied or pro- 
vided near the outlet of a retort, between it and the ordinary condenser, 
for the separation of the heavier from the lighter vapours eliminated in 
the distillation of tar and heavy oils and substances, and provided with 
means for regulating the supply or action of the cooling medium, whereby 
a uniform density of light oil is obtained. Also in increasing the cooling 
effect as the heat of the still is increased, either by increasing the effective 
scooling surface or increasing the flow of the cooling medium. And, 
thirdly, in the arrangement of the cooling surfaces around or within a 
dome or elevated chamber, situated directly over the retort, and in such 
—- communication therewith as to form in effect a portion 
reof, 


619.—Ricnarp Ciark, of Canon Farm, Pinner, in the co. of Middlesex, 
gentleman, for “* Improvements in signal, street, and other lamps, and 





























in gas-burners.’’ Provisional protection only obtained. Dated Feb, 

28, 1866. 

The portion of this invention which relates to gas-lights consists of im- 
provements in street-lamps. According to this invention, the lamp is 
constructed of one or more pieces of glass. The side portions of the glass 
are of a parabolic form, with the apex downwards. The top is closed in 
either with metal or glass, When glass is employed, it is preferred that 
it should be silvered to form a reflector. When the entire lamp is made 
of one piece of glass, the glass sides and top may be separate the one 
from the other. In some cases, also, the sides of the lamp are silvered, 
in order that the light may be reflected into the street as well as on the 
pavement. Opal glass, porcelain, or silvered glass reflectors are also em- 
ployed in connexion with lamps now in use. 

The improvements in gas-burners consist in the admission of the atmo- 
sphere without the outer chamber above the point of ignition of an Argand 
flame ; also in the employment of a chimney within the flame in combi- 
nation with one around it. 


625.—James Youne, of Limefield, in the co. of Mid Lothian, N.B, 
gentleman, for ‘‘ Improvements in distilling coal, shales, and. other 
substances.’” Patent dated March 1, 1866. 

This invention consists in the employment of a retort placed either hori- 
zontally or at an angle, so constructed that it may be made to revolve, 
and containing a screw or spiral, the revolution causing the materials 
placed at the end of the retort to be guided or conveyed through it by the 
screw or spiral, whilst the retort, being heated, effects the distillation of 
the materials. The retort or distillatory apparatus may be constructed of 
iron or other suitable material, supplied with suitable exit-pipes, through 
which the volatile products of distillation pass off, in order that such 
volatile products may be collected and utilized. 


630.—Hucu M‘Puant, of Nitshill, in the co. of Renfrew, N.B., agent, 
for ‘‘ Improvements in raising or lifting and forcing water and other 
liquids, and in the apparatus or mechanism employed therefor.’ Pro- 
visional protection only obtained. Dated March 1, 1866. | 
The main features of this invention consist in the employment of a long! 
barrel or pump, of a length reaching the whole depth and height from! 
and to which the water or other liquid has to be raised, having its lower| 
end immersed some distance in the liquid at the lowest level, and fitted| 
with a rose or other finely perforated or wire-gauze chamber, so as to 
prevent large solid matter from passing into the pump along with the 
liquid. This barrel is fitted with an inlet-valve at or near the lowest) 
end, a little higher than the rose, and also with a discharge or overflow-| 
pipe at or near the top, which may or may not be fitted with a valve! 
opening outwards, as desired. The pump-barrel is arranged or fitted’ 
with a plunger nearly the whole length of the barrel, of a slightly less| 
diameter than that of the inside of the pump, so as to leave a very narrow 
annular space between the barrel and the plunger for the liquid to be| 
raised or forced up through the action of the long plunger, which is made! 
by preference to reciprocate for a short distance or stroke at a quick 
velocity within the pump, by any usual mechanism or prime mover for 
working pumps, such as a crank, eccentric, or oscillating beam or lever, 
or steam-cylinder, or by an intermediate connecting-rod or pump-rod 
attached to such mover and the top of the plunger. | 
669.—Tuomas Cxayton, of Manchester, for “ Improvements ‘in apparatus| 
ployed in producing illuminating gas from inflammable and volatile) 
liquids.” Patent dated March 5, 1866. 
In the specifications of former patents, one granted to the present patentee, | 
and Frederick Trachsel, dated March 15, 1861, No. 652, and another to! 
the present patentee, dated Dec. 12, 1863, No. 3136, methods were 
described for producing illuminating gas by passing air or aériform fluid in| 
contract with the volatile hydrocarbons of petroleum or other similar volatile} 
and inflammable liquids. The second invention consists in certain im-| 
provements of the first, which improvements consist in the employment; 
and conuexion of two or more evaporating or generating vessels, or one} 
vessel divided into two compartments, working alternately or successively} 
for enabling the vessels or compartments one after another to be put out of| 
action when they have become unduly chilled, and put in action when! 
they have regained the temperature of the surrounding air, and, secondly, | 
in an improved tap or its equivalent, turned at a slow speed, for shutting) 
and admitting the air to vessels or compartments. 


706.—Samvet Suaw Brown, of Runcorn, in the co. of Chester, lint} 

manufacturer, for ‘‘ Improvements in gas-burners,”” Provisional pro-| 

tection only obtained. Dated March 8, 1866. 
According to this invention the openings for the escape of the gas are the} 
same in form as the slits or union jets which produce the flames known) 
as the bat’s-wing and fishtail, or they are of such other form as shall, 
when taken singly, produce an expanded flat thin flame. Two or more 
of these expanded flat thin flame-producing openings are placed in such 
proximity to each other that, although the flames—which have their flat 
sides parallel or nearly parallel to each other—are separate and distinct 
close to the openings, still at a greater or less distance therefrom, as may 
be desired, they impinge on each other, and unite to form one bright flame. 
By burners of this kind more light is obtained from a given quantity of 
gas than can be obtained from burners as ordinarily constructed and used. 


719.—Epwarp Tuomas Hvucurs, of the firm of Hughes and Son, patent 
agents, 123, Chancery Lane, London, for ‘* Improvements in pumps.” 
A communication. Patent dated March 9, 1866. 
This invention relates to an improvement in the construction of pumps, 
and consists in the peculiar construction of joints by which the parts are 
united, so that no packing or bolts are required, and so that the pump may 
be adjusted to turn the nozzle to any desired position; and in the con- 
struction of the valves, and also in the manner of securing the lever or 
handle to the cylinder, so that it is adjusted to different positions. 


729.—Ricuarp Larkin, of Elm Cottage, Old Brompton Road, in the co. 
of Middlesex, for ‘* Improvements in means or apparatus for obtaining 
light by the combustion of magnesium.” Patent dated March 9, 1866. 
These improvements refer, first, to the combustion of magnesium in 
powder. For this purpose the hopper, or reservoir for the powdered 
magnesium, is formed, according to one arrangement, with an outlet 
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having a slide or other adjustment, by which the amount of powder 
allowed to escape in any given time may be regulated. The powder 
escaping is carried forward by the surface of a cylinder or wheel forming 
part of the bottom of the hopper, at the outlet therefrom, and this cylinder 
or wheel is caused to travel at a surface speed such that the powdered 
magnesium may be thrown forward in a continuous stream varying in 
quantity with the size of the outlet ; and this quantity so thrown forward, 
when ignited, becomes a source of combustion and light. A scraper is 
provided to clear the surface of the cylinder or wheel of any oxide or 
foreign matter that may accumulate on it. Instead of the cylinder or 
wheel forming part of the bottom of the reservoir, it may be at a short 
distance therefrom, to receive the powdered magnesium as it is fed 


provided with a-blade, which is caused to revolve so as to carry the 


chamber, into which air is forced, by a fan or other means, through an 
aperture which may be regulated to blow the powder forwards in a con- 
tinuous stream to the outlet or outlets forming a jet or jets. 


733.—Watter Curimes Myers and Epwarp Myers, both of Millbank 
Row, Westminster, in the co. of Middlesex, civil engineers, for “ Jm- 
provements in the arrangement and construction of meters or apparatus 
for measuring water or other fluids,’’ Provisional protection only 
obtained. Dated March 10, 1866. 


This invention relates to improvements in the arrangement’and constrtc- 
tion of meters or apparatus for measuring water or other fluids, wherein 
a drum or cylinder, hereinafter called the eccentric drum, furnished with 
hinged plates or valves, is arranged to revolve in a vertical position eccen- 
trically within a drum-case or chamber, to which arrangement, however, 
in itself the present inventors make no claim, as they are aware that it 
has before been proposed to arrange apparatus in this manner for the pur- 
pose of measuring water or other fluids. According to one part of this 
invention, in meters of this description the inlet and outlet passages are 
so arranged in combination with a dividing-chamber formed below the 
measuring-chamber, in which the eccentric drum and valvular plates 
revolve. The bottom of the measuring-chamber is pierced with a series 
of orifices communicating with the inlet and outlet passages below, and 
the inlet passages to the measuring-chamber are so arranged that directly 
one of the plates or valves of the eccentric drum has passed the valvular 
plate fixed between the outer circumference of the eccentric drum and the 
inner circumference of the drum-case, the water or other fluid at once 
commences to flow up into the space as it is formed by the opening of the 
flap between the revolving valvular plate and the drum-case ; and as the 
valvular plate opens outwards from the drum other inlet-passages are 
exposed for the admission of the water to the measuring-chamber thus 
formed. When the space between two of such revolving valvular plates 
has attained its extreme capacity, the hindmost flap will have passed the 
last orifice fromthe inlet-passage, and the outlet-passages will in succes- 
sion have become open for the discharge of such measured quantity of 
watar from the eccentric space between the two flaps, and so on in suc- 
cession as each flap revolves. Each valvular plate is formed with an 
elastic expansion surface or valve to compensate for the variation in the 
capacity ot the eccentric measuring space as the flaps revolve towards 
the discharge orifices. In fluid-meters of this description it is preferred 
to employ an eccentric drum furnished with at least four hinged valvular 
flaps or valves, but a Jarger number of such hinged flaps may be employed 
for meters of a large capacity. 

Another part of the improvements consists in the mode of lubricating 
the axes of the revolving eccentric drum. For this purpose the lower 
part of the axes or pivots upon which the eccentric drum revolves is fixed 
to the bottom of the drum-case or measuring-chamber, such axis or pivot 
passing up through a bush or collar into an oil-chamber formed in the 


eccentrically upon the fixed pivot or axis, The oil-chamber is filled 
with oil, or other lubricating fluid, which cannot escape therefrom, on 
account of its being of less specific gravity than the water; but, as it 
wastes away, the water enters below and floats the oil in the chamber up 


lubrication until the supply of oil is exhausted. The axis fixed on the 
upper end of the eccentric drum passes up through a bush or collar in the 
cover of the measuring-chamber into another chamber filled with oil, 
a worm on the end of the axis giving motion to a train of wheels re- 
volving in the oil to actuate the indicating apparatus, the number of 
revolutions of the eccentric drum being recorded by means of a dial-plate 
and pointers as is well understood. 

Another part of the improvements consists in constructing or lining the 
inner circumference of the measuring-chamber or drum-case with lignum 
vitee or other equally hard wood, and of close texture, and also in making 
the valvular flaps and other parts of fluid-meters subject to friction, of the 
same material; this part of the invention being applicable to the parts 
subject to friction of other fiuid-meters differing in their construction 
and arrangement to the arrangement of fluid-meters herein described, 





APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 


2528.—Percivan AsuTon BatcueEtor, of 1, Eskdale Villas, Mostyn Road, 
Brixton, in the co. of Surrey, engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in the con- 
struction and arrangement of retorts and settings in combination with 
machinery or apparatus for the manufacture of coal or other gases.” 
Oct. 1, 1866. 

2532.—James Cavanaun, of 12, Rake Lane, Liverpool, for “An improve- 
ment in water-closets, cisterns, and soil-traps.” Oct. 3, 1866. 

2536.—Ciinton Epccumse Brooman, of the firm of Robertson, Broo- 
men, and Company, of 166, Fleet Street, in the City of London, patent 
agents, for “ The production and application of an imponderable fluid, 
together with the apparatus or means employed therein.” A communi- 
cation. Oct. 3, 1866. 

2587.—Marruew West, of Stevenage, in the co. of Hertford, tailor, for 
“ Improvements in fishtail gas-burners,”’ Oct. 3, 1866. 








therein in regulated quantities from the reservoir. The powdered mag- | 
nesium may also be allowed to flow from the reservoir into a second tube | 


powder therein forward to the opening of this tube into another tube or | 


to the point where the parts revolve in contact, thus ensuring their | 





lower part of the eccentric drum, the top of this chamber resting | 





2552.—Joun Wo.sTENHOLME, of Radcliffe, in the co, of Lancaster, and 
Tuomas PENDLEBURY, of the same place, for ‘ Jmprovements in tube 
and bar cutters, and in apparatus connected therewith.” Oct. 4, 1866. 


2556.—Joun Amprose Correy, of 32, Great St. Helen’s, in the City of 
London, consulting engineer, for ‘* Improved mechanical contrivances 
applicable to syphons, also adaptable in the production of pumps of im- 
proved construction.” Oct. 4, 1866. 

2558.—Davip Henry Savt and Henry Pritrre Armstrona, both of 
Islington, in the co. of Middlesex, gentlemen, for ‘‘ Jmprovements in 
means or apparatus employed in carburetting gas.” Oct. 4, 1866. 

2581.—Asranam Riprey, of 34, West Square, Southwark, in the co. of 
Surrey, engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in the construction of water-meters, 
which improvements are also applicable to the measuring of liquids gene- 
rally.” Oct. 8, 1866. r 

2598.—Hvueu Forsrs, of 184, Euston Road, N.W., in the co. of Middle- 
sex, for “‘ Jmprovements in apparatus for the raising and propelling of 
water or other fluids, applicable likewise as a ship-propeller, motive 
power, fan, meter, and for other purposes.” Oct. 9, 1866. 

2606.—Grorce Witt1AM SuHInneR, of the Strand, in the co. of Middle-|! 
sex, for ‘“ Improvements in the means of and apparatus for utilizing! 
sewage matters and liquids.” Oct. 9, 1866. | 


| 





GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. | 
2248.—Henry Grorce Scort, of Leeds, in the co. of York, civil engi-| 
neer, and NatHan Hatiowe tt, of Greenhill, near Sheffield, in the co. 

of Derby, mechanical engineer, for ‘ Improvements in valves for pumps, 
said improvements being also applicable to steam-valves."" Aug. 31, 1866. 
2395.—Tuomas Parkes, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, manu- 
facturer, for ‘‘ Improvements in tube-cutlers.” Sept. 18, 1866, 
2396.—Henry Justinran Newcome, of 49, King William Street, in the 
City of London, for “ Jimproved apparatus for heating and warming 
buildings.” Sept. 18, 1866. 
2451.—Witt1am Epwarp Newron, of 68, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, civil engineer, for “* Improvements in machinery or apparatus 
Sor filtering liquids.” A communication. Sept. 24, 1866. 
2457.—James Cuanpier, of 10, Mark Lane, London, in the co. of Mid- 
dlesex, engineer, for ‘ Improvements in apparatus for drawing and pre- 
venting waste of water from service-pipes or cisterns.” Sept. 25, 1866. 
2485.—Joun Henry Jounson, of 47, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, in the co. of 
Middlesex, gentleman, for “‘ Improvements in taps or cocks for water 
and other fluids.” A communication. Sept. 26, 1866. 





INVENTION PROTECTED FOR SIX MONTHS BY THE 
DEPOSIT OF A COMPLETE SPECIFICATION. 


2483.—Henrt Aprien Bonnevi.xE, of 24, Rue du Mont Thabor, Paris, 
in the empire of France, and 38, Porchester Terrace, Bayswater, in 
the co. of Middlesex, patent agent, for ** Improvements in machinery for 
raising water.” A communication, Sept. 26, 1866. 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. 

1520.—Tuomas Jones Situ, of Whitechapel, in the co. of Middlesex, 
engineer, for “‘ An improved apparatus to be employed in drawing liquids | 
JSrom casks and other vessels.’ May 31, 1866. 

1522.—Jonn Henry Jounson, of 47, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, in the co of 
Middlesex, gentleman, for “‘ Improvements in the deodorizing of crude 
rock or mineral oil, and in the preparation of lubicrating oil therefrom.” 
A communication. May 31, 1866. 

1552.—Destré Atrrep Dvumuts, sanitary engineer, Etmir Jean Fran- 
gos Fiicoreavx, a engineer, Epwarp Witu1am NIBLertt, 
mechanical engineer, and Manvet Lrorotp Jonas LAvaTER, manu- 
facturer, all of 29, Boulevart St. Martin, Paris, for ‘ Improvements in 
water-closets, urinals, lavatories, and other receivers, and also in taps for| 
supplying liquids to the same.” June 5, 1866. | 

1636.—Grorce Henri Marc Monvz, of Birmingham, in the co. of War- 
wick, manufacturer, for ‘‘ Jmprovements im the manufacture of certain 
Sittings, for gas, steam, and water tubes.’”’” June 16, 1866.- 

2011.—Cates Pratt and Josian Pratt, of Wilderness Row, in the co. 
of Middlesex, for “ Improvements in motive-power engines.” Aug. 
4, 1866. 

2469.—Witr1aM Rorerr Lake, of 8, Southampton Buildings, Chancery 
Lane, in the co. of Middlesex, consulting engineer, for “ Jmprovements 
in steam-pumps.” A communication. Sept. 25, 1866. 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF) 
£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR. 

2341.—James Pratt, “‘ Improvements in machinery applicable to steam 
and water engines (as motors), which machinery is also applicable to lift 
and force pumps.” Sept. 23, 1863. 

2374.—Witu1am Matam and Wit1iam Tice, “ Improvements in appa- 
ratus for supplying gas to railway carriages and other moving structures, 
and in apparatus for manufacturing and holding gas in ships and other 
vessels, parts of such apparatus being also applicable for manufacturing 
and holding gas elsewhere.” Sept. 26, 1863, 

2383.—Jonun Bartey, Georce Wit1i1am Buaxe, and Witt1am Henry 
Bartey, ** Improvements in barometers, gas regulators, and other appa- 
tuses for regulating and indicating the flow and pressure of liquids and 
Jiuids.” Sept. 28, 1863. 

2392.—Prrer Lurwetirn, Jonn Lieweiiin, and Joun WANKLYN 
James, “ Improvements in water-closets,” Sept. 29, 1863. 

2429.—Witttam Hoerut, CuristroPpHerR Brake, and WiLL1AM Giin- 
THER, “ Improvements in rotary engines worked by steam, water, or other 
motive power.” Oct. 5, 1863, 
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BI i SLE l l aneous N Py w $ meeting, which were confirmed, and the following report and statements o 
i - + account were submitted :— i 
aed _ The a em a ome in reporting that the gon et = company are }: 

< 3 | in a satisfactory condition. e company continue to supply gas of the best quality 
COMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY. to ths conoumavs, which is evidenced by os entire shoones of Senghaint. sade | 
The Half-Yearly Ordinary Meeting of this Company was held at the uring the half year a net profit of £21,926 3s. 10d. has been realized, and they 
London Tavern, on Friday, October 5—Cuances SALisbury BuTier, Esq., | Commend the payment of a dividend of £5 per cent. (less income-tax) for the haif || 
ALP., in the chair. 
The Cuatrman having read the advertisement convening the meeting, | 
the corporate seal of the company was atlixed to the register of shareholders, | 
{ 


The SecreTary (Mr. Jaques) read the minutes of the last half-yearly 
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS, 


Showing the Actue] State and Condition of the Concerns of the Commercial Gas Company, for the Six Months, ending the 30th day of June, 1866. 
1, Caprtan.—State of the Account at the End of the above Six Months. 





year. . 
The directors have the painful duty of reporting the death of Mr. John Solomons, 
and they bear a willing testimony to the efficient services rendered by him to the 
a oo and the esteem in which he was held by his colleagues during a period of | | 
years. 
Alexander Thomas Laport, Esq., has been elected to fill the vacant seat at the board. | | 





Statute, or Authority, under which raised. | Number of Shares. | Amount per Share. | Paid up per Share. Total Paid up. Total Capital. 








Shares. . . e, . . « . 17,484-2/5ths-1/10th-1/20th} £25 0 0 £25 0 0 £437,113 15 0 
5-4/5the-1/10th Various. 106 10 0 
£437,220 5 0 











; 17,490-2/5ths 1/20th! | 
Commercial Gas Act, | | 
15 & 16 Vicroria, cap. 155. | | 


Rate per Cent. Amount. | 








Totalcapital . .| £437,720 5 0 


! 

t | 
Borrowed moneys . . ° a nS alle Bad 4 | 
| ; 
' 
' 
! 





Il. Ruvenve.—Account during the above Six Months. 
RECEIPT EXPENDITURE. 
Sale of gas— Management— 
At4s.per1000feet. . . . . . £55,202 6 11 Directorsallowances . .. . 
Public lighting and contracts . . 7,115 2 4 Salaries of secretary and clerks . 
62,317 9 3 Collectorscommission. . . . 
Rent, rates, and taxes of offices. . 
£8,454 11 § Stationery, printing, and general 
652 1 6G I a cde gs ke as ae 
Nt hens ore al tae vg ey mp 1,544 7 6 Paymenttoauditors . .... 
Ammoniacalliquid. . . .. . 783 12 Manufacture of gas— ———_ £4,176 13 4 
11,434 13 0 Coals, including carriage, dues, &c. £31,659 
Miscellaneous reeeipts . . be ia Gs 528 3 6 Purifying materials. . . . . . 627 
Supervisionandlabour ... . 9,996 
Tools and otherimplements . . . 169 
Ordinary repair and maintenance of 
2,615 


premises . . 
Ws: 6 6 ee 8 ee 40 1,417 18 10 


Sale of residual products-— 
Coke ° e 


Rents, rates, and taxes of manufac- 





46,485 12 4 
Distribution, including service-mains, pipes, &c.— 
Ordinary repair and maintenance , . .. ¢ « 1,371 5 0 
Meters— 
Restoring and replacing . . . « © «© «© + « 259 12 9 
Law and parliamentary charges . ..... +. - 51 110 
Interest paid from profits on £500, borrowed capital, at 4 
ah ree os gs. ee lg! ek a we 916 8 
Balance for shareholders profit. . . . + « « « « «+ 21,926 310 
£74,280 5 9 £74,280 5 9 
Reserve-fund invested in Consols, £8377 4s. 5d. 
We have examined the above accounts, and certify them to be correct. Cartes SaLispury Butter, Chairman. 
Grorce Jaques, Secretary. 


| 
| 





} 
} 
| 
j 


The CuArRMAN: Gentlemen, it has been my custom for many years to | the quantity, or the price—if all attempts to create a feeling of dissatisfac- | 
address a few words to you on moving the adoption of the report, and in | tion among our consumers have entirely failed—surely it is very fair evi- 

doing so I promise that I will endeavour not to occupy your attention un- | dence that our constant and unremitting exertions to supply the public! 
necessarily; and I would, in the first place, direct your attention to the | with a good article at the lowest remunerative price is appreciated by our 

working operations of the company. Our first and most important item is | consumers. I venture to say that this constant anxiety on our part de- 

coal. You will see, on referring to the accounts, that our coal has cost | serves the appreciation and support of Parliament, and I never will believe | 
more by £1000 than we have ever paid during any six months of the exist- | it possible that property to the extent of many millions, a large proportion | 
ence of the company, and over £2000 more than during the corresponding | of it held in trust for and forming the sole reliable support of those who 

half year of 1865. This arises, in a great measure, from the large increase | are unable to help themselves, and who can ill afford to have their little | 
Jin the price of the richer qualities of coal. When I tell you that we have | property ruthlessly assailed—I say I never will believe that the Parliament | 
aid as much as 80s. per ton for cannel coal, you will quite understand | of this justice-loving country, composed as it is of thoughtful English gen-| 
n0W this increase is caused; for I may remark that, come what may, we | tlemen, will recklessly sacrifice property invested in the good faith and || 
are determined to maintain our reputation for the supply of gas of an | guarantee of that Parliament of which they are themselves members. It iI 
excellent quality. Our consumers know that we have served them faith- | seems that the principal charge against the metropolitan gas companies is, || 
fully and well, and itis this knowledge that has induced thein to abstain | that they have divided more profits than the Act of 1860 authorizes. Gen-, 

from joining in the agitation attempted to be raised in our district, but | tlemen, I distinctly deny this on behalf of the Commercial Gas Company, | 
which so signally failed. Our rental, compared with the corresponding | and I do so in the most emphatic terms; for the truth is that we have not | 
half year of 1865, shows an increase of £751 4s. 11d., but I am sorry to say | availed ourselves of our full rights under that Act. If the object of those | 
that this amount has been more than absorbed by the falling off in our | who make these assertions be to dispossess us of our property, and who think 
receipts for residual products, which, compared with the six months of | they can (or say they can) manage more successfully for the public, let 
1865, shows a diminution of £810 4s. 9d. This is caused mainly by the | them secure to us the rate of interest on our stock authorized in the solemn 
reduced price of coke, which has averaged 2s. per chaldron less than in the | compact entered into with us by Parliament, and then are these gentlemen 
corresponding half year. I have so often adverted to the proximity of the | who care so much for the public and so little for themselves welcome to 
works of other gas companies, and the large quantity of coke made in the | try their maiden hand at gas-making. But what, gentlemen, is the effect 
district, that I shall not trouble you with further explanation now. It is | of all this uncalled-for agitation? Is it not to frighten nervous share- 
simply a question of demand and supply, and the supply with us during | holders, who,in a state of panic, sell their property? the stock consequently 
the past six months has been greater than the demand. Our capital | becomes reduced in price, and then, with marvellous liberality, these gentle- 
account has increased by the sum of £1712 19s. 11d.: it occurs in the | men who are so fond of justice step in and propose to buy up your stock, 
items of plant, £671 18s. 11d.; mains, £364 8s. 11d.; services, £158 Os. 7d.; | it may be even at something above the then greatly reduced price. But, 
}and meters, £518 11s. 6d. I wish particularly to direct your attention to | gentlemen, this is a subject upon which I have no desire to dwell now; 
this last item. Iam sure, gentlemen, you will be surprised when I tell you | the time will come when our company will have an opportunity of show- 
| that the meters we provide gratuitously for the use of the public have, to | ing what they have done for the public, what have been our sacrifices, for 
the 30th day of June last, cost us no less a sum than £27,273 16s.; and | how many years we were without dividend, and for other years a 
I am really afraid to tell you what it costs us in addition to main- | small pittance in the form of dividend; and how, even in our recent days 
tain them in a state of repair, so that, in truth, our consumers | of comparative prosperity, we have been content for a time to forego the 
are not paying 4s. per 1000 cubic feet for gas, for out of that rental | opportunity of making the reserved fund authorized by Parliament, 
we actually supply them with a machine to enable them to check the | that we might reduce the price of gas to the public. say all this 
measurement at their own houses, and which costs the company | must come out; and if it be not appreciated by the impartial judges 
some thousands of pounds per annum. The net profits of the half year | who will have to give a true verdict according to the evidence—a verdict 
jamount to £21,926 3s. 10d., and I am happy to inform you that we feel | affecting the rights and property of thousands of their fellow-men—it will 
justified in recommending you to declare a dividend of 5 per cent. less the | be surprising to me. Let me add that there has not yet been a scintilla of 
income-tax for the half year. With reference to any farther profits we | evidence affecting the Commercial Company. No case has been attempted 
might have made towards the reserved fund authorized and contemplated | to be shown for the interference of Parliament as far as we are concerned, 
by Parliament, the public have the benefit of it in the reduction of the | and I say that no case can be shown. We have honourably fulfilled the 
price of gas. Gentlemen, the first paragraph in the report mentions that | conditions we were required to fulfil under the Act of 1860, and I promise 
we continue to supply gas of a quality in every way satisfactory to our | you that your directors will act earnestly in their endeavour to secure for 
consumers, and that this is evidenced by an entire absence of complaint. | you that justice to which you are entitled. Our report informs you 
If this be so, if no complaint whatever is made to us either of the quality, | officially of the death of our old friend and colleague, Mr. John Solomons. 
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He was one of our first su ety, and in our earlier operations to establish 
the company he devoted himself with great energy to our interests. He 
was a kind-hearted and excellent man in every relation of life, and it is 
indeed painful to part from those who have acted in harmony and kindly 
feeling with us for a long series of years. We have had to perform the 
duty imposed on us by the Act of Parliament, of electing from our pro- 
prietors a director to fill the vacant seat. The difficulty that beset us was 
not to find a good man, but to select from so many good men. After much 
consideration the choice fell on our old friend Mr. Laporte, a gentleman 
who is so well known to you that it is scarcely necessary for me to name 
him as one of our earliest and best friends. He resides in an important 
— and in our direct line of supply, and we all feel certain that he will 

eartily co-operate with us in our labours of management. I think, perhaps, 
I ought to mention, and I am sure you will be grieved to hear it, that we 
have lost several excellent workmen—men whom we greatly esteemed—by 
cholera. Until the recent visitation the gas-works of the metropolis and 
the vicinity in which they are located had been singularly free from this 
fatal disease. On the present occasion, however, many cases occurred, not- 
withstanding the eye say and anxious attention of our engineer, who, I 
need not say, takes a deep interest in all that pertains to the welfare of our 
men; and well do they deserve it, for, in truth, they area most excellent and 
respectable body of men. It was a great grief to us to find oneafter another 
attacked by this fell disease; but they were not the only persons affected 
by it, for those who lived in more open and airy localities were also sufferers. 
I may instance the case of our old and respected friend and brother pro- 
prietor, Dr. Ansell, who had only a few days before written to me to an- 
nounce his candidature for the vacant seat. He was struck down, alas! 
the eminent and learned physician could not save himself. He died in the 
performance of his duty after visiting cholera cases near our works, de- 
servedly lamented by all who had the privilege and the advantage of his 
acquaintance. Gentlemen, I have trespassed too long upon your time. I 
am not aware that there is any other matter to which it is necessary for 
me to direct your attention. You know that it always affords us pleasure 
to give you every information in our power, and you have only to put any 
question may require answered. I now beg to move—*“ That the 
report and accounts be received, adopted, and entered on our minutes.” 

fr. J. H. Witson (deputy-chairman) seconded the motion. 
Mr. REDPATH regretted the loss the board had sustained by the death of 
Mr. Solomons, and asked whether it was in accordance with the constitu- 
tion of the company for the directors to fill up the vacancy without con- 
sulting the shareholders. 
The CuarrMan said they were required to do so under the provisions of 
the Act of Parliament: but the director so chosen would go out of office 
at the time when Mr. Solomons’s period of service would have ended, and it 
would be for the proprietors then to decide whether they would ratify the 
choice of the board. 
Mr. Reppatu said he had not a word to say further, except that he 
thought where there was a large proprietary, as in this company, it would 
be always advisable that the directors should be chosen by the body of 
shareholders rather than by the members of the board. If the course just 
adopted was in accordance with the rules of the company, he felt that the 
sooner an alteration was made the better, so that the shareholders might 
know something of the persons who had the management of their affairs. 
The CHArrMAN said the directors would pay great attention to the 
suggestion of Mr. Redpath when they went to Parliament again, for it was 
to them rather a painful than a pleasurable duty to have to fill up 
these vacancies as they arose. They had to look out for energetic men, 
and, if possible, men who were resident upon the line of the company’s 
mains, and who possessed an interest and influence in the locality. It was 
@ matter upon which there might be a difference of opinion; at all 
events, it should receive the consideration of the board. He did not say 
that he was opposed to Mr. Redpath’s views—in fact, he rather agreed 
with him, and felt that it would be quite a relief to the directors if the 
responsibility of selection were thrown upon the proprietors at large. 
A Proprietor said there was no obligation upon the board to fill up 
vacancies, and, as Mr. Solomons’s death had occurred so recently, he thought 
the directors should have left the matter open until the present meeting. 
In another company with which he was connected—the Kent Water-Works 
—whose constitution was similar to that of the Commercial Gas Company, 
it had not been considered necessary by the directors to fill up the 
vacancies themselves. 


Mr. Witson said, as the chairman of the Kent Water-Works Company, 
he must be allowed to correct the statement made by the last speaker. 
The directors of that company were very desirous that the proprietors 
should have the opportunity of filling up the vacancies which occurred at 
the board. Unfortunately for them, they had within a few weeks three 
vacancies by death. They consulted their solicitor to know whether there 
was any clause in their Act of Incorporation which would enable them to 
leave the matter with the proprietors at their ordinary meeting, or whether 
they should call a special meeting for the purpose of filling up the vacancies. 
His reply was that they could do nothing of the kind, and that all they 
could do was to keep the vacancies open for two or three years, until the 
time came round when the directors came before the shareholders for re- 
election. They thought it, therefore, desirable, under the circumstances, 
to fill them up, and they had done so; but, like the vacancy which Mr. 
Laport filled, the question would come before the shareholders at the 
proper time, when they would say whether the board had exercised a 
sonnd discretion. 


Mr. Gray said he would not trespass long on the time of the meeting, 
because the chairman had gone so fully into every matter connected with 
the company that he had left little for any one else to say. His —— 
for addressing them at all was that he, being chairman of the City Gas 
Company, had had a great deal to do with the late parliamentary struggle 
between the corporation of London and the gas companies of the metro- 
polis. He deeply lamented that the companies had not on that occasion 
the opportunity of rebutting, as they could have done most satisfactorily, 
every allegation made against them. The consequence of their not having 
done so was, that in all human probability, the corporation would renew 
their application to Parliament next session, and the companies would have 
to incur a turther very heavy expense in defending themselves. It was 
right, however, to state that, in withholding evidence on the late inquiry, 
the companies acted on the advice of their eminent couasel, who considered 
the intimation given by the chairman of the select committee indicated 
that they were satisfied no charge had been substantiated by their oppo- 
nents which required an answer. The learned counsel very naturally con- 
cluded that after the intimation so given it was inexpedient to prolong the 
inquiry by calling witnesses, and to do so would be acting in opposition to 
the wishes of the committee. The time, however, would arrive when the 
companies would be able to show that though they had been publicly 











charged with taking an unfair advantage of the pemagely which Parlia- 
ment in its wisdom had conferred upon them, they had never upon any 
occasion availed themselves of their powers to inflict any injustice upon the 
community. He could conscientiously say, for himself and those asso- 
ciated with him in the conduct of the metropolitan .gas companies, that 
they had always been anxious, consistently with their duty to those whose 
interests they represented, to give to the consumers gas at the most reason- 
able price at which it could be supplied. It had been the course of the 
companies, notwithstanding the abuse lavished upon them—and no term 
of A eee was too strong to apply to them in certain places—to act fairly 
and honestly to the public; and he could answer for them that whenever 
circumstances enabled them further to reduce the price of gas, it would be 
as gratifying to them to make that reduction as it could possibly be to the 
consumer to accept it. He fully concurred in the observation of his worthy 
friend in the chair, that if the corporation were so desirious to take upon 
themselves the manufacture of gas, they should first, as an act of justice, 
pay out the companies, or else invest in some security an amount of money 
equivalent to pay the shareholders the same dividend they were now re- 
ceiving, and to which they were deservedly entitled. And while upon this 
subject, he might just refer to the manner in which the gas supply at Paris 
was carried on. There the companies had a monopoly for 40 years, and 
the profits which they had received upon their £20 shares since 1856 were 
as follows:—In 1856 they received £1 12s. 6d.; in 1857, £1 16s. 6d.; in 
1858, £2; in 1859, £2 8s. 9d.; in 1860, £2 16s.; in 1861, £2 16s.6d.; in 
1862, £3 5s.; in 1868, £3 16s.; in 1864, £4 4s.; and in 1865, £4 4s. per 
share. If the citizens of London would give the companies a monopoly for 
that period, they might have their works at the expiration. _ 

Mr. Repparu inquired at what price gas was supplied at Paris. 

Mr. Grar: The price is 6s. 8d. per 1000 cubic feet. ; 

Mr. Repratu: Then the public in London are not hardly dealt with 
by us. 

"Mr. Gray said it was evident they were not, and if the members of the 
corporation were but reasonable men they would not take the course they 
had done. The great surprise to him was that while the opponents of the 
companies were so Javish in their abuse, there was scarcely a man in the 
Court of Common Council who had the moral courage to say a word in 
their favour, or to do a simple act of justice to those were not present to 
defend themselves. Passing, however, from this subject to the question 
immediately before the meeting, he would remark that he was sure the 
Commercial Company would go on pages, because presiding over its 
affairs was a very able chairman, who was associated with gentlemen who 
took the most lively interests in its success. With respect to the visitation 
of cholera, it was remarkable that during the prevalence of the epidemic at 
Barcelona, those persons living within a certain radius of the gas-works 
escaped without injury; and he should like to know from their friend the 
engineer whether the x workmen connected with this company who 
were struck down by the disease lived within the works, or at a distance 
from them. ee ; 

Mr. R. Jones said they all resided within a short distance from the works, 
and in the district immediately affected by the disease. ‘ 

Mr. Wiison remarked that they were all night workmen with whom the 
disease terminated es ah 

The Cuarrman said that during the former visitation of cholera there 
was no instance of a servant of the company being attacked. . 

Mr. Gray made the same observation with reference to the City Gas 
Company, and concluded his remarks by expressing his satisfaction at the 
present position of the affairs of the Commercial Company, and his thanks 
to the chairman for the able manner in which he had laid the state of those 
affairs before the meeting. 


A Proprietor said he trusted that, notwithstanding some discouraging 
circumstances already alluded to, the shareholders would not become 
anxious respecting the prospects of the company. He was perfectly satisfied 
there was a good time coming for them, and that they had no need to be 
depressed at the circumstance of having again to appear before Parliament. 
His object in rising was to say to his brother shareholders that if they 
forgot everything else the chairman had stated, he trusted they would not 
forget his advice to them not to be alarmed about any depreciation of their 
property, or induced upon any consideration to part with their shares. He 
was satisfied that if any change was considered advisable with respect to 
the gas supply of the metropolis, care would be taken by Parliament that 
full justice was done to those who had invested their capital in gas-works, 
and therefore there was no cause for alarm that the value of their property 
would be diminished, whatever might be the result of the inquiry. 

Another Proprietor asked how the £8377 invested in Consols was to 
be appropriated. 

The CHarrMAN said it was all the directors had been able to set apart 
towards the reserve-fund authorized to be raised by Act of Parliament, 
and was applicable to making good any deficiency in dividends, or to 
meet any emergency. z 

The motion was then put, and carried unanimously. ’ 

The CHAIRMAN moved—“ That, pursuant to the recommendation of the 
board of directors, a dividend of 5 per cent. for the half year ending the 30th 
of June last be now declared, and that cheques for the same, less income- 
tax, be forwarded to the shareholders on Monday, the 8th inst. 

The motion was put, and agreed to nem. con. : : 

Mr. Repparu said he made some remarks respecting the appointment of 
directors at the commencement of the proceedings, which he wished it to be 
understood were made in the kindest and fairest spirit; and, that it might 
not be supposed he meant anything invidious to the present board, he now 
begged the meeting to join him in offering to the chairman and directors a 
most cordial vote of thanks for the very able manner in which they had 
conducted the affairs of the company. He trusted that they would long be 
honoured with the presence of their excellent chairman and his colleagues 
at the board, and that their efforts to pa the well-being of the com- 
pany might continue to be as successful as heretofore. . 

Mr. Gray seconded the motion, which was carried by acclamation. 

The Cuarrman: Gentlemen, I am very much obliged to my old friend 
Mr. Redpath for the kind remarks he has made, and I am very glad to see 
him in the room on this occasion. If I had been asked to say who in the 
Tower Hamlets I should like to see a proprietor of this company, I should 
have said Mr. Redpath, for I know how zealous and useful he is in every 
matter which he undertakes. I am quite sure that his remarks were made 
in a fair spirit, for every one who knows him knows that he could not speak 
in any other spirit; and therefore it was quite a work of supererogation 
for him to make the statement. Gentlemen, I beg to thank you, on my 
own behalf and on behalf of my brother directors, and I assure you we 
always go to work after these meetings with increased zeal in your service. 


A vote of thanks was then given to the auditors, and the same having 
been acknowledged, the proceedings terminated. 
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“LONDON GAS COMPANY. 


The Half-Yearly Meeting of Proprietors was held at the Freemason’s 
Tavern, on Wednesday, Oct. 10—D. Spracus, Esq., the deputy-governor, 


in the chair. : 
The Seorerary (Mr. Hinde) having read the notice convening the 


a the seal of the company was affixed to the register of share- 
ers. 
The following report and statements were then presented :— 


Your directors submit to you the half-yearly aecounts, showing the result of the 
manufacture and distribution of the company’s gas up to the 30th day of June last. 
A copy of the balance-sheet, and a statement of the profit and loss for the past half 

ear, are annexed to this report. It will be seen that, after appropriating £750 to 

Pp fand, in d with the provisions of the London Gaslight 

Act, 1857, the sum of £30,968 15s. 4d. ins applicable to dividend. Out of that 

sum, the dividends upon all classes of preference shares and stocks will be paid on 

or after the 15th inst.; and the directors recommend that a dividend of £2 10s. per 

share, being at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, be paid upon the ordinary shares 
which were paid up in full on or before the 30th day of June last. 

The most important event that has occurred in the interest of the company since 
the patent meeting, has been the obtaining the Act of Parliament authorizin 
the raising of further capital for the purposes of the company. Much trouble an 
delay, as well as needless expense, were occasioned by the opposition raised to its 

sing, and by the agitation on gas matters which prevailed during its progress 
rough Parliament. It is, however, extremely gratifying to the directors to find, 
when the Act was obtained, that there was not wanting on the part of the share- 






































The CuarrmAn: Gentlemen, I have to move—“ That the report of the 
directors and the accounts be received and adopted.” My presence in the 
chair to-day will at once convey to you the unfavourable intelligence that 
our esteemed friend, Mr. Hawkins, still remains in such a state of health as 
to be utterly unable to fill the chair on this occasion. This I am sure you 
will all regret on his account, while I have an additional reason for regret 
on my own, inasmuch as the long and intimate acquaintance he has had 
with the affairs of the company in all the details of its working has fitted 
him very much more than myself to conduct the business of any meeting 
of the proprietors, and to offer every explanation which, in the course of the 
proceedings, may be rendered necessary. It is not my intention, I assure 
you, to detain you beyond a very few minutes in moving the adoption of 
the report, inasmuch as that report speaks for itself and furnishes you with 
information upon every point which is likely to be of interest to you. That 
which, no doubt, will interest yon beyond anything else is the knowledge 
that, notwithstanding the reduction in the price of gas, representing as it 
does a loss upon our revenue of about £16,000 a year, we are still able to 
declare, or rather to recommend you to declare, a dividend at the rate of 
10 per cent. upon the ordinary shares of the company. I am sure, also, it 
must be very gratifying to = to hear that we have so ample a margin 
beyond as to justify usin the issue of the 6 per cent. preference shares 
which were created by our last Act. Under these circumstances, I feel 
that I need not er your attention further, and shall therefore at once 
conclude by moving the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Hauu: I beg leave to second the motion. 

The CuHarrMay, in reply to an inquiry, said the amount of injury sus- 
tained by the company through the accident at Nine Etms was from 
£12,000 to £15,000. 

The motion was put, and carried unanimously. 


holders that cordial support and confidence whieh have been conceded to them for 
so many years, and which have enabled them to overcome difficulties that at one 
time appeared insurmountable, and to place the company in its present state of 
thriving prosperity. A sufficient number of shares have n taken up to meet all 
the aero exigencies of the company, and to ensure the continuance of that. 
pros y. 
The directors congratulate the shareholders on the fact that the effects of the sad 
calamity that occurred immediately after the corresponding meeting to this last 
year, have nearly disappeared ; there remains only the restitution of the gasholder 
which was most damaged to be completed, for all to be in a perfect condition, 
and fitted for the carrying on of a greatly enlarged business without any consider- 
able further outlay. 
Another subject for congratulation is the fact that, although the price charged for 
gas has been reduced by 6d. per 1000 feet, such is the elasticity of the company’s 
business, that the increase of rental has done much to recoup the loss; and this 
result would have been more favourable but for the circumstance of a portion of 
our lighting having been pee ae ena by the alterations making in the Grosvenor dis- | 
trict, and also by the preparations in s for clearing the site for the new 
Courts of Justice in the parish of St. Clement’s; but these alterations will, it is 
hoped, when completed, rather add to, than permanently diminish, the rental; and 
the directors trust to be enabled ere long to indulge in the gratification of a further 
reduction in the price of gas. 
The result of enlarged mains which have been Jaid, and referred to in former 
reports, has not only improved the general supply of our districts, thereby putting 
an end to all complaints of that nature, but also aided in diminishing leakage. The 
chief work recently undertaken has been the entire enclosure of the works at Nine 
Elms, thus isolating them from the surrounding neighbourhood ; this completed, | 





our works will favourably compare with any in the kingdom. 
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The Cuarrman: 1 beg now to move—“ That the dividends upon all 








classes of preference shares and stocks be paid on and after the 15th inst., 
and that adividend of £2 10s. per share, being at the rate of 10 per cent. 
per annum, be paid upon the ordinary shares which were paid up in full 
on or before the 30th of June last.” 

Mr. Downs seconded the motion, which was at once put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Downs: Gentlemen, I move—“ That the best thanks of the meeting 
be presented to the governor, deputy-governor, and directors, for their con- 
tinued and assiduous attention to the business of the company;” and I 
congratulate them on the position the company now occupies after all the 
difficulties and dangers we have had to encounter. 

The motion having been seconded, was very cordially oa. ai! 

The Cuarrman: Gentlemen, I can assure you it is highly gratifying to 
me personally, and Iam sure it is to my colleagues also, to receive this 
mark of your approval, as we have received similar testimonials from you 
on former occasions. We thank you very cordially and gratefully for it, 
and trust you will give us credit for still further endeavours to uphold, and 
if possible to increase the prosperity of the company. : 

On the motion of Mr. Lanvon, thanks were given to the auditors for 
their very efficient services. 

Mr. DeEvey acknowledged the vote. k 

Mr. Downs: I think before we separate we ought to pass a vote of than , 
to our rr engineer for his very great exertions in the management 0 
the works. It is very gratifying to find that though our rental has dimi- 
nished through the reduction which has taken place in the price of gas, 
the proportion which it hears to the value of the coals consumed remains 
as nearly as possible the same as last year, which is satisfactory evidence 
of the care and attention bestowed upon every department of the working 
by Mr. Watson. 1 

Mr. Hater: As a director of the company I have very great pomeeh 
in seconding the resolution. We all know that the well-being of an under, 
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potion like this depends so much u the executive staff, that we are 
bound to recognize and acknowledge value of their services. 

The motion was put, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Watson: Mr. Chairman and rr voy | beg, to thank you for this 
expression of your approval, and to assure you tbat it will always be my 
utmost endeavour, while I remain in the service of the company, to pro- 
mote your interests. 





IMPERIAL GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly General Meeting of the Proprietors of this Company 
was held on Thursday, October 11, at the Offices of the Company, 33, John 
pv Bedford Row—Epwarp VaveHan Ricuarps, Esq., governor, in 
the chair. 

The Secretary read the advertisement convening the meeting, and also 
the following re and accounts:— 

Your directors have the pleasure to report that, notwithstanding the reduction of 
6d. per 1000 feet in the price of your gas, which took place on the Ist of July, 1865, 
the receipts for the past half year are sufficient to maintain your ordinary dividend 
of 10 per cent., and to leave a balance of £728 lls. 1d. 

They regret, however, that their endeavours to procure from Parliament the means 
of fulfilling the obligations imposed on them towards the public have met with only 


partial success. 

The capital of the company being nearly exhausted, and their works being in- 
sufficient to meet the rapidly increasing demand for in the district assigned to 
the pany, your di (as you are aware) in uced a bill into Parliament in 
the session of 1865, to enable them to double their capital and to acquire additional 
lands at Bow, in a position well suited for the objects they had in view. 

This bill, after full inquiry before a select committee of the House of Commons, 
who visited personally the spot in question, met with their unanimous sanction, but 
was rejected without aay on the second reading in the House of Lords, on an 
— raised by the Bishop of London to the enlargement of the company’s works 
at Fulham. 

This year a bill for a similar object was introduced, and, beginning in the House 
of Lords, met with the sanction and = of the select committee to whom it was 
referred; but failed on the second reading by the House of Commons, on an objection 
raised to the erection of works on the. site proposed at Bow, as being near Victoria 








£1,963,886 8 11 


The Cxa1rMAn observed that the business before the meeting consisted 
of three distinct subjects—viz., the ordinary business in passing the past 
half year’s accounts, with the declaration of a dividend, and then the two 
matters for which — notice had been given, in relation to the creation 
of two classes of additional share capital. With respect to the past half- 
year’s proceedings, it was satisfactory to him to point out that, notwith- 
standing the e reduction in the price of gas, which gave the consumers 
in the company’s district a saving during the past year of nearly £50,000, 
the company are able to maintain their usual dividend. The closest eco- 
nomy and watchfulness were needed to bring about that result, for, in 
common with other metropolitan gas companies, this company had been 
obliged to augment largely the rate of wages to almost every class of 
labourer in their employ, and at the same time the price of coal had 
advanced very considerably. Anotheritem in the account of the past half year 
had also been unfavourable. Notwithstanding the high price of coal, the 
rates obtained for coke had been unusually low. This was a matter en- 
tirely beyond the control of the directors, who could only get best London 
market price, and that was altogether ruled by other circumstances than 
those which govern the price of coal in the north. Thus, in comparing the 
past half year’s accounts with those of the corresponding period of 1865, it 
appeared that whilst the company had expended £10,000 more for coal, 
both in consequence of the increased price and the increased quantity of 
gas made and sold, the coke sales actually produced £3000 less. With 
respect to the parliamentary proceedings of the company during the past 
half year, the report of the directors entered so largely into the subject, and 
the shareholders had from time to time been made so fully aware of all the 
circumstances, that he did not propose to occupy their time on the present 
occasion further than to express a hope that Pertiament may be induced 
to deal more fairly and consistently with any bill this company may be 
obliged to lay before them in the ensuing session. 

In reply to a question by a proprietor, the CHArrmAN stated that the 
amount paid on account of the expenses incurred in promoting the com- 
pany’s own bill in Parliament was charged against the current revenue of 
the half year, but the amount paid on account of the general inquiry before 
& special committee of the House of Commons, relating to the working of 
the Metropolis Gas Act, had been charged against the contingency-fund. 

The report and accounts were then put, and carried unanimously. 

A dividend was also declared at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum. 

The meeting having been made special, to consider the questions for 
which notice had been given, 


— 

















Your directors had great difficulty in procuring the reintroduction of a bill to 
authorize them to raise a sufficient amount of capital to enable them to carry on 
their undertaking for a limited period; and this bill passed the Commons, autho~ 
rizing the company to raise £325,000, with a limited dividend of 74 per cent., which 
had been conceded to all other metropolitan gas Pp ; but the Chairman of 
Committees of the House of Lords, to whom the bill was referred in that House, 
refused to allow a higher rate of dividend than 7 per cent. on the new capital, and to 
this your directors were obliged to submit, as without this additional capital it would 
have been impossible for them to fulfil their obligations to the public. 

At the same time an inquiry took place, before a seleet committee of the House of 
Cc , into the op of the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860, which resulted in @ 
report unfavourable to the gas companies, but the most adverse paragraphs were 
carried my! by very small majorities, and were clearly inconsistent with the evidenee 
on which they profess to be founded. ss 

Your directors can with confidence refer even to the evidence of witnesses called 
in opposition to the gas companies, for proof that they have honestly and successfully 
fulfi every obligation imposed upon them by their own Acts or the Metropolis 
Gas Act; and, strong in this confidence, they feel less anxiety than they otherwise 
should as to the adverse character of the report in question. 2 

It will, however, be absolutely necessary, if the company are to remain under 
obligation to supply the large district confided to them, that they should at no 
remote period make a renewed application to Parliament for powers to acquire addi-~ 
tional land, and to construct new works, for which purpose additional eapital will 


be required. 

In the meanwhile, your directors have given their attention to the best mode of 
raising the additional capital of £325,000 which they are authorized to create, and 
they have come to the conclusion that it will be most conducive to the interests of 
the proprietors, before so doing, to relieve the company of a large portion of its pre- 
sent mortgage debt, the interest on which of course forms a charge on their receipts 
prior to the payment of any dividend amongst the proprietors. _ 

Resolutions will, therefore, be submitted to you for creating £260,000 of new 
capital under the powers of your Act of 1854, to rank on an equality with the exist- 
ing capital of the company, and for the purpose of paying off so much of their mort- 

debt as it falls due; and further resolutions for creating. a new capital of 
5,000, with a dividend of 7 per cent., payable so long as the original shares shall 
receive a not less dividend. 7 

It is with regret your directors have to announce the retirement of their much- 
valued colleague and oldest member ‘of the board, Mr.‘James Silver. They have 
further to report that they have elected Lord Alfred Paget to fill the vacancy thus 








Park. created. 
Dr.- Revenue Account, for the Half Year ending June 30, 1866, Or. 

To Coalsconsumed . . .. . ow « 2 « « ees 8 By Geerental’. . .°. 2. 2 1 0 0 0 e 0 + + (RAMMIS ES O 
Wages for manufactory. . . . . 22,751 0 8 " laaencentel he ae oe 1,751 13 2 
Purifying, oil, and sundry stores . 3,781 16 10 RR? ors ‘a Se “sé Be. “e %e Me 34,514 7 0 
Dodo 6 6 + 6 «8 & 670 7 2 SS ee a ee 5,555 14 6 
Rent, rates,andtaxes . . ..... ‘ 5,295 5 4 Dies eee . cw 6 tk ee 8 te 8 1,517 13 3 
Directorsand auditors . ...... 1,328 15 0 6 c6 eS ee eS Re 331 3 
Salaries and collectorscommission ..... . 12,008 15 0 
Stationery, printing, and generalcharges . . . . . 2,384 7 5 
ee tee + 2 <9 2 68 ‘a ss 
Law and parliamen’ charges . . «© - ©» «© «© « 

Compensation fordamages. . . . . . + + « « 124 «511 
Profit and lossaccount . .°. . 2. 2 6 © «© + « 81,007 2 0 . ‘ . 
£273,083 5 2 $273,083 5 2 
Dr. Profit and Loss Account. Cr. 
To Dividend to Dec. 31,1865 . . . . . . « « « » £65,000 0 0 By Balance from lastaccount. . . . . «+ + : 770 16 6 
rve-fund . . . +: © © o «+ © © © « « Mhs70 16 6 Revenue aecount, . ..... - + + « + + «+ + 81,007 2 0 
EEE LOE er 1,500 0 0 Contingency-fund . . .°'. . 1 6 © © «© + + «6085 16 0 
Interest on bonds amd debentures. . . . . . « 13,778 10 11 
Parliamentaryebamges. .....+.¢»--. « 88516 0 . 
Balance, being the profit forthe half year, . . . 65,728 11 1 . 
£173,313 14 6 £173,313 14 6 
Dr. Balance-Sheet. Cr. 

Fo Tut gw 2s ct tte ic 0 0 6 « ies MT By Capital, joint-stock . . . 1. 1 1 we w £1,300,000 0 0 
Reserve-fund invested — ° 7 60,029 13 6 Proprietors 10 percent.bonds ....... 130,000 0 0 
Contingensy-fund ditto. .. ........sne 36,448 9 11 eae ee eee ee 302,500 0 0 

for inhandandondeposit ... 64,902 0 9 Reserve-famd . . 4. s+ 2+ s+ s+ es es ee eo 84,800 10 0 
Sundry debtors fer gas,coke,&c. . . . .., 109,657 3 4 Contingency-fund .....-. ee 35,412 13 11 
Coals, coke, and stores for.stocksonhand. . . . 51,404 6 10 Interest due on bondsanddebentures ... . 13,524 4 1 

° . Sundry creditors for goods, &c., supplied to com- 
Ts. 6 6 4+ 6 * os. 6 oe 8 © * Oo 31,920 9 10 
. Profitandloss 2 «eee ceceee 65,728 11 1 


£1,963,886 8 11 


, _ Guasnmen,| in proposing & resolution ~ create annee rape 0 shares 
or the of paying off a correspopding amount e com "s 
debenture debt, stated that it was by no means intended to make ten 
those shares immediately, but to do so cautiously, from time to time, 


it became evident that the revenue of the company could well bear such an 
extra e. 

After some further lanations, the following resolution passed unani- 
mously— That under the powers of the Imperial Gas Act, 1854, and the 


Acts incorporated therewith, the existing share capital of the company 
shall be increased by the sum of £260,000, by the creation of 26,000 new 
shares of £10 each, for the purpose of paying off the sum of £260,000, part 
of the amount of the money borrowed by the company upon the mortgages, 
debentures, or bonds of the company; such new £10 shares to be entitled 
to dividends upon the amount paid upon the same at the same rate as may 
be payable upon the existing £50 shares of the company. That the court 
of directors of the company shall have power to require the payment of 
such deposit, and from time to time to make such calls in respect of such 
new £10 shares, of such amount and at such times as the court of directors 
shall think fit; and that such new £10 shares shall be offered to the present 
£50 shareholders of the company respectively at par, in the proportion of 
one new £10 share for every £50 share now held by them respectively.” 

The CuarrMan then explained the proposal of the directors with respect 
to the 26,000 new £12 10s. shares, amounting to £325,000 additional capital, 
to be created under the company’s Act of last session, pointing out more 
particularly that whilst the maximum dividend payable on such new 
shares was limited to 7 per cent., yet by the conditions under which it was 
proposed to issue them, they became in a great measure preference shares, 
or sufficiently so to make such new shares very valuable property. The 
resolution to be submitted to the meeting proposed that the new £12 10s. 
shares should never receive a less dividend than 7 per cent., unless and until 
the dividend on the existing share capital, which had been for so many 
years 10 per cent., should fall below 7 per cent.; and he hoped and believed 
sincerely that such a contingency was a very remote one. 

The following resolution was then put, and carried unanimously :— 
“That under the powers of the Imperial Gas Act, 1866, and the Acts in- 
corporated therewith, the sum of £325,000 shall be raised as further or ad- 
ditional capital of the company, by the ereation of 26,000 new ordinary 
shares of the company of £12 10s. each, carrying a maximum dividend of 








£7 per cent. per annum, and whilst the dividends upon the said £50 shares 
and £10 new shares shall exceed or amount to £7 per cent. per annum, the 
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said new ordinary £12 10s. shares shall be entitled to a dividend of £7 per 
cent. per annum; and if the dividends upon the said £50 shares and £10 
new 8 shall fall below £7 per cent. per annum, then the said new 
ordinary £12 10s. shares shall be entitled to a dividend of equal rate with 
_ said £50 po neg £10 new shares, kg the ee mt ae of 
@ company s ave power to require the ent of a deposit upon 
the issue of the said new ordinary £12 10s. don (not bein hes than 
one-fifth part of the amount of each such last-mentioned shares), and from 
time to time to make such calls upon or in respect of such last new ordi- 
y £12 103. shares of such amounts and at such times as the said court 
of ctors shall think fit; and that such last-mentioned shares shall be 
offered to the present £50 shareholders of the company respectively at par, 
in proportion of one new ordinary £12 10s. share for every £50 share now 
held by them respectively. That the scale of voting in respect to the said 
new ordinary £12 10s. shares shall be as follows, viz.:—The holder shall be 
entitled to one vote for every four such shares up to forty, and to have an 
additional vote for every twenty such shares beyond the first forty such 
shares held by him up to one hundred, and an additional vote for every 
forty such shares held by him beyond the first hundred.” 
A resolution was then put and carried authorizing the court of directors 
to dis of any of the new shares which might not be taken up by the 
shareholders, in such way as they may think fit. 


A cordial vote of thanks to the governor and directors was proposed, and 
carried unanimously. 








Dr. Balance-Sheet, 
To Capital— 
Oldshares. . . . © « « « « £150,000 0 0 
New ditto. . . . « © « © « 50,000 0 0 
£200,000 0 0 
Less callsunpaid . . . 0 « « 11 0 0 
199,989 0 0 
Eo a a ae ee ee ¢ «*e © 6s 9,300 0 0 
Sundry creditors. . « « » « © © © 0 © « « 10,878 14 4 
ening so oe ce, pe oe Se 158 12 4 
Balance ofrevenyeaccount, . . . »« « » © « « 18,64014 8 


£263,962 1 4 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance brought forward . . . . « » « « « « « 4&1,343 7 9 
Sale of gas— 

Common gas, at 4s. 6d. per 1000 cubic 

DL cn a, eh nt dita 'a -o « See 2 

Publiclighting andcontracts. . . 6,794 1 6 


30,690 0 9 
Sale of residual products— 
ae « o + «se «3 « o* Ques 
, a rs » ow % 358 19 3 
ie in. <6. & eee ee 1,034 5 6 
e+ + 6&6 + 3 6 © & 236 8 0 


6,913 17 3 
Transfer fees . 2. 2 © © © © © @ @ © © oO 8 710 0 


£38,954 15 9 


The CHarrMaN, in moving the adoption of the report, said the directors 
now stood before the shareholders to give an account of their stewardship 
for the past six months—or, he — rather say, for the last six years, 
looking back to the year 1860, which was the period at which the gas com- 
panies of the metropolis started, as it were, upon new terms and conditions 
under the Act of Parliament passed in that year. And for himself and 
colleagues he could truly say that it was with great pleasure that the 

presented themselves to the shareholders on this occasion, for they felt 
they could conscientiously say that during the whole of that time they had 
endeavoured faithfully to discharge their duty as well to the = at large 
as to those who were their more immediate constituents. The majority of 
those whom he now addressed would remember that in the year 1860 the 
gas question was prominently before Parliament, and an Act was passed 
for regulating the conditions of supply to the metropolis, which he and 
many others regarded as a final settlement of that questioa—a settlement 
upon terms which were considered most just and equitable to all parties. 
e question had been agitated for some years previously, and the Legisla- 
ture appeared to think that the time had then come for them to take the 
whole matter into their hands. He (the chairman) felt that he must give 
them credit for the manner in which this was done. The question was 
fairly investigated on both sides; all the charges which could be brought 
against the companies were patiently listened to; and then the companies 
were heard in their own defence. The committee to whom the inquiry was 
referred having thus gone into the matter, came to a determination which 
was based upon the endeavour so to adjust the differences between the 
consumers and the companies that all parties should go away satisfied. 
The main feature of the Act which they recommended Parliament to 
was that of legalizing the assignment of districts to the several 
companies with the view to economy in the distribution of gas, and 
to prevent that competition which had proved so expensive and ruinous 
in the past. They also determined ‘to fix the maximum dividend which 
the companies should receive, allowing them a fair and reasonable return 
upon the capital which they had embarked, taking into consideration the risks 
incurred in the manufacture of gas. Every one knew that, to a large 
extent, it was a business attended with risk. A few years ago there was a 
fire in Wood Street, occasioned by an escape of gas, which cost the Great 
Central Company upwards of £20,000; and, more recently, there was the 
explosion at Nine Elms, which was attended with such disastrous results. 
It was a great mercy for the Surrey Consumers Company that hitherto 





Revenue Account, for the Siz 











they had escaped any great calamity of this kind, but no one could tell how 





SURREY CONSUMERS GAS COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly Ordinary Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company 
was held at the Bridge House Hotel, Southwark, on Thursday, Oct. 11— 
Tuomas Pocock, Esq., in the chair. 

Mr. Boppy (the sor read the advertisement convening the meeting 
and the following report of the directors :— 

In presenting the subjoined stat t of ts for the six months ending the 
30th of June, the directors have the pl to that the sum available for 
distribution amounts to £13,640 14s. 8d., from which they recommend the usual 
dividend of 5 per cent. upon the paid-up capital, and 2 per cent. in addition upon 
the old shares, which will complete the payment of back dividends authorized by the 
Metropolis Gas Act of 1860. 

The shareholders will notice a considerable charge for parliamen expenses. 
They were informed, in the last report, that the directors had joined the other 
metropolitan gas companies to resist an attempt to upset the provisions of the 
Metropolis Gas Act of 1860, The inquiry was conducted before a select committee 
of the House of Commons, and the gas companies were disarmed by the chairman 
of the committee suggesting that there was no necessity for the companies to fur- 
nish evidence in reply, excepting as to one point of the inquiry. The result, there- 
fore, was a partial report, grounded on ex parte evidence, which has unfortunately 
served only to increase the prejudices previously existing on the subject. The 
directors will fully watch any measures in the ensuing session which may seem 
to threaten the interests of this company. 

In their last report the directors informed the shareholders that they had resolved 
to reduce the price of gas, from Midsummer last, from 4s. 6d. to 4s. per 1000 cubic 
feet. This reducti as dingly been made, and the consumers of gas are 
therefore enjoying the advantages which the framers of the Metropolis Gas Act of 
1860 intended to confer. 

The directors have the satisfaction of stating that the new tank and gasholder 
mentioned in their last report are now completed, and that the works and plant in 
other respects are in good condition. 


to June 30, 1866. Cr. 


By Works, as per last balance-sheet . . . £228,058 14 6 
Ditto, amount expended this half year . 14,811 7 
£242,869 18 




















1 
Due to the company for— 
ei eh ge .6 ~ oe «oe ete «. oe BRB 3 
| alll nn a i er eee 1,305 5 8 
Sundries a eo oe oe ae ee a 145 1 5 
Coalsinstock . , — — 8 715 0 
Cash balances— 
At bankers, general account . - - £7,152 17 7 
Dividend account . . ... « 158 12 4 
ee ee eee 28 0 2 
. ———__ 7,339 10 1 
£263,962 1 4 
Months ending June 30, 1866. 
EXPENDITURE. 
Directorsallowances. . . . . » « » £750 0 0 
Salaries of secretary andclerks. . . ... 535 0 0 
Collectors commissionand pay. ... . 369 5 9 
Stationery, printing, and general charges . 446 12 8 
Paymenttoauditors . ... . a 3110 0 
£2,132 8 5 
Manufacture of gas— 
Coals carbonized. . . . . . « £13,093 17 10 
Purifying materials. . . . . . 30 2 0 
Supervision andlabour ... . 4,954 7 0 
Toolsandimplements. ... . 11911 1 
Ordinary repair and maintenance of 
premisesand plant , . .« »« e 1,365 14 9 
—_————-_ 19,563 12 8 
Distribution, including service-mains, pipes, &c.— 
Ordinary repair and maintenance . £468 9 8 
Meters, restoring and replacing . 191 310 
Meters, additional . . . . . 7214 9 
— 732 8 3 
Rents, rates, andtaxes . . . « - © © © © © » 1,212 9 4 
Parliamentary and law charges . . . ». « © «© « = - : 


Interest on bonds, &c. . . 
Discounts re ae et ee 
| | 6S eee 

297 4 0 


0 ee ee a ae ae ee ee ee a ee 
£38,954 15 9 


soon an accident might occur. The Legislature, in view of these contin- 
gencies, thought it but fair and reasonable the companies should be allowed 
to take dividends at the rate of 10 per cent. if their profits enabled them to 
do so. Then, as many of the companies had heretofore not received above 
3 or 4 per cent., they said we will allow you also to make up those divi- 
dends, going back for a period of six years, to the same rate, and, having 
done that, the excess of profits shall go in reduction of the price of gas. All 
this was settled in 1860, as was thought and believed upon a fair, equitable, 
and lasting basis. The gas companies of the metropolis had endeavoured 
to adhere to the principles of that Act, and, as a matter of fact, it might be 
stated that, during the whole six subsequent years, only two complaints of 
failure of duty on their part had been substantiated, although the 
public had the fullest opportunity of laying their complaints, if 
they had any, before the Home Secretary. But, notwithstanding this, 
another agitation had been got up against the companies. How it 
had arisen he could not exactly say, but the ground of it appeared 
to be that, in the opinion of some persons, the companies were 
receiving too high a dividend. No doubt, in consequeuce of the 
districting arrangements, the companies did derive considerable ad- 

vantage over that which they possessed in the former state of 
things, and had thus been enabled to attain their maximum dividend; but 
this must ultimately be the better for the consumers in securing to them 3 

reduction in the price of gas. But there were a few dissatisfied persons 

who sought to impregnate the public mind with their own views on the 

subject, and who accused the companies of robbing the consumers. Upon 

what ground they could justify snch accusations he was at a loss to con- 

ceive. Certainly, with reference to all the charges brought by them 

during the last session of Parliament, if the companies had been suffered to 

be heard before the committee—and he regretted very much they were 

not heard—they would have been able to furnish a most triumphant refu- 

tation. It seemed that in the City the corporation were desirous to make 

their own gas, and they alleged that they should be able to make it a 

and cheaper than the companies at. present giving the supply. It ee al 

very well for a corporate body, who had not to put their hands into t rnd 
own pockets, but could resort to the corporation funds to make up de- 
ficiencies, if necessary, to talk in this way. The result of their ursuccess- 
ful attempt to supersede the companies had been that they had themselves 
spent about £8000, while the companies, in defending themselves, h 


th 

_ 

_ 
oe 

~ 
Ome 
wate ee 














expended about £10,000. Thus £18,000 had been wasted during the pew 
session, which had gone into the pockets of the lawyers and counsel. 
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the companies were to be perpetually put to these expenses, how was it 
ssible that reductions could take place in the price of an "Then, again, 
with respect to the local authorities, although he would rather say but 
little about them, they seemed to have an idea that it was impossible to 
assess the gas companies too high. When the question of rating came 
before these boards, the feeling was, “Oh, it is the gas company ; lay it on 
thick.” All these things operated against the companies in the manufac- 
ture of gas and its distribution at a cheaper price. And yet these same 
local boards were continually coming to the gas companies asking for a 
reduction in the charge for the public lamps, while they were oes laying 
on the assessment as thick as they could lay it. There was something ex- 
tremely unreasonable in all this. At the present time, too, the cost of 
coals was much greater, and it was not at all probable they would become 
cheaper. This company were paying upwards of £2000 more under their 
existing than under their former contract for coals, and they found, on 
the other hand, that the value of the residual products was diminishing. 
The price of coke was much lower; it was difficult to get rid of the ammo- 
niacal liquor; the other products had depreciated in value; and in the 
face of all these things there was an agitation for a further reduction in 
the price of gas. He did not see how it was to be done with anything like 
justice towards the shareholders; and while he was a director of this com- 
pany he would certainly stand up for justice to those widows and 
orphans and others who, on the faith of the security of an Act of 
Parliament, had invested their money in this undertaking. What- 
ever might be the result of the agitations it was impossible to say, 
but he trusted that before any alteration in the existing law was 
attempted the gas companies would have a fair hearing by a committee 
of the House of Commons. He had confidence enough in the Legis- 
lature of this country to believe that they would never wittingly do an 
unjust act to individuals or to public companies, and that they would never 
consent to rescind the privileges which were secured by existing legislation 
to those who had embarked their capital in great undertakings like these, 
unless it could be proved that the companies had neglected their duty to 
the public. For the Surrey Consumers Company he could truly say that 
they had been striving by all the means in their power, and with the as- 
sistance of their excellent and able engineer, to furnish a supply of good 
gas as cheaply as possible, but he would never be willing to sell gas at a 
price which would not give to the shareholders that fair and reasonable 
return they had a right to expect. Looking over the history of the com- 
pany during the 16 years it had been in operation, he found that on the 
average the dividends paid to the proprietors had been a little over 6 per 
cent. During the first two years they received nothing, then they were 
able to divide 2 per cent.; as time progressed they reached 5 per cent., then 
6, and then 8 per cent, but, as he had remarked, the average of the whole 
od was only a little over 6 percent. And yet such people as Mr. Dresser 
rs, and others, got up in public meetings, and in the Sccomen Council, 
and talked about the gas companies making large fortunes out of the public. 
For his own part,he would not again go through the same amount of labour 
and anxiety that he had done during those 16 years for 60 per cent. He was 
sorry that he had taken upso much of the time of the proprietors with these 
matters, and would now conclude by assuring them that the directors were 
fully alive to every matter affecting their interests, and that if any attempt 
were made to infringe their just rights they would be found doing their 
utmost to oppose and frustrate it. 
Mr. Lippie said he thought the proprietors had every reason to be 
satisfied with the attention the directors and officers had paid to the affairs 
of the company, and to the welfare of the shareholders. Looking at the 
state of the works now, and remembering what they were in times past, 
the proprietors must feel exceedingly grateful for the ability and energy 
displayed by those who had had them in charge. He had been connected 
with the company for 14 or 15 years, and had never been absent from a 
meeting of the shareholders. On all these occasions he had been received 
with the utmost kindness and urbanity by the directors, and had always 
had a patient hearing, although formerly it was sometimes his misfortune 
to have to find fault with their proceedings. He was happy to say that 
during the last four or five years everything had presented a different 
ape coy and he had nothing but satisfaction to express as to the mode 
in which the works were conducted. Referring to the observations made 
by the chairman, he could not but think it was a most marvellous thing 
that many of the boards of works of the various districts in the metropolis, 
who had it so much in their power to look after the gas companies, had 
not appointed efficient officers to test the illuminating power and purity of 
the gas supplied, but had erroneously jumped to the conclusion that the 
gas was chemically bad, and not of sufficient illuminating power. Looking 
to the statements published from time to time, and speaking from his own 
experiments of the gas supplied by four of the London companies, he felt 
justified in asserting that not upon one single occasion had the gas been 
found of {an illuminating power less than 2-candles‘above the parlia- 
mentary standard. This was a fact which was not properly known or 
understood by the public, but assertions had been made contrary to the 
evidence which might have been obtained had the local authorities taken 
those measures which the Act of 1860 contemplated, and which, in the 
public interest, they were bound to do. Unfortunately, the agitators 
against the gas companies had been listened to in the House of Commons 
and he felt bound to say that the way in which the recent inquiry in that 
House was conducted did not reflect much credit upon that branch of the 
Legislature. The inquiry was all on one side. Complaints were alleged 
against the companies, who had no opportunity of being heard to show 
how unfounded they were. It was, he presumed, deemed inexpedient to 
Continue the investigation, and, without listening to the reply upon the 
charges, the committee presented a report (as to which, however, they 
seemed to have been divided) which had unfortunately left the matter in 
such a position that further inquiry must almost of necessity take place next 
session. If that were the case, he most earnestly hoped the companies 
would be heard in their own defence, for he was quite sure that when their 
evidence was produced the House of Commons would not judge them 
unfairly, but that such a result would be arrived at as would be satis- 
factory to all parties. 
_ Mr. Bake said he looked upon the present moment as a sort of epoch 
in the history of the company. It was notified in the report that the pro- 
Prietors were now to receive the last back dividends to which they had 
any claim under the Act of 1860. He was quite sure it must be in the 
mind of every one of the directors that, if they had yielded to public abuse 
and clamour, the payment of these back dividends never would have been 
made. They would have been intimidated long since from doing an act of 
Justice to the proprietors, and have conceded to the public a reduction in 
the _ of gas before paying over those back dividends to which it was 
candidly admitted by the Lecbictase they were fairly entitled. And what 
Would have been the consequence when this was done? Would they have 








received any credit whatever for their public spirit if they had neglected 
the interests of the proprietors in so doing? On the contrary, he firmly and 
conscientiously believed that no sooner had it been done than they would | 
have been laughed at for their pains. Happily the directors knew too well | 
the duty which they owed to their constituents, and to themselves as honest | 
men. When this question was before the House of Commons, no doubt the 
precarious nature of the operations of the gas companies was thoroughly 
discussed and understood before such a concession was made to them as 
that they should be entitled to make up their deficient back dividends to | 
10 per cent. for six years past, but it was only through the immunity they | 
had enjoyed, from the difficulties to which such undertakings were subject, 
that this company had been in a position to avail themselves of the privilege 
thus afforded them. There had been a fortunate concatenation of circum- 
stanees which had enabled the directors to hand over to the proprietors that 
which the Legislature in its wisdom declared they were fully entitled to. 
The aspect of the company on this occasion, and that which it presented 
six years ago, was marvellously different. In the year 1860 their revenue 
was £43,000, in 1861 it was £44,800, and the meeting would remember that 
just about that time the gentleman who had the management of the works, 
and to whom their interests were then farmed, made a proposition to add 
something like £2000 a year to their income if a renewed lease for five or 
seven years were granted to him. Time had proved how wise the directors 
of that day were in refusing such a concession, for instead of a revenne of 
£43,000 or £45,000, the company were now in the receipt of an income of 
£61,000. But then the meeting must remember that the company had 
reached a period when there possibly might be a change. He was not at 
all a bird of ill omen, but he must remind them that future legislation had 
been hinted at by the chairman—and rightly so too, for no doubt there 
were schemes in preparation for making considerable alterations with regard 
to the metropolis gas companies—during the ensning session, and probably 
attempts would be made to impose upon them a higher illuminating power, 
a lower maximum price, and greater restrictions as to the degree of purity 
in the gas. All this was upon the carpet; and, on the other hand, as they 
had heard the price of coal was advancing, and the value of residual pro- 
ducts decreasing, at the very time when they must prepare themselves for 
whatever restrictions the Legislature might think fit to impose. But when 
he looked at the progressive increase in the revenue of the company, he 
thought there was that amount of elasticity and vitality in their affairs, and 
that the consumption of gas would so expand in their growing district that 
the proprietors might dismiss all fears for the future, provided that the 
business were conducted as it had been, with honesty, ability, and dis- 
cretion. For himself, taking all these matters into consideration, he had 
no apprehensions, and he trusted that when another six years had passed 
away, the proprietors would find that though they could not have 13 per 
cent. in the course of twelve months upon their investment, they might 
safely look forward to a continuance of 10 per cent., arate of dividend which, 
with present experience, no one could possibly be discontented with as a 
permanent investment. 

Mr, B. Evans inquired whether the legal expenses incurred during the late 
parliamentary campaign had been divided equally between the thirteen 
metropolitan gas companies, or whether each contributed in the proportion 
of the interests they had to protect. 

The Cuarrman said they paid in proportion to their respective rentals. 

Mr. B. Evans said he hoped the directors would remember that parlia- 
mentary campaigns were very expensive, and he desired to commend to 
their notice two or three points in connexion with this subject. The 
select committee of the House of Commons had reported that certain 
things ought to be done by the gas companies—that they ought to supply 
gas of greater purity, higher illuminating power, and at a reduced price. 
This company had since then reduced their price. He believed this was the 
most important ingredient in the question before Parliament, and it would 
disarm, in great measure, the opposition which had been fomented. He did 
not believe that those who were now getting up opposition would find 
themselves so strong in future sessions of Parliament as in the last, par- 
ticularly upon this point. No doubt the directors would have another par- 
liamentary campaign, and he only wished them to consider seriously whe- 
ther they would combine with the other companies to prevent a great 
improvement in the metropolis. This company, with the other companies, 
had bined to op the use of subways on a former occasion, and if 
the directors were still of the same opinion as they were then, they would 
have to prepare for another campaign in Parliament to oppose the authori- 
ties who were going for powers to utilize the subways of the metropolis. 
These subways had been constructed, and would still be constructed, and 
there was no doubt they could be used—at all events, that was the opinion 
of the Metropolitan Board of Works—with perfect safety, and with great 
advantage to the public. He hoped therefore that the directors, before they | 
resolved upon further opposition to the use of these subways, would | 
seriously consider whether they were not opposing an improvement which | 
was daily becoming, in the eyes of the public, a necessity in this great 
metropolis. With regard to the danger, he, for his part, believed there was | 
nothing in that objection; and, with regard to the question of rental, he 
believed the gas companies would in the end be great savers by their use. | 
In fact, he was certain that any rental that might be imposed upon them 
would be less than the great expense they now incurred in tearing up and 
restoring the streets to lay down and repair their mains. They might 
depend upon it these subways would continue to be constructed in all new | 
streets, whatever obstructions the gas companies might interpose, and he 
therefore submitted to the serious consideration of the directors whether | 
further opposition was prudent or likely to be successful. | 

Mr. Nicuotson said the honourable proprietor spoke as a member of the || 
Metropolitan Board, but he must be allowed to tell him that this question | 
had been discussed before; and first, as a matter of fact, he must beg leave | 
to correct an observation he had made. Mr. Evans stated that this com-_| | 
pany combined with the other metropolitan companies to oppose the utili- 
zation of the subways. They did nothing of the kind. There was no 
systematic opposition to the measure when it was brought before Parlia- | 
ment, nor had there been since; but the subject had had the serious consi- | 
deration of the board of this company, and what they said was this—and 
he believed, unless something more cogent and logical could be shown than 
had yet been shown, they must still retain the opinion they had already 

expressed—*“ We do not oppose you in constructing subways; we do not 
object to go into the subways you have constructed; but what we do 
object to is this, that you shall compel us to pay a very onerous rent or 
tax for the use of these subways, and lay the onus upon us with respect to 
the risk and danger to life and property which the use of those subways 
entails.” This was done upon the strength of the evidence brought forward 
as to the use of subways elsewhere. The Metropolitan Board and the 











committee of the House of Commons had before them the testimony of 
scientific men both in England and in France, where subways had been 
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tried, He (Mr. Nicholson) did not know whether the facts then 
disclosed had been altered, or what the teachings of experience 
might have been since that time, but certainly then the risks 
were declared by scientific men, who had investigated the subject, 
to be very great indeed—so much so, that where subways had 
been tried in Paris they were obliged to be discontinued. Those were the 
facts at the time; if any alteration had taken place, he was sure the 
directors would take into consideration the altered facts, but as long as the 
former facts remained they must continue of the same opinion that they 
then expressed. And he would further sy that, in his opinion, as these 
subways were being constructed not-out of money belonging to the Metro- 
politan Board, but out of money subscribed by the ratepayers, the cost of 
them ought not to be thrown upon. the gas companies, but should be in- 
cluded in the general taxation of the metropolis, just the same as the con- 
struction of new streets, and that they should be maintained in the same 
way. And, seeing the risk to life involved in their use, especially to those 
employed in them, from the fact that, if an escape of gas took place there, it 
would be under circumstances in which the admixture with atmospheric 
air would render it most explosive, if the companies were compelled to make 
use of them, the risk and liability should rest upon those who enforced the 
obligation. If, therefore, the Metropolitan Board revived their bill next 
session without any alteration of its clauses and conditions, he believed it 
would be the bounden duty of the companies, in the interests of their con- 
stituents, to offer opposition to the progress of the measure. The board had 
it in their own power, if they chose, to offer inducements to the companies 
to make use of the subways. 

Mr. Evans begged it to be understood that he had not spoken as repre- 
senting the Metropolitan Board, but in the interest of the companies and 
of the public at large. 

The motion was then put, and carried unanimously. 

The CHArRMAN moved—* That a dividend of 5 Hood cent, for the half year 
ending the 30th of June last, and 2 per cent. in addition on account of back 
dividends, be now declared payable on and after the 22nd inst.” 

Mr. Duvat seconded the motion, which was put and carried unanimously. 

On the motion of Mr. FRANKLAND, seconded by Mr. InsLey, a very 
cordial vote of thanks was presented to the directors, which the chairman 
briefly acknowledged. 

Mr. Duvat moved a vote of thanks to the company’s engineer, and spoke 
in high terms of the ability and zeal displayed by that gentleman and of 
the success which had crowned his efforts. 

The Cuarrman said he most cordially seconded the motion, for he con- 
gidered that they had in their engineer an officer of very great knowledge 
and skill, who was equal to every emergency. 
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The CuarrMAn: Gentlemen, it now becomes my duty to lay the following 
motion before you—“ That the report and accounts just read be received and 
entered on the minutes.” I will not occupy your time by going over the 
statistics of the accounts; in fact, they almost speak for themselves, and as 
= have them now before you I feel that it would be quite unnecessary to 

0 so. 
which may occur to your minds I shall be most happy, as far as I am able, 
to satisfy you upon. I may, however, remark that the balance of the 





|cent. dividend. This is accounted for by the circumstance that the reduc- 
| tion in price which we made on a late occasion has not been followed by 
|so large an increase in the consumption as we expected; but there is 
| nothing in the present appearance of our affairs which need give you any 
anxiety respecting the future prosperity of the company; indeed, your 
| dividends may be considered as quite safe. 
| A Proprietor: I see we had £3644 at the late Sir Charles Price’s. 
| That amount is not written off in these accounts. How will the deficiency 
be made up? 
| The Cuarrman: We are assured that there will be a dividend in that 
| estate of 10s. in the pound. 
fs A rca What is the price at present charged by this company 
| for gas 
| The Secretary: 3s. 4d. per 1000 cubic feet. 
| A Proprisror: I observe that on the last occasion we had not sufficient 
| profit to pay 10 per cent., and therefore, as it appeared to me, it was pre- 
| mature to lower the price of gas. However, I am glad to see the balance 
|is much more favourable this half year. 

The Cuainman: With respect to the next half year, we anticipate some 
| Additional expenditure will have to be incurred, on account of the new gas- 
jholder and other things, so that most probably we shall require the pay- 





I will only say, therefore, that any question in reference to them | 
| metropolitan gas companies. All of these bills, with the exception of one 


profit does not quite amount to the sum required to pay the usual 10 per | ) I 
| mons it is somewhat difficult to understand, for, unless accompanied with || 
| some provision for effecting an agreement with the gas companies, it/| 

would be an act of spoliation. And it was a spuliation of that nature that 
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| selves effected. They boast that they have obtained from the select com- 
mittee a report which is very condemnatory of the gas companies, and yet 


‘is they have not been the means of effecting any saving at all, inas- 


The resolution was very heartily approved by the meeting. 

Mr. Fray said he felt himself very much flattered by the kind way in 
which Mr. Duval and the chairman had referred to his services, and by the 
cordial manner in which the proprietors had responded to the vote. He 
could only say that he had taken great interest in the works, and he trusted 
before long they would be in the most perfect condition, and equal in 
efficiency to any in the metropolis. 





SOUTH METROPOLITAN GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 


The Half-Yearly Meeting of Proprietors was held at the London Tavern, 
on Monday, Oct. 8—T. B. Simpson, Esq., in the chair. 

Mr. Livesey (the secretary) read the notice convening the meeting, the} 
minutes of the last meeting, and the following report of the directors for 
the six months ending the 30th of June last:— 


The directors have the pleasure to submit to the proprietors a satisfactory state- 
ment of the company’s affairs. Adee 

By the accounts to be submitted to the meeting for the last half year it will be 
seen that the rental and receipts amount to £45,639 16s. 7d.,and the expenditure to 
£35,735 lls. 5d., leaving a balance of £9904 5s. 2d. for payment of dividend, 
Although this is a trifle less than the sum required for the usual dividend of 5 per 
cent., it is not a falling off in the company’s prosperity which is likely to be perma- 
nent or injurious to the interests of the proprietors. ; : 

Since the last meeting of proprietors some considerable alterations and extensions 
have been made in the mains, and while buildings continue to be erected in the 
open spaces in the company’s district this expenditure must necessarily be an 
increasing one. The outlay on the works, during the past summer, has not been 
very large; some additional scrubbers have been erected, and a new apparatus for 
purifying is now being put up, which the directors have reason to hope will be 
more effectual than any that has yet been adopted for that purpose. , 

In the early ot ef next year the directors purpose commencing the erection of 
a tank and gasholder, on their freehold Jand, which will involve a large outlay, and 
to meet which it will be necessary to call up the remainder of the new capital. _ 

The works are in efficient condition for the coming winter, and equal to the esti- 
mated increase in the demand for gas. 

The busi of the p rogresses favourably, and continues to be con- 
ducted to the satisfaction of the public generally ; but in one parish in the district 
a large increase has been made in the rateable value of the works and mains, which 
the directors hope to get reduced amicably, but should they fail in so doing, they 
feel that, in the interest of the proprietors and the consumers of gas, they must 
appeal to the sessions. 

In the month of May last, the select committee of the House of Commons were 
occupied by a lengthened inquiry into the operation of the Metropolis Gas Act of 
1860, which terminated in a report unfavourable to the interest of the gas compa- 
nies; the conclusions of the committee, however, might, it is believed, have been 

iderabl lified had evidence been adduced on the part of the companies to 
rebut the allegations of the i but under the peculiar circumstances of the 
case it was deemed unadvisable to prolong an already protracted inquiry. 
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ment of the remainder of the new capital. With reference to the afiairs of 
the company during the past six months,I believe I have little to say 
beyond what is contained in the report. But there have been some occur- 
rences during that period to which, perhaps, your attention may well be 
called. No doubt you have heard of the introduction during the last 
session of Parliament of three or four bills affecting the interests of the 
| 


— by the corporation of the City of London, were withdrawn; and 
ow the promoters of that bill could expect it to pass the House of Com- 


I am sure neither the public nor the House of Commons would ever have 
sanctioned. The corporation—or, at all events, a certain portion of the || 
Cuurt of Common Council—are extremely angry with the select committee}| 
of the House of Commons for refusing to sanction that measure, but how} | 
they could possibly expect it to pass I am ata loss to comprehend. The} | 
Corporation Gas Sesame find great fault with the way in which they] | 
were treated, as they suppose, by the committee of the House of|| 
Commons; and they take great credit to themselves, which is the most 
remarkable part of the affair, for the good which they say they have them-)| 


they say that that committee was most wrongly formed, and that the gas 
companies had a great advantage over them in its constitution. How this 
could be I do not know, for the whole report is absolutely against the com- 
panies. And then, as I have said, the corporation committee take credit to 
themselves for having effected, by an expenditure of £7000 or £8000, a saving 
of something like £25,000 a year to the citizens of London. Why, the truth 
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much as the reduction which has taken place in the price of was | conduct of ou: aE Oe ay aa eqn “oes rela 
announced before that committee was formed, and had actually been mando | in saying bohee bie, oo. fading Mia behind bis Ra age tne my pn 
fhe public. — —— As oO patie. = also say that | gas company in the metropolis or elsewhere which can boast of a more 
— n ; ; i - 
been relieved by their exertions of ¥ enacal eae al "£500,000. anor “yr whee eae ain ane ip onda 'to 
ae ey it is the most ante assertion ever made. What they come, and that—in the fords of the Irishnan—his life may be mf long that 
F sietell-they pt bya gp ged ee Beast pinay - ames when he dies there may be no one left to bury him. 
i i hem ; i 
never did; whatever has been effected was Per wo Bra ro their tonde Mr Soelien Gain, —- Lenn cater a ee sect 
before they attempted any opposition. But, while they congratulate them- | which you have adopted this resolution, and I thank Mr. Gray for the kind 
selves upon having got everything they wanted from the select committee, | way in which he placed it before I r I always do my best 
ae shape of a condemnation of the gas companies, one of their members | to promote the interests of the ccmgeny, ond i think I may also ceoure 
ge 5 — haps _— est the anes business ? _ a | you that you will always receive your 10 per cent. 
ce ; i 
That they obtained such a report from the committee arises from peculiar Ny hg ae tee tw the cas or toned ont colleagues in the | 
circumstances. The companies understood that the committee did not | auditorship said the accounts were so well and clearly kept by Mr. Livesey, | 
osteo the ae — by the corporation to be answered, and they, | and they received so much assistance from him io the eumastaation and | 
ov ay tegen ‘We calling any witnesses to rebut the statements | auditing of the books, that their duties were comparatively light. It was | 
- h are quite satisfied that if the companies had been | exceedingly satisfactory to find the company’s affairs so prosperous that 
= <n by their counsel and witnesses they would have been able to con- | they could continue to pay a 10 per cent. dividend, and he trusted that this 
ince t Ae pene a that the complaints on the other side had been greatly | prosperity would be maintained for many years to come. 
sae sted sas of ngs, "Homer aa Tsuda seteceae Rag | Tne Prestlings thn terminated 
bs er, as I said, we unders e feelin 
of the committee to be that no evidence was seguieed on our part, a 4 
— no further proceedings were taken. I am not aware, gentlemen, | ALLIANCE AND DUBLIN CONSUMERS GAS COMPANY. 
a et, = observations to offer; but if any proprietor desires to | The First Ordinary General Meeting of the Alliance and Dublin Con- 
question 1 s be happy to answer it. | sumers Gas Company, under the “ Alliance and Dublin Gas Act, 1866,” was 

A Proprietor: It would appear, then, that the report of the select com- held at the Company’s Offices, Grafton Street, on Monday, the 1st inst.— 
mittee was entirely one-sided? | ‘T. M. GresHam, Esq., in the chair. 

The Cuarrman: Entirely one-sided, for we thought the opinion of the | The Cuarrman said he presumed all the shareholders had already re- 
committee was that no case had been made out which we were required to | ceived the report and accounts for the past half year. They would, pro- 
meet. We certainly made a mistake in supposing that no reply was neces- | D#bly, therefore, take them as read. 
sary, and I think, therefore, we must take the discredit to ourselves rather | The Secrerary then read the advertisement calling the meeting, which 
than throw it upon others. Probably, as both sides are to a great extent | was “to receive the directors report and statement of accounts of the 
dissatisfied with the result, the public will think the committee was a very | Alliance and Dublin Consumers Gas Company, as incorporated under the 
fair one, and did its duty. ; 10th and 11th Victoria, chapter 42, for the half yeas ending 30th June 

Mr. Gray: As the chairman has gone very fully i : | last; to sanction payment of dividend thereon to and amongst the share- 
before the select committee, I will = - fun ee ee oe | holders of said company as so incorporated, and for the purpose of the 
sittings of that committee day by day, I believe the members of it entered | 2¢quisition of the works and other properties of _the United General Gas 
upon the inquiry with a desire > justice should be done both to the cor- | Company, situate in the city of Dublin and counties of Dublin and Wick- 
poration and to the gas companies. But, in my humble opinion, committees | 10W, according to the provisions of the Alliance and Dublin Gas Act, 1866; 
of the House of Commons are not constituted in the way they ought to be, | t authorize the creation by this company of further capital to the extent 
and that it would be much better if they were selected from the members of, but not to exceed, £300,000, as specified in the 27th section of said Act 
in the same way that special jurymen are chosen. There would then be of Parliament, and for that purpose from time to time to issue the requisite 
this special advantage, that it would not exclude any person whose inte- | “Umber of new ordinary shares of £10 each in this company, and to take 
rests were affected, and it would prevent that canvassing which now takes | S¥ch other measures as shall be considered necessary in relation thereto; 

Why it should be a charge against gas and water companies that and for the election of directors of this company, in pursuance of the said 
they seek a fair return upon the capital invested in their undertakings is a , Alliance and Dublin Gas Act, 1866, and to fix the periods at which the 
matter to me of great astonishment. I hold that where persons invest their | future half yearly general meetings shall be held, and for the election of 
money in works which, to a certain extent, are hazardous, they are entitled auditors, and to determine the remuneration of the directors, auditors, and 
to receive a proportionate dividend for the risk. And I think it is an unjust | Secretary of said company.” ‘ 
dictation by the House of Commons to say to them, “ You shallonly charge |_, The Cuarnman said the shareholders were all quite prepared for a great 
4s. per 1000 for your gas, or 6s. for your water.” It would be quite as rea~ | alteration in their company—an alteration which he thought would prove 
sonable for the Legislature to say to the large landed proprietors, “ You | Most conducive to their interests. Although they had taken possession of 
shall not receive more than a certain amount as rent upon your property,” | the works of the other company, this was their own half-yearly meeting, 
and to pass an Act fixing the maximum price. The one, I say, is quite as | and it was with its result they had to deal. In speaking of their own com- 
reasonable as the other. I do not think, however, that we have much to P22Y, he wished to ~ that it had been and was a prosperous company. 
apprehend should the corporation of London determine to renew their , [heir works were in the best condition they could be, and their dividend 

was the same as last year. He hoped the new and large addition which 


application next session. Of one thing they may be assured, th i . 
Dot 8 person connected with the mamngienent Hf gas eae | they had taken into the concern since Saturday last would fulfil their ex- 
give his most determined opposition to any attempt of the corporation to | tations. He believed it would, and that—if not the next half year, at 
deprive the shareholders of their property. At our own meeting, I stated | least the half year following—they would have a report satisfactory not 
I was much surprised that the reduction in price had not resulted in a con- _ Obly as regarded the carrying on of the operations, but also in reference to 
siderable reduction in our revenue. But that was an accidental cir- | the pounds, shillings, and pence, a matter important to them all. He be- 
cumstance, and no one can tell how long the increased revenue from | lieved that the result of the gas companies being amalgamated into the one 
gas may continue. It is certain, moreover, that the further reduction _ great concern would make them realize an increased dividend, besides con- 
of price insisted upon would place the companies in a much worse position, | ferring substantial benefits upon the city. The first resolution he had to 
inasmuch as it is a reduction upon a much less amount. The report has | Propose was—“ That the seal of the company be affixed to the registry of 


alluded to the great increase which is taking place in the parochial charges | #hareholders, as enacted under the 10th and 11th Vic., cap. 42.” 
upon gas and other companies, and it is to be feared that this will continue. Passed unanimously. 
The CuarrMan then proposed that the report and accounts for the past 


I quite agree with the directors that if they cannot effect a satisfact ri 

langues in an amicable manner with The rishes, it will be chet half year be received and adopted. Any question which shareholders de- 
bounden duty to go to the quarter sessions. With reference to the affairs sited to ask he would be happy to answer. : ’ 
of this company, | congratulate myself and my brother shareholders that Alderman Moyan seconded the resolution, which was passed unani- 
we are in so prosperous a condition; and I am certain of this, that if from | Mously. 


any unforeseen circumstances our dividends should come to be reduced, it The Cuarrman said the next resolution was—“ That a dividend at the 
rate of 7s. per share, free of income-tax, be now declared, and that, pur- | 


will not arise from any want of attention to our interests by those who | , 

conduct the business oF the company. Iam perfectly satisfied with the | Suant to the powers of the Alliance and Dublin Gas Company’s Act, 1866, 

accounts as they now stand; the deficiency in the sum required for the same be paid to and amongst the shareholders of that company, as in- 

dividend is very small. With reference to the money deposited with Sir | Ccorporated under the 10th and 11th Vie., cap. 42, on and after Monday, the 

Charles Price, I believe, from what little I know, that you may calculate | 22nd of October. o 3 

upon receiving a dividend of 2s. 6d. in the pound within six months,and | Mr. ReyNoxps seconded the resolution, which was adopted. 

that ultimately the estate will yield 10s. in the pound. | The Carraan said he had now to propose what was, perbaps, the most 
A Proprietor: I should like to know whether the directors think they | important resolution. It was—“That for the purposes of the acquisition 

will be able to pay the full amount of dividend upon the new capital they of the works and other properties and effects of the United General Gas 

Papen to call up to meet the additional expenditure in the next half year, Company, situated in the county of the city of Dublin, and in the counties 

he Cuarrman: Certainly; I have no doubt of it. | of Dublin and Wicklow, according to the provisions of the Alliance and 

The motion was then put, and carried unanimously. | Dublin Gas Act, 1866, this company shall create further capital to the 
The CuHarrMan: I have now to move—“ That a dividend at the rate of | extent of, but not to exceed, £300,000, as provided in the 27th section of 

10 per cent. per annum be now declared, and be made payable at the com- | the said Act, and for that purpose from time to time to issue the requisite 

pany’s bankers on and after the 12th inst.” number of new ordinary shares of £10 each in this company; and that the 
The motion having been seconded, was put, and carried. directors are hereby authorized to take all such measures as may be lawful 
The CHAIRMAN: ene deg by our Act of Parliament we are bound to and necessary in respect thereto, and for giving effect to this resolution and 

the objects embraced in it.” 


OLLOY wished, before the resolution was passed, to say a few words, 











pont a treasurer at this meeting, and by your leave I will now move— 
hat John George Maclean, Esq., be and is hereby appointed treasurer Mr. Mot e 0 ‘ 
of this company; and that the security offered by the treasurer—viz., the | a8 proprietor of the Commercial Gas Company. When they held their 

meeting to confirm the amalgamation, there was, he did not say a distinct 


bond of himself, and Francis Bennet Goldney and George James Heath, firm 1 d 
Esgqrs., in the sum of £5000, be approved, and that it be referred to the com- pledge, but an implied understanding that the shareholders in the Com- 
pany's solicitors to effect the security accordingly.” Mr. Maclean is a mercial Gas Company would be put into the same position as if they had 
director of the London Joint-Stock Bank. been original members of the Alliance Company. If that were car- 
Mr. Gray: I second the motion. We could not be in better hands. ried out, they would for every £8 they had paid up have received a £10 
The motion was put, and agreed to. Alliance share, with £8 paid on it, and, besides, they would be considered 
A vote of thanks to the chairman and the rest of the directors was very | to be entitled to an advantages that would arise from the distribution of 
cordially adopted. the new shares. If they were partners in the company, they were entitled, 
The Cuatewaw: Gentlemen, we are very much obliged to you for this | in his opinion, to all the benefits of that position. He would be glad to 
compliment. We are flattered and gratified by the expression of your con- | hear some explanation on that point. : 
fidence, and so long as we retain that confidence depend upon it you shall Sir Joun Gray, M.P., said, as the duty had devolved upon him, as @ 
have our best exertions in the furtherance of the interests of the company. | director of the Commercial Gas Company, to make the statement to which 
Mr. Gray: Gentlemen, I submit to you a motion approving of the able Mr. Molloy referred, he had better state his views of the case, as he had 
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stated them in the presence of Mr. Molloy at the Commercial Gas Com- 
pany’s meeting. He believed Mr. Molloy was confusing some figures. The 
statement made was that the proposition for the amalgamation of the com- 
panies would run thus—that the holder of five shares in the Commercial 
Company, with £1 paid up, would be entitled to receive, on the passing of the 
Act, or at such time as might be fixed by the clauses of the Act, a — certi- 
ficate of a £10 share in the Alliance Company, with £5 marked paid thereon. 
He spoke in the presence of some other members of the board, and they 
would remember that that statement was distinctly made on the part of the 
Commercial Gas Company. That statement was again and again repeated 
at several meetings, and stated in the public papers during the discussion 
pending the passing of the bill, and the arrangement stood substantially in 
the bill at present. It made very little difference to the shareholder whe- 
ther he received an £8 certificate for £8 paid, or a £5 certificate for £5 
paid; but, in point of fact, the undertaking of the Alliance Company and 
the arrangement and agreement made by the directors of the Commercial 
Company was, that for every five shares held with £1 paid up the party 
would be‘entitled to one £10 share, with £5 marked paid thereon. There 
never was a deviation from that, and he was not aware that any statement 
was made with respect to the £8, except, indeed, this, that at the time he 
was speaking of the Alliance share, with £8 paid up, stood at a premium of 
from £2 10s. to £2 15s. The advantage to the Commercial Company in 
being amalgamated with the Alliance Company was extremely large. The 
shareholders in the Commercial Company felt then, and they felt now, that 
their property had been largely protected, and had received an increase in 
value which it otherwise would not possess by the amalgamation, and that 
it was now on a par in all matters with the Alliance Gas Company. They 
were joint proprietors with them in the whole amalgamated concern; and 
from January next their shares, worth £5 paid, would bear the same ratio 
of dividend, pound for pound, as the old shares. 


Mr. Mottoy said he was perfectly satisfied that what Sir John Gray 
stated took place. But he thought that they were to be put into the posi- 
tion of original shareholders in the Alliance Company; and if they were, 
they would be entitled to the benefit of the issue of new shares. 


Sir Joun Gray said he should correct what was a misapprehension of 
Mr. Molloy on that point. It was impossible that new shasehelders coming 
into the company could be placed in the position of old shareholders, the 
old shares being limited toacertain number. They came in as amalga- 
mated, not as original, proprietors. 

A SHAREHOLDER said the resolution authorized the directors to take all 
the steps necessary for the raising of capital in order to effect a junction 
with the other company. In paragraph 3 of the report from the bottom it 
was stated that 15,000 of the new shares were to be allocated over 19,000 of 
the old shares that £2 were paid on, and after that there was to be a 
further call of £2 per share. The report also stated that the directors 
might exercise borrowing powers in the spring, and ask the sanction of the 
proprietors to issue bonds to meet the payment of the residue of the pur- 
chase money. If the people who advanced the money on the bonds paid 
the residue of the purchase money, he wished to know were there to be 
further calls to the proprietors who accepted the shares. The report stated 
that the company might issue bonds to meet the payment of the remainder. 

Mr. Stevenson said that under the agreement with the Hibernian Com- 

ny they were bound to issue a certain number of shares to them at par— 
13,500, which would represent £135,000. The remainder of the sum to be 
paid them would entirely depend upon the amount of the valuation to be 
arrived at by Mr. Hawksley and Mr. Barlow, who were at present employed 
in Dublin making the valuation. The extreme value to be put upon the 
works was £270,000, and the minimum £240,000. The board proposed to 
pay in shares £135,000 to the Hibernian Company, to pay them £60,000 in 
two calls, and the residue to be paid in spring, if it would be found from 
the then state of the money market advantageous to borrow. The matter 
was entirely for the proprietors, because the board could not issue bonds 
without calling a special meeting of the proprietors for that purpose. Al- 
though bonds might be issued in the spring, the payment of these bonds, 
when they became due, should either be provided for by a reissue, or by 
calls on the proprietors. 

Mr. JonnsTONE said there were four descriptions of shares of the com- 
pany—the first, their own £8 shares; the second, the compensation to the 
Commercial Gas Company, £10 shares, with £5 paid up; the third, the new 
shares of £8, with £4 paid up; and the fourth the £10 shares, which were 
fully paid up. He wished to know how the dividends were to be distri- 
buted over them. 

The Secretary (Mr. Stevenson) said the distribution should be pro 
ratd, and with respect to the dividends they would be equalized in propor- 
tion to the sum paid on each share—viz., £10, £8, £5, and £4. ° 

Mr. Ricnarp Mart1n (High Sheriff of Dublin), said, owing to the altera- 
tion of the company, he believed it was necessary at this meeting to fix the 
remuneration to be given to the directors, He had, therefore, great plea- 
sure in proposing the following resolution—‘ That Joseph Boyce, James 
Brophy, David Drummond, Edward Fottrell, Thomas Michael Gresham, 
Edward Hudson Kinahan, Denis Moylan, Michael Bernard Mullens, William 
Reynolds, John Stokes, Sir John Gray, James Pim, and James Milo Burke, 
shall continue to be the directors of this company; and that, having re- 
ferred to the great increase recently made to the duties and responsibilities 
of the effectual management of this company, the remuneration of each 
director shall be at the rate of £150 a year; and that the future half-yearly 
general meetings of this company shall be held on every 31st day of March 
and 30th day of September, unless when same may fall upon a Sunday, and 
then upon the preceding or following day, as the directors may determine.” 

Mr. J.B. Jounstone wished to know whether the Act of. Parliament 
stated that nine directors should continue in office. 

Mr. STEVENSON replied that the Act of Parliament stated that the present 
board of directors should be re-elected at the first general meeting, but 
that after that they were to be reduced to nine by deaths or otherwise, and 
until they were reduced to eight no new director could be elected. 

Mr. Jounstone: Are we limited to nine? 


Mr. Stevenson: The Act gives the number as fourteen, but nine is the 
minimum. 

Mr. Jonnstone: I beg, then, to move that the directors be named 
seriatim, and that they be voted for accordingly. 


The CuarrMAN: Iam in the hands of the shareholders, and I stand in 


the position of a servant, to be dictated to by them; but I may observe 
that at a meeting of a railway company I once heard a motion made of the 
kind just now made, but it was overruled, and I may say negatived almost 
unanimously. It was a very unusual motion indeed. There are thirteen 
directors, and if you wish | shall put their names singly before the meeting, 
because, of course, I am bound to do it. (Cries of “No, no.”) He thought, 
however, that the feelings of those in the room were against such a course. 








Mr. THomas CirForp said he would second the resolution proposed by 
the High Sheriff. : ; 

The Cuarrman then asked the meeting to pass the resolution as it was 
read to them. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Sir Joun Gray moved the following resolution:—* That, inasmuch as 
the duties and responsibilities of the secretary would be largely increased 
by the Act of last session, the salary of that officer be £1000 per annum.” 
He said that the salary of Mr. Stevenson at present was £800 a year, and 
that that was paid to him when their rental was only £59,279. Their 
rental for the future would be upwards of £149,000 per annum, and although 
their business would thus be increased from £59,000 to £149,000 per annum, 
the only increase of salary which the directors proposed to give Mr. Stevenson 
was £200 per annum, as a recognition of the increased responsibilities which 
would devolve upon him, and of the great services which he had already 
rendered to the company. He was sure that in a meeting of the Alliance 
Gas Company he need not speak of those services. They were there not 
only as directors and shareholders of the company, but as citizens, and as 
citizens they should acknowledge the services rendered to them by Mr. 
Stevenson in connexion with the gas lighting of their city. When Mr. 
Stevenson took an active part in originating that company the citizens of 
Dublin were paying 10s. per 1000 feet of gas. As secretary and officer of 
this company, Mr. Stevenson was consulted by the directors and share- 
holders of the company, and the result was that the price of gas in Dublin 
became gradually reduced from 10s. per 1000 feet to its present price of 48. 6d. 
per 1000 feet for 12-candle gas. Acting under the same able advice, the gas 
that would in future be supplied to them as citizens would be 16-candle 

, which would only cost the price now paid for 12-candle gas. He (Sir 
=. Gray) made these observations as a citizen, and not in his oe | as 
a director or shareholder in the company, and he believed they would all 
agree with him that they owed a great deal in pounds, shillings, and pence 
to Mr. Stevenson. It was principally to Mr. Stevenson they owed the posi- 
tion which they now held. It was he who first worked out the idea of 
amalgamating the companies, and theylall’knew how satisfactorily that idea 
was carried out. In the negotiations which took place in Dublin and 
in London he (Sir John Gray) could bear his testimony to the value of the 
services rendered by Mr. Stevenson to the company, to the knowledge, 
ability, and attention which he brought to bear on every part of the sub- 
ject. {t was proposed that the minimum price to be paid to the Hibernian 
Gas Company should be £260,000, but, after much careful manipulation, 
the minimum was brought down to £240,000, the maximum to be 
£270,000. In that transaction Mr. Stevenson had borne a great part, and 
saved them a great deal. At this meeting the addition to the salary for 
their secretary might have been proposed by the directors without having 
previously intimated their intention in reference to it, but the directors 
thought it better to communicate their intention, which they did in the 
copy of their report sent to every shareholder of the company. The result 
was that he was in a position to say that they had received only one remon- 
strance, and that from a gentleman not living in this country but in 
Edinburgh, and who could not have been made aware of how much they 
owed to Mr. Stevenson. This gentlemen was Mr. Herbert J. Hughes, who 
wrote to the chairman on the subject, and he (Sir John Gray) believed 
that Mr. Hughes would have been the first to come forward and support 
the resolution if he had known what they owed to Mr. Stevenson. He 
believed that, considering what Mr. Stevenson had done for the company 
and for the citizens of Dublin, they would unanimously adopt the resolu- 
tion which he had the honour to propose to them. 

Mr. Mo.toy seconded the resolution. He said that the figures men- 
tioned by Sir Johu Gray showed that their income had been now trebled, 
and consequently a considerable increase ought to be made to Mr. Steven- 
son's salary. He had great pleasure in seconding the resolution. 

The CuarrmAN said that he would have felt it his duty to bring the 
letter of the Scotch gentleman before the meeting, but that he knew that 
gentleman was not at all aware of the great and valuable exertions made 
by Mr. Stevenson in the interest of the company. There was in the room 
a gentleman to whom Mr. Stevenson had been previously opposed in the 
establishment of the Commercial Gas Company, and that gentleman told 
him (the chairman) that he believed if the whole concern were his own Mr. 
Stevenson could not have acted more thoroughly or more successfully in 
its interest. He could say that in his life he had never known a gentleman 
who had devoted his attention and ability to the duties of his position 
better than Mr. Stevenson did as secretary to that company. Indeed, if 
the concern were his (the chairman’s), no consideration would induce him 
to part with Mr. Stevenson. He would now put the resolution proposed by 
Sir John Gray and seconded by Mr. Molloy. 

Mr. R. G. Cotuis said he was sure that there was not a gentleman in the 
room who would not most willingly second that resolution, but he would 
take the liberty of asking the question whether the Act of Parliament 
would allow of Mr. Stevenson being appointed as managing director of 
the company; if so, he would propose that Mr. Stevenson be appointed its 
managing director. He thought that his proposition, if adopted, would be 
attended with advantage to the company. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he would take the liberty of answering the question 
so kindly put by Mr. Collis. He was extremely obliged to Sir John Gray 
for the manner in which he had proposed the resolution, and to Mr. Molloy, 
who seconded it, and also to Mr. Collis, but he should say that the proposi- 
tion just now made was untenable, because the Act of Parliament provided 
that a certain number of directors should be elected; but it never contem- 
plated such an appointment as that now proposed by Mr. Collis. He had 
to add that he was quite satisfied with the position which he now held, be- 
cause there was nothing of the character of servitude attached to it, the 
directors having always treated him with the utmost kindness and con- 
sideration. 

Sir Joun Gray said that it would be impossible under the Act to adopt 
the proposition made by Mr. Collis. 

Mr. Stevenson, in reply to a shareholder, said the Act of Parliament 
provided that whatever additional capital was required should be called up 
at £2 per share, with three months interval between each call. ; 

The SHAREHOLDER wished to know, in the event of additional capital 
being raised, how it would be called up in the three different classes of 
shares. 

Mr. Stevenson said the calls would be ouly on the shares of the United 
General Gas Company. Until all the capital required for that company 
was called, there would be no call upon either the Alliance or Commercial 
Company’s shares. The Act of Parliament prescribed the liability. The 
Alliance shares, there being but £8 paid on them, were liable to a call of 
£2 more. The Commercial Company’s shares having only paid £5, were 
liable to be called up for £5 more. 
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The SHAREHOLDER inquired whether the call would be in proportion to 
the different amounts of the shares. 
Mr. STEVENSON said that was a matter for the shareholders; the board 
could not give an answer. It would depend very much on the emergency 
that wight arise. 
Mr. D'Arcy said the secretary of the company had very properly been 
taken care of by the shareholders; he trusted that the other officers, whose 
duties were also increased, would have their salaries raised. He left the 
matter entirely for the board to deal with. He begged to move that John 
Hyland and Francis Askins, Esqrs., be elected auditors, and their salaries 
increased from £10 to £15 per annum. 
Mr. Smiru seconded the resolution, which was adopted. 
Mr. Joun M‘Namara CANTWELL said he had been entrusted with a reso- 
Intion which he had great pleasure in moving. The principal business of 
| the meeting had arisen out of an Act passed last session. As their solicitor, 
|having the carriage of that Act, he was enabled to bear testimony to the 
truth and propriety of the resolution. The Messrs. Dorrington, of London, 
were their parliamentary agents, and, as the chief member of that house, 
Mr. Challoner Smith took special charge of their bill. He was a gentleman 
of high station and great ability, and he was by far the largest proprietor 
in the Alliance Gas Company. The bill itself, regarded in a technical and 
professional point of view, was an extremely difficult bill in its constituent 
parts, and required the close attention of a man in London conversant with 
{such matters. He (Mr. Cantwell), as solicitor to the company, felt bound 
| to state that to Mr. Challoner Smith was due the greater part of the credit 
|in connexion with the preparation and conduct of the bill; and that to his 
| care, skill, and zeal, they were mainly indebted for the successful carriage 
of the bill through all the parliamentary stages. Both as solicitor and 
| shoreholder of the company, therefore, he felt unmixed pleasure in moving 
—“ That the special thanks of this meeting are hereby given to Mr. Challoner 
Smith, for his able, zealous, and effective services, in promoting the Act of 
{Parliament obtained by the company in the last session of Parliament.” 
| Sir Joun Gray claimed permission to second the resolution. He went 
over to London as the representative of the Commercial Gas Company, and 











lit was in that capacity he first had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Challoner 

! Smith. Nothing could exceed that gentleman’s courtesy, fairness, and im- 
| partiality, while doing at the same time ample justice to the company he 
represented. When the agreement between the companies was completed, 
he had many opportunities of witnessing the constant care and almost per- 
petual anxiety of Mr. Smith to have everything done for the advantage of 
the company with perfect fairness towards all parties. 

Mr. Cantwet said he had omitted to mention that Mr. Smith was 
counsel, as he (Mr. Cantwell) was solicitor, to the original bill of the 
Alliance Company, which had been so beneficially worked out for the last 
‘| twenty years. 
i| The Cuarrman said he was aware that Mr. Smith’s services had been of 
the greatest advantage to the company, and he felt great pleasure in putting 
the resolution. 

The resolution having been adopted, 

Mr. ANDREW Lex moved—“ That the cordial thanks of the meeting and 
of the proprietors generally are due and hereby given to the board of 
directors for the attention they have bestowed on the affairs of the com- 
pany, as manifested by the favourable accounts submitted to this meeting.” 

Dr. Brapy said he felt great pleasure in seconding the resolution. 

Passed unanimously. 

On the motion of Mr. ForrRELL, 
Moy tay, D.L. 

Mr. Fottrett then moved a cordial vote of thanks to Mr. Gresham for 
the manner in which he discharged his duties as chairman of the company. 

The Hicu Suerirr of Dustin seconded the motion, which was adopted 
unanimously, after which the proceedings terminated 





the second chair was taken by Alderman 








THE GAS QUESTION AT THE CAPE. 


The directors of the Cape of Good Hope Gas Company have published in 
the local papers an elaborate defence of their conduct in their negotiations 
with the municipal authorities, which have terminated in the suspension of 
the public lighting, and as there are many points raised which affect the 
interests of colonial gas companies generally, we reprint it in our columns :— 


| “The directors of the Cape of Good Hope Gaslight Company have not 
| hitherto thought it necessary to enter into any public controversy on the 

questions pending between them and the commissioners of the Cape Town 
Municipality. On the notification by the directors of their intention to 
terminate, on the 1st July last, the contract then existing for lighting the 
streets, the commissioners called, in the month of July, 1865, for tenders, 
based upon certain conditions, to be sent in by the 16th January; and they 
gave this long notice in order to enable parties in Europe, who might be 
desirous of undertaking the service, to compete for the same. And at the 
same time, that the town might have the advantage of the most economical 
mode of lighting, tenders were invited, not for lighting with gas only, but 
| 8lso for lighting with paraffin or any other approved oil. 

“Tn response to this call for tenders, two were received by the com- 
|missioners—the one from this company, for lighting the streets with gas, 
| nd the other from Messrs. J. Defries and Sons, of London, for lighting the 
| Streets with paraffin or other oil. In that from this company, based upon 
| the conditions laid down by the commissioners, the directors offered to 
perform the service as heretofore for the sum of £2402, being £632 in excess 
| oftheamount formerly paid; Messrs. Defries and Sons offered to light the town 
| with paraffin or other oil for the sum of £7528 per annum, being £5126 beyond 
|the amount which this company proposed to charge. In their tender, it 
| May be as well to state, the directors expressed their willingness to make 
| the contract terminable on twelve months notice on either side, so that the 
|Commissioners would have the opportunity of terminating the contract at 





|Aby time if they could make more favourable arrangements with other 
ies. 
“ These tenders were opened on the 17th January last,and reported upon 
| to the Board of Commissioners the following week; but the directors of 
| this company received no communication on the subject until the 22nd of 
| May—five weeks before the date on which the contract expired; and this 
|| Communication was a report agreed to by the Gas Committee of the 
|| sunicipal Board, and adopted by the commissioners, which set forth 
| that ‘ unless the company agree to continue to light the streets, and increase 
|| the lamps as required, according to the terms of the existing contract, the 
| municipality can no longer deal with them.’ 
|_ “As it thus appeared that there was no probability of any further contract 
— this company for lighting the streets, the directors removed their lan-~ 
€rns from the public lamps, and since the Ist July they have ceased to 





demanding from the company the payment of the sum of £600 per annum, 
‘ for the use of the streets in carrying on their works.’ With this demand 
the directors have declined to comply, as, under all the circumstances of 
the case, it is one, the directors believe, which the commissioners are not 
either in law or equity justified in making. 

“ On the 11th July, a public meeting was held of the resident householders, 
called by the commissioners at the request of several of the inhabitants, ‘ to 
consider the position of the gas question.’ At this meeting two of the 
directors of the gas company attended at the request of their board, and 
they were authorized to represent the company, and to state, if circumstances 
permitted, the points in dispute between the commissioners and the 
directors, and the views of the latter thereon; and, moreover, to state that 
the directors were willing to refer the question of the fairness of the charge 
in their tender to any competent and impartial person or persons in England, 
indifferently chosen, or if the commissioners were disposed to alter the basis 
of the terms of tender by dispensing with the distant lamps, for which a 
higher charge was proposed, the directors were willing to reconsider their 
tender. But the directors who attended the meeting did not feel themselves 
at liberty to make any such statement, or to take any part therein, in| 
consequence of an intimation made to them previous thereto, by some of 
the gentlemen mainly instrumental in its origination, that it was deemed by 
them desirable that neither the commissioners of the municipality nor the 
directors of the company should take any part in the meeting, and that an | 
intimation to that effect made to the commissioners had been assented to by | 
them. The meeting was accordingly a short one; and a resolution that ‘a | 
committee of three gentlemen be appointed for the purpose of endeavouring | 
to bring about a fair settlement between the gaslight company and the Cape 
Town Municipality for lighting the city,’ was set aside by the meeting in 
favour of an amendment to the following effect:—‘ That this meeting fully 
approving of the conduct of the commissioners, deem it unnecessary to 
interfere with the gas question, and leave it fully in their hands as our 
municipal representatives.’ The offer, however, of the willingness of 
the directors to submit the fairness of their charge to arbitration, or to re- 
consider their tender if the commissioners would modify the basis on which 
the tenders were called, was subsequently submitted to the commissioners; 
but they have not acceded to either proposal. 

“The directors might rest content with this simple statement of what 
has occurred, but for their anxiety to disabuze the public of some false 
impressions which may have been created by certain statements made in 
the course of the discussions. Hitherto the directors have had no 
opportunity of meeting any of the statements made at the board meetings of 
the Municipal Commissioners, and they have explained how circumstances 
prevented them from correcting any of these statements at the meeting of 
the inhabitants. The directors are not anxious to enter into the points of 
dispute which led to the termination of the late contract (which were 
sufficiently alluded to in their report to the shareholderson the 31st of 
January last), nor do they feel called upon further to justify the course they 
were compelled to adopt. As representing a number of persons who have 
invested a large amount of money in a certain business, with a view of 
obtaining a fair return for their capital—persons who have no representatives 
at the Board of Commissioners—they feel that they are fully justified in 
discontinuing a contract when that contract is being worked at a loss. It 
is true that the course pursued by the commissioners of insisting upon 
further and further extensions of the public lamps at distances and — 
directions which would increase the loss already experienced in this service, 
and the refusal of the commissioners to pay the account due to the 
directors till such extensions were carried out, may have hastened the 











termination of the contract, as it left the directors no alternative but to bring 
it to an end assoonasthey could. But that contract being now terminated, 
the directors believe it would be very undesirable for them to renew arrange- 
ments which for years past have been attended with loss to the company, 
and been the cause of constant differences between the commissioners and 
themselves. 
“ The statement: of the directors, that the contract with the town did not 
return them a fair profit, has been very confidently contradicted both at the 
Municipal Board and at the public meeting. As the statement and the con- 
tradiction are made by interested parties, both may be liable to suspicion; 
but the directors have the means of ascertaining the correctness of their 
statement; while those who have met it by a flat contradiction have not 
availed themselves of any means of arriving at a judgment upon the question. 
The only two places, as far as the directors recollect, with which their 
rices have in the recent discussions been compared are London and Paris. 
he last place has been quoted especially to show that, as a rent is payable 
by the Parisian gas companies to the corporation, the Cape Town Gas Com- 
any has been too leniently dealt with in being exempted from such a charge. 
The directors would not fear to compare the reasonableness of their prices 
even with these two places, though, to every one acquainted with the 
subject, to make any such comparision must appear preposterous. It is 
true that the Paris Company (an amalgamation of some six different 
companies) do pay an annual rental to the corporation of £8000; but it is for 
the enormous concession of a monopoly to supply the public lamps and 
private consumers for a period of thirty-two years, to terminate in 1884— 
afterwards extended to the year 1905. The price fixed in the last contract 
was 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet for the public lamps and 9s, for private consumers— 
to be reduced in the course of some years, as the consumption increased, to 
6s. 8d.; and these prices enabled the company—after deducting £8000 rental, 
and £82,591 paid in duty on coke and gas, to the corporation—to divide 
among their shareholders, in the year 1862, a clear profit of £547,417 (of 
which £35,548 was from the earnings of 1861) on a capital of £4,163,735. 
In London, the charge is, or was last year, 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, both for 
the public lamps and private consumers. The price of coal in Paris was 
15s. 8d., and in London 14s. per ton. The profits of the metropolitan gas 
companies for the year 1864 were £686,116, equal to an average of 11} per 
cent. on their paid-up, accumulated, and borrowed capital. It will thus 
be seen that (reckoning the profits of this company at £2000 per annum, 
which is in excess of the real sum) one year’s profits of the Paris Com- 
pany (£511,863) and one year’s profits of the metropolitan companies are 
equal, respectively, to TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SLX and THREE HUNDRED 
AND FORTY-THREE YEARS profits of our company—one night’s consumption 
in London (365 millions of feet) being equal to three and a half years con- 
sumption in Cape Town. It must, therefore, be obvious that no comparison 
can be made between places so differently circumstanced; and yet, not- 
withstanding this, 12s. 6d. per 1000 feet—the price now proposed to be 
charged for the gas consumed by the public lamps—with coals averaging 
from 50s. to 52s. per ton, delivered here—gives a much lower ratio of profit 
than the prices charged either in Paris or London. 


“ But it would be more fair to the company, and lead to more just con- 





light the streets of Cape ‘Town. 
n the Gth July, the directors received a letter from the commissioners, 
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clusions, if a comparison were made with countries whose circumstances 
more nearly accord with our own, than is the case with London or Paris, 
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And the directors have therefore thought it desirable to give the prices of 
gas and coal at the following places:—Malta—10s. 6d. per 1000 feet; coals, 
30s. per ton. Hong Kong—Gas, 18s.; coals (Australian and Labuan), 45s. 
Sydney—Gas, 13s.,* and public lamps, £9; coals, 16s. Melbourne—Gas, 16s. 
and £14 for each public lamp; coals, 26s. Calcutta—Gas. 12s.; coals 
(native), 21s. per ton, Bahia—Gas, 20s. and public lamps, £8 ; coals, 42s. 
Valparaiso— Gas, 12s. 6d to 14s, 7d., and public lamps, same price ; coal 
| (Australian), 36s. to 40s, Constantinople—Gas, 13s. 8d., and public lamps 
lexpected to pay £9 or £10; coals, 30s. At Port Elizabeth, where a local 
|company has just commenced to supply the town, the private consumer 
pays 17s. 6d. per 1000 feet, and the Town Council £10 10s. for each public 
lamp. 

“ There is one other point to which reference may be made in these com- 
parisons, and it is this, that the few public lights in Cape Town extend 
over a greater distance and require a much greater quantity of pipe, and 
consequently a larger outlay on the part of the company, than is to be 
found in other places. The 295 public lamps in Cape Town extend over 19 
‘miles of street, and average 16 lamps to the mile; while in (for instance) 

Dublin, in Dame Street, there are 30 lamps to the mile; College Green, 32; 
Westmoreland Street, 53; Capel Street, 24; Sackville Street, 40 to 44; and 
in London, in Victoria Street, 82 to the mile; Sackville Street, 40; White- 
hall, 166; Parliament Street, 115; the Strand, 115; Holborn, 73; Great 
Smith Street, 56; Wellbrook Street, 68, It may be as well to observe that 
of the 19 miles of pipe in Cape Town, at least 8 miles are laid exclusively 
Jor the service of the public lamps, and on which there is no private con- 
sumption whatever. 

“In 1862 the charges of the gas company were the subject of discussion 
at the Municipal Board—the old charges even having been deemed un- 
reasonably high; and besides the secretary, who was instructed to make 
inquiries from England on the subject, Mr. Watson, then one of the board, 
was, when he left for England, authorized to ascertain whether parties 
there would light the town at a lower rate. 

“ Neither Mr. Watson's report on the subject, nor the answer to the 
secretary's inquiries, has, so far as the directors are aware, ever been laid 
| before the board or the public ; and, as nothing further has been heard of 
this inquiry made by the commissioners, it is not unreasonable to infer that 
its result did not confirm their views. It is only within the last two years 
that parties interested in an English company would not agree to supply 
gas to Graham's Town except at the rate of eighteen shillings per 1000 feet, 
and a concession from the Town Council of a monopoly to the company of 
the public and private consumption for 30 years ! 

“The time has been when it was thought right, in order to gain certain 
advantageous concessions, for companies to supply the corporations at low 
and losing prices, and to make up the loss by exorbitant charges to private 
consumers. This is still the case in Paris, at Hamburg, and may be so 
still in some parts of England. But the practice has been long since con- 
demned in England, as grossly unfair to the private consumer, who is thus 
compelled not only to pay for his own consumption, but for that also of the 
corporation—to relieve, it may be, the ratepayer from a slight additional 
burden which he ought in all fairness to bear. Itis accordingly being re- 
dressed wherever it can be, and as contracts expire; and, since the year 1862 
or 1863, it is customary for the Imperial Parliament to require, in the Acts 
incorporating gas companies, a provision that they shall not supply the 
corporation at a price lower than the lowest charged to any private 
consumer. 

“It has been very confidently and very frequently stated lately that this 
company would not have been started if the municipal commissioners of 
that day had not agreed, by way of encouragement, to take a certain num- 
ber of public lights for the town, and that it was on condition of the com- 
pany agreeing to light the streets that it obtained permission to Jay its 
pipes. The directors are in a position to contradict this statement. It was 
in 1843 that it was first contemplated to supply Cape Town with gas, when 
an English manufacturer and contractor for gas-works sent a gentleman to 
this colony with a view of arranging for the purpose, if possible. It was, 
however, the directors believe, a sine qué non that a certain number of 
public lights should be taken by the town at a remunerative rate, and that 
the contractors should enjoy for a certain number of years the monopoly 
of supplying both the town and the private consumption. The proposals 
to the board were made through Messrs. Thomson, Watson, and Co., the 
Cape Town agents for the party. 

“Their communication was referred to a committee of the board for 
report, and the following report brought up by the committee was adopted 
by the board in August, 1843:— 

“¢The undersigned, appointed by a resolution of this board of the 18th 
inst. a special committee to inquire into and report upon a proposition as 
contained in the letter of Messrs. Thomson, Watson, and Co., for lighting 
Cape Town with gas, and to state to what extent it would be expedient for 
this municipality to aid the promotion of that object, have the honour to 
report that in their opinion it would not be advisable for this municipality 














in common with others towards the capital required in accomplishing that 
object; but as the works in question have a tendency of becoming of great 
public utility, and the advantages to be derived by the municipality from 
the same, should it be hereafter determined upon to light the streets of 
Cape Town, would be very considerable, your committee beg to recommend 
that a grant of an adequate piece of waste ground be made for the erection 
of the necessary buildings, and that permission be granted to lay down the 
main and other pipes, subject to such conditions as the commissioners may 
hereafter agree upon. At the same time, your committee would suggest 
not to pledge this board as to the extent of street or other lights or burners 
which may be required by this municipality.’ 

“This resolution of the commissioners put—what a local paper of the 
day called—an ‘extinguisher’ upon the proposals of the English contractor. 
The gentleman deputed by him left the colony, Messrs. Thomson, Watson, 
and Co. abandoned further proposals, and that plan fell to the ground. 
But several gentlemen in Cape Town who had watched the proceedings 
with interest, and who were anxious that Cape Town should possess the 
advantage of gaslight, resolved to revive the subject, and to proceed, if they 
could form a local company, without depending upon the street lights, 
being quite willing to trust for a sufficiently remunerative return to private 
consumption alone, if the commissioners should decline to take any public 
lamps. In May, 1844, the formation of the company was completed, the 





tain piece of ground for the purposes of this or was leased to them 
by the commissioners—for no grant was made to t 


£20 per annum. ‘This land was afterwards purchased in freehold by the 





* Reduced since the return was made to 11s. 


either to take upon itself the entire management or to become a subscriber | 


trust deed agreed to, and the first directors elected. In May, 1845, a cer- | 


) CO e local company, as the | 
commissioners proposed to make to the English company—for 15 years, at | 


company for £600. There was nothing special in the lease, beyond a refer. 
ence to the board's resolution of August, 1843, quoted above, for the terms 
on which the board would grant permission to the company to lay down 
their pipes. 

. On the 23rd June, 1845, the directors informed the commissioners that 
they had commenced their works on the ground leased to them, and, 
further, that Mr. Wilson had proceeded to England to procure plant, 
machinery, &c., and informing the commissioners that the directors would 
be prepared, if the commissioners should agree to light the streets with gas, 
to obtain the lamp-posts through their engineer. To this communication || 
the commissioners replied on the 27th of the same month, thanking the || 
directors for their ‘ handsome offer;’ but that, ‘as no provision has been 
made in the estimates of the present year for incurring the expense, they 
do not feel themselves authorized to enter into any arrangement on the 
subject.’ 

“On the 18th May, 1846, the ‘directors ‘informed [the commissioners 
that Mr. Wilson had returned with the machinery, &c., and that, as the 
directors wished to commence laying the pipes in certain streets forthwith, 
they requested the commissioners to issue the necessary instructions 
thereon. A letter, at the same time, was sent to the commissioners, renew- | 
ing the offer of the company to light the streets with gas. To both these | 
communications the commissioners replied on the 27th of the following 
month. They enclosed the suggestions of the superintendent of water-| 
works on the first communication of the 18th May, which had been referred | 
to him for report, and invited the remarks of the company’s engineer | 
thereon; and they requested, with reference to the second communication, | 
to be informed on what terms the directors would supply a certain number | 
of lights to the town. To the suggestions of Mr. Chisholm, which were un-! 
important as bearing upon this question, the directors substantially agreed. | 
His suggestions chiefly referred to the chance of damage to the water-pipes 
in laying down the gas-pipes, and the directors were expected to make} 
good any damage so done. On the 31st July, 1846, the commissioners | 
again wrote for further information as to the expense of lighting the| 
streets. On the 2ist September of the same year the gas-works were| 
finished, the buildings illuminated, and the supply to private consumers | 

commenced. | 

“On the 1st October a joint meeting of commissioners and wardmasters 
was held to consider whether the streets of Cape Town should be lit or not;| 
and, in a communication of 5th November, 1846, the directors were in-| 

_ formed that the commissioners would take 100 public lights on the terms} 
proposed. The contract for this service was signed on the 4th March, 
1847; and the only stipulations therein as to the laying down of the pipes 
were that all damage done to the water-pipes was to be made good by the 
company, and that they should also make good and repair, to the satis- 
faction of the commissioners, all streets, &c., which they might open for the 

urpose. 
: «Prom this short statement of what actually took place on the formation || 
of the company, it will be seen that the company was not started, as has i 
been asserted, in dependence on the Municipal Commissioners taking a} 
certain number of public lights, and that permission to lay the pipes was | 
not given by the commissioners, as has been asserted, on agreement of the 
company to supply such lights. The company had been formed, the works 
had been constructed, the plant and machinery imported, the permission 
to lay the pipes obtained (without any conditions beyond repairing damage 
done to water-pipes and streets), long before the Municipal Commissioners 
had decided to take any public lamps for the town. 

“ The directors do not think it either necessary or desirable to allude to 
any of the other statements which have been made during the discussion 
of this question. They are not called upon to apportion the exact measure 
of blame which may attach to themselves or to the commissioners for the 
differences which led to the termination of the late contract; nor do they 
feel authorized to offer any opinion as to the ability of the town to pay for 
the lighting of the public streets. This is a question for the householders to 
speak upon, and, in the absence of any expression of opinion from them, for 
the commissioners and wardmasters to decide. If the town has become so 
impoverished as to be unable to pay a fair and reasonable price for this 
public advantage, that is a sufficient reason for the lights being abandoned, 
and one to which the gas company can have nothing to say. The directors 
have been constrained to put this statement before the public only in con- 
sequence of the attempts made to fasten on this company the charge of 
extortion, and in consequence of a disposition and anxiety to make it 
appear that the company is indebted to the favour of the corporation for 
its origin, and for its success, such as it is, and that it owes the permission 
to lay down its pipes to its having undertaken, at the time, to perform the 
service of lighting the streets of Cape Town with gas.—By order of the 
board of directors, “ A.D. Krynauw, Chairman. 

“ Office of the Gas Company, St. George's Street, 

“ August 10, 1866.” 

The Cape Argus contains the following letter from a correspondent, 
which throws an amusing light over the motives which have prompted the 
municipal authorities to adopt a course which has resulted in the saving of 
the entire expense of street lighting:— 

“ Sirs,—It is not often that I trouble the public with any of my opinions 
upon public questions, because I do not like writing when I get nothing for 
it; and I should not have resolved to send you this letter if it were not that 
I see an attempt is being made to censure those who I think are deserving 
of our best thanks. It is my misfortune to be the owner of several houses, 
in different portions of Cape Town, upon which I am every year compelled 
to pay a very heavy rate. When my houses are let, and the tenants pay the 
venj, I don’t so much mind this, for I know that it costs money to repair 
and clean the streets, and that a supply of water is very desirable; but 
when, as has been the case of late, half my houses are empty, I think it 

| very hard that I should be expected to contribute as much to the towa 

| revenue as before. Some years ago I was a partner in a well established 
house, from the profits of which I used to draw a very comfortable income. 

I worked hard, but lived happily; and everything went on as well as could 
be expected until, in an evil hour, 1 agreed to realize my share of the 
business, and invest it in landed property. I never made such a serious 
mistake in my life, before or since, for when I estimated that my — 
would bring me in 12 per cent. on my outlay, I lost sight of the fact thi 

| times such as these might araive. My late partners are doing well; the 
business stands better than it did in my time; the revenue which they 

derive from their share of the capital is much larger than mine; and while 
they are laying a foundation for a fortune, I am gradully getting poorer _~ 
poorer. People who some years ago used to be glad to become my eg 
tell me that my liouses are not so convenient and water-tight as others 
lower rates which have been built since. They say the windows dont fit, 
and that the doors are clumsy and out of order. They object to the arrange 
| ment of the rooms, and assert that a flat roof, upon which one can walk an 
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smoke in fine weather, makes the house hot in summer and wet in winter* | that it might be thoroughly investigated, and that they might inform them- 
The consequence of this is, that I get the worst kind of tenants, and my | selves what were the engineering and commercial difficulties in the way of 
income suffers in consequence. I have tried over and over again to dispose | furnishing to the metropolis a continuous supply of water; .so that, if there 

















chase money to remain on interest; but beyond one or two offers from 
people who could not give any security, and who, if I were in business, I 


now to part with my property at a reduction of 20 per cent. upon what it 
cost me 18 years ago, and to make the terms easy if I could only finda 
purchaser; but I can’t doit. I am compelled to keep it: and whether my 
houses are full or empty, I bave to pay my rates upon the outside value. 
“It is all very well for people who don’t have to pay the piper to com- 


Se 


how much I get out of the gas-lamps, and what value I receive for my 
share of the city engineer’s salary. In the good old times, people who did 
not like to walk about after dark stayed at home, and I don’t see why they 
should not do so now. I never go out after dark, and there is a lot of other 
people who wouid be all the better for following my example. In my time, 


it was, too; but now when a clerk who has been paid £250 a year for doing 
nothing, and has kept on doing it for 40 years, is ordered to retire upon £150, 
he sets up such a howl that one might think he had been robbed. For my 
part, I think the ratepayers have the most cause for complaint. The man 
who has held a good situation for 40 years ought to have saved money, and 


trusted with public money ought to do the best they can for the public, 
and when they find any of their servants are getting unfit for their duties, 
they onght to be sent about their business. I should like to know where I 
should be now if I had not looked after number one when I was younger. 
Who would give me £150 a year ifI had nothing to live upon? 1 should 
|| have to go to Robben Island as a pauper, and I want to know why anybody 
else should be treated differently. 

“I have no patience when I hear people talk about keeping up the 
character of Cape Town as the capital of the colony! Cape Town owes as 





money, under the impression and with the understanding that I should be 
able to let them, and to receive my rents; and if I can’t do so, what sort of 
a claim has Cape Town upon me to see that it is properly looked after? 
The capital of the colony, indeed! What does it matter to me whether 
Cape Town is the capital or not if I have to see half of my houses empty 


thing I know very well, if Cape Town was not the capital of the colony I 
| should not have to pay such heavy rates as I do. There is not another 
|| place in South Africa which is so heavily taxed as Cape Town, and if I 


some other place was declared the seat of government. 
“I maintain the municipality is bound to do all it can to save the 
pockets of the ratepayers, for what with the water-rate, and the house-rate, 
the divisional council rate, and the sub-guarantee rate, the insurance and 
| repairs, the chances of empty houses and bad tenants, we have as much to do 
| as we can to make ends meet. The people who want lights in the streets should 
|| carry them, and those who fear burglars should — extra bolts upon their 
,! doors and get watch-dogs! If they are afraid of walking out at night they 
‘t should stay in doors, and do all their walking in the daytime. Of this I 
{am sure, the househoiders won't submit to additional taxation. We can't 
afford it, and we won't pay it. Mr. Arderne, Mr. Maynard, Mr. Prince, Mr. 
Martin, and the other economists deserve our thanks, and I shall do all I 
can to keep them as commissioners. They know how hard it is to have to 
pay their rates, and so have pity upon others. The expenses must be kept 
down. We cannot bear such heavy taxes. Every one for himself; that's 
my plan, and if the weakest does go the wall, that’s not my fault. I have 
suffered enough, and I don’t see why others should get off, and therefore 
I mean to vote on Monday week for the existing board, which I regard as 
the “ retrenchment-at-any-price” party. I believe they will be returned at 
the head of the poll, as they ought to be, and as they shall be, if my assist- 
will secure it.—I have, &c., “ A LANDED PROPRIETOR.” 








THE WATER SUPPLY OF THE METROPOLIS. 
Merropo.itan Boarp or Works—F rmay, Oct. 12. 
At the Ordinary Weekly Meeting of the Board, held at the Offices, Spring 
Gardens—Sir Jonn THwalres in the chair, 
Mr. FreEMAN brought forward a motion, of which he had given notice, 


and General 
sent state of the law, as regards a constant supply to each house, contained 
in the several companies and metropolitan Acts, on the system of constant 
'| supply now in operation at Glasgow, Nottingham, and other towns, and to 
|| bring up suggestions for such an amendment of the law, and improvement 
of the exisiting machinery of distribution, as would ensure a constant 
supply of water to every house within the jurisdiction of the board. In 
doing so he said he was sure of the unanimous concurrence of the board in 
the opinion he would express, that the water supply of this great metro- 
~ was, without any exaggeration, a question of mighty importance. 

here were two branches of the subject, one relating to the sources from 
which that supply was derived, and the other ,relating to the mode in 
which the water, however supplied, was stored. The former branch did 
not so much occupy his mind on this occasion as the latter, and the point 
he desired to bring before the board was whether the present mode of 
storing water in dwelling-houses should he continued. He had been a great 
deal into the poorer parts of the parish which he represented (Kensington) 
and he found, as a rule, that the water receptacles were of an improper and 
1| dirty description. He found water stored in tubs of every kind and size, 
decaying and falling to pieces, or, where anything had been done to them, 
Tepaired in the most objectionable manner—sometimes the cracks and 
crevices filled with white or red lead, or other deleterious substance; so that, 
although the poor might receive a supply of tolerably pure water from the 
mains of the company, the storeage in such receptacles rendered it unfit 
for drinking purposes. He had inquired of some of the inhabitants of these 
_ localities, “ Why do you not ask your landlord to put your butts in 

tter condition?” and the answer was, “ Such is the demand for houses in 
this neighbourhood that, if we asked to have this done, we should be told, 

f you do not like to stay, there are plenty of others who will take the 
Place.’” It became, therefore, a public sanitary question, and if this board, 
With the vestries and other local authorities, could do anything to bring 
about a better state of things, it appeared to be very desirable. He did not 
Intend to discuss at all the various plans which were before the public 


of my property; I have offered to sell, and to allow the whole of the _ | should be any legistation proposed next session, they might be prepared to 
ro 


would not give £10 worth of credit, I am left without response. Iam willing | with the subject. 


plain about the gas being turned off in the streets, and that the salaries of | through being stored in improper receptacles. This was an evil with which 
the gentlemen of the town-house are reduced; but I should like to know | 


if a man’s salary was docked he reduced his expenses, and a very good rule | 


if he has not he ought to be ashamed of himself. The people who are en- | 


much to me as I owe Cape Town. I bought my houses, with my own | 


and to know that half of the tenants I have got won’t pay their rent? One | 


|;}could only get my rents and save my taxes I should not care how soon | 


to refer the _—— of the water supply of the metropolis to the Works | 
’urposes Committee, with an instruction to report on the pre- | 


| take an intelligent view of the question. 
| Mr. Wesrerton doubted whether the board had any authority to dea) 


Mr. Freeman said his object in proposing the resolution was that the 

| board might obtain all the information possible. 
Mr, Heey said this question had been long before Parliament, but they 
were not able to do anything with it. The evil which the honourable | 
member had dwelt on to-day was the contamination of the water supplied, | 








| the water companies had nothing to do. They undertook to furnish a good | 
supply, but the question of storeage receptacles was one to be settled by 

| the consumers. The water companies were not responsible for the deterio- 

| ration of the water after it was delivered from their pipes; that rested with 
| the landlords or some other persons. 

The Cuairman said he did not understand Mr. Freeman to find fault 
with the water companies; he rather directed attention to the general 
| condition of the water supply. 
| Mr. Hetey said that was a matter totally out of the power of this board 

to deal with. If the local authorities had anything to complain of on sani- 

tary grounds, there was every facility for their doing so, but he did not 
| see how this board could interfere with the slightest prospect of advantage. 

Mr. BrusuFiep said he was very much surprised that there should be 
any opposition to the motion. Mr. Freeman had spoken about the injury} 
sustained to health by an impure water supply in his district; but if he 
would only pay a visit to the east end of London, he would find enough to 
talk about for an hour. If there was one evil in the metropolis greater 
than another, it was the deplorable state of the poor arising from the want 
of a proper supply of water. Whether any good could come of the inquiry 

| proposed by the motion he could not pretend to say; but he trusted the 
board would unanimously refer the matter to the committee. Next to the 
drainage—and indeed he thought he might say, even beyond the drainage 
—of the metropolis, was the importance of this water =. He did not 
see any objection to the inquiry in the fact that Parliament had done 
nothing in the matter. - Parliament, like every other body, required to be 
| set agoing, to be told what was necessary to be done; the members were 
more delegates than representatives, and needed to be told by those who 
suffered, what the nature of the evil was, and what should be done to 
remove it. 
| Mr. TurNER was not opposed to the investigation, but regarded the mo- 
tion as too restricted in its terms. It was a very serious question whether | 
a constant supply of water to London was practical or expedient. He did 
not mean to give any opinion on that subject, nor did he fesl that the facts | 
| before him were sufficient to justify him in coming to a conclusion upon it, | 
but he thought when the board were sending a matter to a committee for | 
inquiry they ought not to assume that the committee would determine it | 
in any particular way. This motion assumed that the committee would 
determine that it was necessary and practical there should be a constant | 
supply. Hence it directed them to bring up suggestions for carrying out | 
that system without any limitation or restriction. He would rather that | 
the committee should be instructed to inquire whether it was expedient, | 
and could be carried out. 

Mr. Hows hoped the motion would be large enough to enable the com-| 
mittee to inquire into and bring up a report upon the purity of the sources 
of supply, as well as the mode of supply—in fact, the whole question. 

Mr. B. Evans said the question seemed rather to apply to the storeage of 
the water than to the source of its supply. He thought the present time 
was peculiarly appropriate to this investigation, seeing that the parishes 
had appointed inspectors, who in some places were instructed to visit every 
house, and reporton this subject, The Southwark and Vauxhall Company 
had lately placed in some of the courts in their district a closed cistern, 

| over which was a pump. The cistern was constantly filled from the main, 
so that the poor inhabitants could always obtain a supply of water as pure 

| as possible. He believed the district boards, under a recent Act of Parlia- 

| ment, had power to enter into arrangements with the water companies for 

| such 2 purpose. 

| Mr. Coturson regarded the proposition as a step in the right direction, 
and believed that there were no practical difficulties which might not be 
surmounted in the way of securing a constant supply. 

Mr. LE Breton thought the motion was not sufficiently large in its terms, 
| 28 it only went to the question of an intermittent or a constant supply, and 
he suggested to Mr. Freeman the expediency of adopting the following in 
its place:—“ That the question of the water supply of the metropolis be 
| referred to the Works and General Purposes Committee to report to this 
board thereon, with such recommendations as they may deem advisable for 
an increased supply of better quality.” If this were not adopted in place of 
the motion, he would move it as an amendment thereto. 


Mr. FreemMAN said he only wanted inquiry, but he certainly preferred 
| his own motion to that just suggested, for he thought the attention of the 
| board should be first directed to the question of securing a constant supply. 
| He did not believe there would be any difficulty in the way. 


Mr. Pictures said his impression was that a constant supply was im- 
| practicable. The real evil, at the present time, was the deficiency of 
storeage in the houses of the poorer classes, or the improper character of 
| that storeage. The fault of this was really in the landlords, who let small 
| tenements at very large rents, which did not contain proper provision 
| for the wants of the inhabitants. In his district application had been 
made to the New River Company to furnish a supply on Sunday. The 
company readily assented to do so, and this had been a great boon to the 
poor. Then came the difficulty about insufficient storeage, apm | 
which there could be no doubt, and it was suggested that it would be wel 

to have stand-cocks in some of the densely populated parts. This, too, 
was conceded, and some 20 or 30 were put up, which proved of great ad- 
vantage; but it was found that idle people created great waste and annoy- 
ance by allowing the water to flow away. His own impression was that 
none of the metropolitan companies could supply on the constant system, 
and if that were the case, the recommendations of a committee of this 
board would be of no avail. If, however, the committee were instructed to 
get all the information they could, he had no objection, otherwise, although 
he would not vote against Mr. Freeman’s motion, he thought the result 
would not be satisfactory. 

Mr. Newron thought the board had nothing todo with the question of 
impossibility of supply, so far as the present water companies were con- 
cerned. It was for the board to ascertain whether a constant supply was 
desirable. Whether the present companies could give such a supply or not 




















to-day, he only wished to have the question referred to a committee, so 





was a matter of indifference, for if they could not some other companies 
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could. Clearly the matter must not remain in its present state because 
existing companies had not the power to furnish a remedy. He doubted, 
however, very much whether they were not able to do much more than they 
did at present. A large portion of the district which he represented was 
already supplied on the constant system, and there was no difficulty in 
extending its application. He was in favour of referring the question to the 
committee in the most extensive manner—i. ¢., he would not only inquire 
into the quantity of the water but also into the quality supplied, because if 
the latter were not good, the more they had of it the worse it would be. 
Therefore he desired to see the motion framed in that way. 

Mr. Freeman, in reply, said he did not wish to go into committee with a 
foregone conclusion; therefore he would accept the suggestion of Mr. 
Turner, He could not, however, assent to the proposition of Mr. Phillips, 
because that would be to sacrifice the interests of the inhabitants of the 
metropolis to the interests of the water companies. He thought the board 
would be unanimous as to the necessity of an investigation, and he was not 
at all particular as to the mode in which the reference was made. 

After some further remarks, Mr. Freeman consented to the terms of Mr. 
Le Breton’s amendment, which, thus becoming the original motion, was 
put, and agreed to unanimously. 





THE FOLKESTONE WATER SUPPLY. 

Messrs. C. and A. Dickenson, brewers, in Tontine Street, Folkestone, 
recently submitted three samples of water for analysis to Professor Taylor, 
of Guy's Hospital. 

A, the water of the Folkestone Water-Works Company, as supplied 

through their pipes in the ordinary way for domestic use. 

B, the water usually known as the Bulldog Steps Springs. 

C, from a well in Tontine Street. 
The analysis was obtained by Messrs. Dickenson, without concert, and 
indeed without the knowledge of the Folkestone Water-Works Company, 
for the sole purpose of guiding them in selecting the best water for their 
‘brewing purposes. Therefore no imputation can be made that the report 
has been unfairly procured from Professor Taylor. 

Proressorn Taytor’s Rerort or ANALYsIs or THREE SAMPLES OF WATER. 

These samples were received at the Chemical Laboratory, Guy’s Hospital, on 

Monday, May 14, 1866., They were marked respectively— 


ED ng. oe aie Gig of 6 we tee 6 cv & 
Toten oe iene es ork Oe ae 
ae eee toe @ 


They will be described under the letters A B C. 
Physical Properties. 
A and B were colourless, but C had a slight: brownish colour. The waters, with 
the exception of B, had no taste. This had a slight, as of vegetable matter, such as 
eaves would impart. The waters were clear, and deposited but little sedimentary 
matter on standing. This deposit was greatest in C. 
1 at 

When the waters were boiled, they gave off no offensive odour. They+became 
turbid, and, in A and B, a chalky looking sediment was deposited (carbonate of 
lime}. A similar deposit, but of a brownish colour, was formed in C. This deposit 
was much larger in B and C than in A. 
The application of the usual chemical tests to the three samples of water in the 
entire state--#. ¢,, before evaporation—showed that they contained the salts of lime 
and other salts usually fouad in spring and river waters. Carbonate of lime, sul- 

hate of lime, and chloride of sodium or common salt were the chief ingredients. 

here was no sewage matter, or any animal or vegetable matter in a decomposing 





state. 

Half a gallon of each sample was carefully evaporated to dryness, and the residues 
were collected, weighed, and submitted to a chemical examination. The residues 
obtained from A and B were of a pale fawn-brown colour; that from C was brown, 
and of a darker colour. When heated, the organic matter which they contained was 
-burnt off, with a smell of burnt vegetable matter, and they became of a greyish 
colour, A and B being nearly white. 

The solid contents of the three samples calculated for the imperial gallon, were as 
follows :— . " 


Carbonate and sulphate of lime, with 
chloride of sodium (fixed salts). . . 17°2 . 28°4 . 40°6 
Organic matter and matter volatile, at 
aredheat..... Se eres re. FC. 40 
Grains in imperial gallon. . . . . . . 18°2 . 30°0 . 44°6 

The insoluble lime salts, carbonate, and sulphate, were to the soluble salts in the 
usual proportions of about three toone. The carbonate of lime is the chief ingre- 
dient in the three samples, ard as this requires carbonic acid for its solution in 
water, it is deposited more or less on boiling, rendering the water milky looking, and 
causing a fur or deposit in the boilers used. 

Hardness. 

The three samples were then submitted to the soap test, in order to determine 
their relative degrees of hardness compared with the action of soap on an equal 
measure of pure or distilled water. As by depositing carbonate of lime they lose 
much of their hardening property when boiled, they were also submitted to the soap 
test after they had been boiled two hours, and poured clear from the chalky matter 
which had been deposited. 

The following results were obtained :— 

A B Cc 
 c nmey bh. uc, FREE. 3 ae. 
I 5S er ve iw ve. bie we rT. Pr. ws 

In this it iz to be understood that, chemically, pure or distilled water is taken as 

a standard of unity 1°, 

Conclusion. 

Of these three samples, chemical analysis shows that A and B are better waters 
than C for brewing or other domestic purposes. The large quantity of calcareous 
matter contained in C is a serious objection to its use, when water less charged 
with lime salts can be procured. One circumstance may be noted—namely, that C 
becomes proportionably more softened by boiling than A and B. This is owing to 
the more copious and complete separation of its carbonate of lime. 

I am of opinion that A is a better water than B. It approaches much nearer to a 
pure water. Its solid contents are but little more than half of those which are 
separable from a gallon of B; and it loses two-thirds of its hardness on boiling, be- 
coming thereby as soft as some of the purest natural waters, which always contain 
foreign matter, and are always more or less hard. None of these waters contains 
any noxious or offensive matter. A and B may be regarded as belonging to the 
class of good, wholesome waters, A being chemically speaking preferable. It would 
not be advisable to employ C for brewing purposes, or domestic use, unless there 
should be a difficulty in procuring A and B, There is nothing unwholesome in C, 
but it may be described as belonging to the class of hard, calcareous waters, and 
therefore objectionable where water with less calcareous matter can be procured. 

ALFRED Swaine Taytor, M.D., F.R.S., 
Professor of Chemistry and Medical Jurisprudence in Guy’s Hospital. 
Chemica! Laboratory, Guy’s Hospital, May 24, 1866. 





Tne Oreninc or THE New Water-Works aT ABERDEBN BY HER 
Masesty.—It is definitely arranged that the ceremony of inaugurating the 
new water-works at Aberdeen by Her Majesty the Queen, will take place 
this afternoon at Invercannie. 











Dr. Hituter’s Report oN THE GAS SUPPLIED BY THE IMPERIAI,|} 
CoMPANY TO THE VEsTRY OF St. PANCRAS DURING THE MontH or | 
SEPreMBER, 1866 :— | 

Maximum light estimated by sperm candles according tothe Act. . 15°0 | 
Minimum light~sperm candles . . . . . - + «© «© «© « « 12°00 H 
Average light—spermcandles ....... { 
Traces of ammonia, indicated by turmeric test-paper | 
Traces of sulphuretted hydrogen, indicated by lead test-paper. . | 

CoMPOSITION AND QUALITY OF THE METROPOLITAN WATERS, IN | 
SEPTEMBER, 1866.—The following are the returns of the Metropolitan Asso- | 
ciation of Medical Officers of Health :— {| 


eee 
. On all occasions, 
None. 























Tot. solid Loss by Oxidizable Hardness. | 
Names of Water Companies. , Matter |; nitions) Organic oe 
per gal. | Matter.+ | Before | After | 
Boiling. | Boiling. | 
Thames Water Companies. | Grains. | Grains. | Grains. | Degrees.) Degrees. | 
Grand Junction . . . . .| 19°33 0°76 0°68 13°0 oe 
West Middlesex . . . . .| 15°89 0°84 0°80 14°5 4°5 
Southwark and Vauxhall , .| 17°83 0°91 0°72 13°0 4°0 | 
ei gaa © eee eh ae 0°85 0°56 13°0 4°5 | 
ROMNOTR.. oc . 0 2. «| 18°54 1°00 0°79 13°5 4°0 | 
Other Companies. | 
Kent ce SY Se ae a ne 1°01 0°28 18°0 7°5 
OWEN, tcc te of OR 0°98 0°21 13°5 3°5 
East London . . .. . «| 18°52 1°00 0°39 14'0 50 
J i 














Hy. Letuesy, M.B. || 

* The loss by ignition represents a variety of volatile matters, as well as organic || 
matter, as ammoniacal salts, moisture, and the volatile constituents of nitrates and | | 
nitrites. 

+ The oxidizable organic matter is determined by a standard solution of perman- 
ganate of potash—the available oxygen of which is to the organic matter as 1°8; 
and the results are controlled by the examination of the colour of the water , 
when seen through a glass tube two feet in length and two inches in diameter, 

The quality of the water supplied to the metropolis during the month of 
September has not differed very materially from that of the preceding | 
month, the quantity of organic matter in the water derived from the Thames | 
having been from 0°56 of a grain per imperial gallon to 0°80; while that in | 
the East London, the Kent, and the New River—supplies which are obtained 
from other sources than the Thames—has ranged from 0°21 to 0°39 of a 
grain per gallon. In all cases the water has been perfectly bright and free || 
trom sedimentary matter. | 

ADVANCE OF WaGreS MoveMENT AMONGST THE LonDON GAS-FITTERS- 
—A meeting of the brass-finishers and gas-fitters of London and its suburbs | 
was recently held at the Bell Inn, Old Bailey, for the purpose of considering t 
the best means of obtaining an advance of wages, and a reduction of the | 
hours of labour. The following resolutions were adopted :—‘* That, in conse- | 
quence of the present high prices of provisions and house rent, it is expedient 
that the brass-finishers and gas-fitters of London take some steps to procure | 
for themselves the same advanced rate of wages that has been gained by other | 
mechanics in the building trades.” ‘‘That a memorial in accordance with | 
the objects of this meeting be prepared by the committee, and presented to/| 
the employers forthwith ; the result to be made known at the next general 
meeting of the trade.’’ *‘ That in order to organize a plan to obtain a reduc- 
tion in the hours of labour and an advance of wages throughout the trade, an 
association be formed, to be called the Brass-Finishers and Gas-Fitters | 
Protective Association.” 


Tue Sanitary IMPROVEMENT OF EpINBURGH.—At a special meeting of || 
the Town Council, held on Monday, it was agreed, by a majority of 22 to 12, 
to proceed with the scheme of sanitary improvement promoted by Lord Provost 
Chambers. The scheme involves an expenditure of about 200,000/., which it 
is proposed to raise by an assessment of 2d. in the pound continued for 20} | 

ears. The improvements proposed include the clearing out of old properties | | 
in some of the more densely crowded localities, and the opening up of other || 
portions by cutting new streets through them. It also includes the formation || 
of a wide street to the north of the University, by which the Museum of || 
Science and Art, recently inaugurated by his Royal Highness the Duke of | 
Edinburgh, will be thrown open to better view. The division in the council || 
took place on the question whether the plans should be proceeded with at || 
once, or should lie over till after the November elections. On the one hand, || 
it was urged that the preparation of the statutory notices rendered it necessary || 
to decide at once, while in favour of delay it was pleaded that the wards | 
should be allowed to express a further opinion on the scheme. The necessity | | 
for something being done at once was acknowledged by the majority noted | 
above. A portion of the dissentients tabled a protest against being held || 
personally liable for any steps taken. On Thursday, at a very full meeting || 
of the Merchant Company, it was unanimously resolved to support the Lord |! 
Provost in his scheme. || 

Exprosion in A Marin SzweEr.—At about half-past three o’clock in the], 
afternoon of Friday the 5th inst.,as several men were employed at the main || 
drainage works, Park Road, ee an explosion occurred. Three of the || 
men were at work at a considerable depth from the surface, and had a lighted {| 
candle with them. By some means an escape of gas was caused, and an || 
explosion ensued. One man was injured very seriously, but the other two || 
escaped with slight burns and bruises. This is an instance of the kind of || 
accident which would frequently result from the operations of workmen in || 
subways, should gas-pipes ever be introduced into them. 1! 

Tue THames SuBpway.—One of the local Acts passed in the late session || 
was for making and maintaining a subway from Deptford, under the river 
Thames, to the Isle of Dogs. It is stated in the preamble that a subway, || 
with convenient approaches, would be of public and local advantage, and that || 
the persons named in the Act are willing, at their own expense, to carry the 
undertaking into execution if allowed so todo. The subway, approaches, 
and works are described in the Act. The length of the subway is to be 582 \| 

ards in length, from Deptford Green, and terminating at Clyde Wharf, |) 

oplar. The approach is to be 110 yards in the parish of St. Nicholas, 
Deptford, commencing from and out of the intended subway, and terminating 
at Green Alley, which locality it is proposed to widen. There is to be an 
approach road 136 yards in length in the parish of All Saints, Poplar, com- 
mencing from and out of the intended subway at the termination descri 4 
and terminating at West Ferry Road. The Act contains 77 sections, a0 
points out the mode and manner of its operation. The subway is to be com- 

leted within five years, and the compulsory purchase of lands for the purpose 
is to take place within three years. ‘The consent of the Conservators of the 
Thames is to be obtained before the works are commenced for the subway, 
and lights are to be exhibited in and near the river during the progress of the 
work, The Board of Trade are empowered to survey and examine the work. 
The letting of sundry ferries—the Deptford, Poplar, and Greenwich ferries 
—is to be continued, and payment made to them. Notice of not less 
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eight weeks is to be given where 15 houses or more, occupied by the labour- 
ing classes, are required to be taken. Tolls are to be taken at the subway, 
and volunteers, as under the 24th and 25th Victoria, cap. 126, are exempted. 
The subway is to be held to be within the county of Middlesex, and the 
statute is to be cited as ‘‘ The Thames Subway Act, 1866.” 

Tus THAMEs Purirication Acr.—A local Act, passed in the late session, 
has just been printed, for the purification of the river Thames by the diversion 
therefrom of the sewage of Oxford, Reading, Kingston, Richmond, Twicken- 
ham, Isleworth, and Brentford, and for the collection and utilization of the 
sewage, and for other purposes. The preamble recites that, under existing 
arrangements, the sewage of towns situate on the river Thames above the me- 
tropolis is carried into the river, and thereby the waters of the river are 
polluted and the health and comfort of the inhabitants of the valley of the 
river below those towns and of the metropolis are affected. Furthermore, it 
declares that it would be of great local and public advantage if sewage were 
diverted from the river, and that it is expedient that the several corporations 
and other governing bodies of the etn 4 towns upon and in the neighbour- 
hood of the river should be empowered to enter into contracts and agreements 
for the disposal of the sewage of the towns. That the sewage, if diverted 
from the river and collected, might be utilized for the fertilization of land by 
irrigation or otherwise. That the persons in the Act named, and others, are 
willing to undertake at their own expense the diversion from the river of the 
sewage of the towns mentioned on being incorporated and enabled to collect 
the sewage and utilize it, and for that purpose to construct conduits, reservoirs, 
and works. There are as many as 68 sections in the Act, showing the manner 
in which the same is to be carried out. The position of the conduit, pipe, or 
main which is intended to convey the water under and across the Thames at 
Richmond is to be defined upon a plan to be approved by the Conservators of 
the river before the works are commenced, and the works in the river and 
adjoining are to be done and performed to the satisfaction of the engineer of 
the Conservators, and the conduit, pipe, or main is to be laid at such a depth 





Share List of Metropolitan Gas Companies. 


in the bed of the river as will allow of the ground or soil over the conduit or 
main to be dredged to the depth of 16 feet under high water, Trinity standard, 
and the traffic on the river is not to be interrupted more than may be 
absolutely necessary for the performance of the works. All the works con- 
nected with the Epsom and metropolis roads under the Act are to be performed 
under the superintendence of the surveyor of the roads, and works beneath 
the Great Western Railway to carry out the Act are to be done under the 
engineer of the company, and special clauses have been framed for the pro- 
tection of the London and South-Western Railway. There are likewise 
provisions in the Act for the protection of water-works. The compulsory 
purchase of land is extended to five years. The other sections have reference 
to the mode of carrying out the statute and the disposal of the sewage to the 
occupiers of the land for the irrigation and fertilization of thesame. It is 
provided that the conduit reservoirs and the works authorized by the Act are 
to be constructed and kept so as not to be or to create a nuisance, or to be 
injurious to health. There isa provision to the effect that nothing in the 
Act is to exonerate the parties carrying out the Act from an indictment, 
action, or other proceeding for a nuisance or for damages caused from the 
operation or want of repair of any of their works, It is to be cited as ** The 
Thames Purification Act, 1866.” 
Tue CaxicutTta WaTER SuppLy.—The Bengal Government has accorded 
sanction to the amended scheme for supplying Calcutta with water, at a cost of 
Rs. 52,000,000, exclusive of supervision and contingencies, The lieutenant- 
governor has withdrawn his objection to that part of the original scheme 
proposing the erection of a pumping-station at Wellington Square, but which 
was omitted on account of the expense, as it appears that the station is ab- 
solutely necessary for the efficient working of the system. The Army Sanitary 
Committee have reported on the subject of the Calcutta water supply, and 
the abandonment of Spence’s filtering medium, proposed by the justices, in 
accordance with the opinion of its practical inutility expressed by the com- 
mittee. The Sanitary Committee were in favour of a brick aqueduct for con- 



























































































































































































































of ‘Amount Div. | | ¢ mou: | v. | | é! Amount Div. 
No. \52 Name | paid per | Price No. |28 Name — = | Price No. | £6] Naue mount per Price 
of |o2 or |; up Cent. | per of \2a or up Cent. per of 2a | or up Cent. er 
Shares) £ + Company. A aad per | Share. [Shares| =. Company. er | per Share. [Shares es | Company. er per Share. 
issued. | q 5 Share. Annum issued.| 4 & Share. |Aunum. issued. a] Share. |Annum 
£ |S sdf sd £ 8 |\£$ sdf sd & sa \£ £ sdk sdj& sa 
8000; 10 Anglo-Romano , -|10 00) 9 00) 11to13 § 4000) 50 |Eguitable . . . .50 00/10 0 0) 71 to73 12000) 5 |Malta & Medit.(L.)} 5 00/3 00 
| 5000) 20 |Bahia (Limited). ./20 00) 4 0 0} 16 10 0 | 4000] 25 | Do.,newshares.25 0 0/10 0 0} 36 to 363f 30000) 5 |Oriental, Calcutta] 5 00) 8 0 0) 5 to 5} 
| 1000} 20; Do., preference -|20 0 0/10 0 0} 27 10 O § 23406) 10 |European (Lim.) {10 00/10 © 0) 1210 12g] 30000 5! Do.,new shares. 008 00 tol 
750} 20} Do.,do.,redeem./10 0 0/10 0 0) 12 10 0 | 12000) 10 | Do.,new shares,/ 5 0 0/10 0 0) 6§ to 6j 10000! 5 |Ottoman (Limited)! 5 0 0 to4 
30000; 5 |Bombay(Limited)./ 5 0 O/£5intr.| 4 to4 | Boulogne, Amiens,| 10000! 10 {Para (Limited) . ./10 0 0/£6intr.| 9 08h 
10000, 5 {| Do., third issue.) 4 0 0/£5intr.) 23 to3 | Rouen,” Caen,| 27000! 20 |Pheniz . . . . .|20 00/10 0 0/27} to 273 
10000} 20 |British, Limited .20 0 0/10 0 0) 28 10284 Havre,& Nantes.) 3600/100 | Do.,new. .. .,20 0 0] 7 10 0) 22 to 224 
ee ee 20000) 10 |Gt.Cent.Gaz Cons.10 0 0/10 0 0/13$to 13} 144000) Sk,! Do.{capit.profits)| 5 00] 80 00 
Tunstall & Sheite; 5000) 10 |Hong Kong (Lim.)|10 0 0| { $to10 | 5000| 20 |Ratchf ..... 20 00/10 0 0) 26 to28 
(Potteries), Trow- | 26000] 50 |\Zmperial, old sh.|50 0 0/10 0 0) 72 to 723 | 20 |Rio de Janeiro (L).|20 0 0/10 0 0/204 to21} 
bridge ,&Holy well.) 1300/100 | Do., bonds . . .| £100 ho 0 0)185to 190] 6959' 5 |Singapore(Lim.) .| 5 00/3 00 
7000} 25 Imperial Austrian.|10 0 0 2000! 5 | Do.,preference .| 5 0 6) 7 100 
12000) 50 |Chartered . . . ./50 00/10 0 0) 64 to 643] 28000| 50 |Impl. Continental|43 15 0\16 0 0) 89 to 90} Shanghai. .... 
6000} 50} Do... ... ./35 00/10 0 0/43 to45 | (Amsterdam, Bertins| 4800! 50 |Sth. Metropolitan |50 0 0/10 0 0) 75 to 77 
10000} 20 |C.of London,Ash.\20 0 0/10 0 0) 262028 | Ghent, Hanover,| 15000! 10 {Surrey Consumers|l0 0 0/10 00) 14 00 
| 10000} 10 | Do., Bshares!i0 00! 4 00) 7to73 | Lille, Rotterdam, 10000' 10 | Do.,new. . . .| 5 00/10 00) 63 to7 
| 8000} 10 | Do.,newshares./10 0 0/10 0 0/124 to 134 Aix - la -Chapelle,| | 9000 50 }United General. .|50 0 0] 4 12 0) 28 to 29 
| 25000) 25 |City of Monee. 22 10 0/£7 intr.| 16 to 17 | Auten. Doncene! | (Dublin& Limerick) 
Colonial & Genera’ Frankfort-on - M., | 1000C; 10 Victoria Docks, . 
17490} 25 |Commercial . . ./95 00/10 00) 34 to36 | Haarlem, Stolberg,, | 3000! 10 | Wandsworth & 
5000) 20 |ContinentalG.&W.) 6 00/6 00 Toulouse, & Vienna | Putney. . . . .|10 00} 7 10 0) 133 to14 
| 2500; 20 {Continental Union.|29 0 0| 8 © 0! 14to16 \Impl. Mexican (L.)} 20000! 10 | Western (Limited) 
17500; 20] Do. ...... 10 00/8 00/78 3000) 40 |Independent . . . 40 0010 0 o| 62 to 63 Ashares,|10 9 0}10 0 0) 13 tol4 
5827, 5 |County & Gen.{L)| 5 00 3000} 10 | Do. ..... ./10 00) 5 00) 7to9 | 10000} 10} Do., Bshares.|5 00/10 00) 7 00 
| 2000 5 | Do., preference .| 5 9 0 3000} 20| Do. .... 2/12 10 0) 7 10 0| 13 to14 | 10000! 10 | Do., Cshares.| 3 0 O10 0 0] 5} to6 
| (Paty. Len melons’ 6886) 50 |London ..... |50 0 0/10 0 0) 65 to66 | 20000) 10 | Do., Deshares.} 1 0 0110 0 0} 14 to2 
| Nosthfleet. Wal. 5519| 25 Do., lst pref. .25 00) 6 0 0) 28t029] 8000, 5|West Ham... .|5 00/7 100) 6 100 
| | ton, & Ware. 568} 50 | Do., 2ndpref. ./50 00/6 00 6000; 5 | Do.,newshares.|; 3 @0)7 100) 3180 
| 5000) 10 —— Pal. Dist.\10 00/10 0 0/13 to134 219 50 | Do., 3rd pref. .|50 00) 6 0 0) 551 10 | WestLondon Junc- 
|| 5000) 10 “LER RS 1 00)/7 00,1 7 6 #187814) Do., 1st pref.sk| 6 00) | | _ tion (Lim.). .10 00/6 00 
| 10000! 10 | Do., preference .|10 0 0| 6 0 0/12} to13 [118287 Do., 2nd pref.sk| 5 00) 520; 10 | Do., preference .|10 00/6 00 
| ——___— ‘ ‘ eee 
| 
| Price Current. 
| | 7 iphcieeeentnite ee 
| | 
| CASTINGS.—Per Ton. GAS COALS.—Per Ton. FREIGHTS. 
Average Weight of Cast-iron Gas-pipes, per Yard. | Newcastle.—Unscreened:— Chatham and Rochester. = 6s. od 
= _ é OTK cp erecsevee ee cereeseeses 1s. 6d. to 
| | ii in. | 2 in, | 2} in, | 3 in | 4in. | Sin. | Gin. | Zin, | Sin. | 9 in. | 10 in, | 12 in. | = pcg <a ay ng 7s.0d. | Dover, Folkestne, & Ramsgte.6s.6d.to 7 O 
| 1} JS | 2) | 28 | 33 | 51 | 70 1 89 | 107 | 126 | 149 | 177 | 2081b | Dublin .......c00e- oerccvcese +-10s.to 10 6 
| Felling, North Pelton, Redheugh ed vee . by 
| Retail Prices are 5 to 10 «| | orkshire, | Wal’ and WhitwellPrimsoe., 7 3 London (from Leith). 6 
| | higher. percent. | yondon. | Glasgow. Newcastle} Wales. | — | 4 ath London (Pool).......+- 6 
| | } | Staffordshire. Burnhope, Craghead, Charlaw, Der Lowestoft and Yarmouth . 0 
1 | | | went, Edmondsley, Eighton Moor, | Portsmouth & Southampton 9 
| etl ¢ Ge 0 Ole 42 2 ae Hartlepool Pelaw, Holmside, Plymouth .........- cores 0 
315 0,2 16 6/2 12 6/3 10 0| 3 15 © | Lambton’s Gas, Lanchester Pe- | Shoreham .....++-+ss+0. 3 
| 1} and 2-inch Socket- pipes 710 0/6 0 0/6 15 0/6 15 0| 7 10 0 | law, Medomsley, Mickley, New | Whitstable. ...-.. seeeee ® 
} 2} and 3-inch ditto... 7 00!6 00/6 50/6100] 7 00 | Pelaw, Pelaw Main, Ravens- | Weymouth ........ seeee 0 
| 4 and 5-inch ditto ... 6 1001/5 10 0/5 15 0/6 0 0| 6 10 0 | worth, South Moor Pelton, South Foreign.— Per Keel :— 
} 6 inches and upwards 6 50/5 00;5 W0/5 150} 6 5 © verson, Townley Main, Tyne Ca a 
|| Retorts, lst fusion, hot blast.......,6 00; — /|5 5 0/5 100! 6 00 | Main, West Pelaw, W b mae iano etteaaes eee 
r || Ditto, 2nd ditto, cold ditto ..... 17 0 0/6 16 0/5 15 o|]6é 0 o| 7 Oo Hutton, and Witton ....+..++-++- 7 6 | Boulogne and Calais . 
Tank-plates, § thick and above..... 6 10 0/5 10 0/5 10 0}5 15 0 6 5 0 " Cadiz .....cc00- eeere 
| | | } Peareth, Ravensworth Pelaw, Wal- aa eee elder elie 
| | dridge, West Garesfield, and West = =—s_ | Gonenhagen ...........ccccccvccccece 
i WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, Brancepeth, Dean's Primrose, New ey: Fea earn 
;, ; elton, elton ut eareth, 
1 Subject to 50 per cent. Discount. | Stella, Urpeth. Washington Hut- Leqhemn. 
_ 7 —_———_— ———_____— ton, and West Leverson.......... 8 © | Rotterdam 
| Qin. | pin. l}in lin. | Qin. | jin | Ramsay’s Newcastle Cannel......+++ 20 0 —— 
| Patent Welded Tubes, trom 2 to 12feet—| s. d. | s. d.| sd. | d.|s. a. | 8. a, | Wigan Cannel (at Liverpool)......-. 17 © | Venice.......+++ " 
‘| j 10 010 i | 05 Oo 4 | Scotch Cannel :-— 
POS epesessonesonsccesosesse sence | 0 | 20 19 a3 /10 09 Boghead (at Leith)...+ se--ssseeses 80 0 ™ ‘ SUNDSINS. 
cecves | 3 6 23 s@;16;233 ol | Kirkness, best (at Burntisland)..... 28 6 Best athe. Vive-tin..@, 0000, 60.00040 68 15¢@ 
on)) 3 9 | 23 19 |1 0 | 010 | 0 8 _ | Capeldrae, Ist quality (at ditto)..... 28 6 | Cliff’s Fire-bks. (at Wortley),p.1000. 2 15 © 
es, wrought or cast..... phen anton wei @eo1rseraetsze1i322 ion | Ditto, 2nd ditto (at ditto)........... 18 6 | Ingham’s ditto (at Wortley),p.1000.. 2150 
i es, ditto irate Sisters 4461/30/26 20 16 12 Lesmahago (at Glasgow) ...+..-.+.- 29 0 | Fire-clay Retorts, p. ft. run, 5s.6d.to 0 7 0 
Bima csc BeISSiSSies ssl is |e 8} | RemGuecepe nem: 8 88 
’ SPOOR tee eats | | eee ee eece 2 d od soso ° 
—-— Sockets, Caps, Plu velinchl halide sds } ug | ins =* | Spemnees. 20 0 ban ay ste (in London), p. ton.. - + 
ae | ‘oreign 8 T,P.tOD cosereseseces 10 
| Plain Sockets. . i ; | : 4 ; ’ ; ; : : : H | is ° English Block Tin, p. ton ..... soee 85 00 
yphons, 2-quart. 135 © |14 0/183 6 (48 0 112 0 es | 27 6 Banca, p. tom.....++.-.+ eee sees 80 00 
| | Myles’ Cannel ......++« seceeceecees 23 6 | Tarred Rope Yarn, p.cwt..seseeeeee 1 00 
-~ pe 
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iron main, considering : 
gallons being found insufficient, double 


ducting the water from Pulta to Tullah, but the justices have preferred an 


that in the case of the daily supply of 6 million 
that quantity of water might be 
through the iron main ; whereas, in the case of a brick aqueduct, no 
additional supply could be obtained, unless at an expense of 15 lacs of rupees 


for the erection of a second aqueduct. The lieutenant-governor states that 
he will recommend to the Imperial Government that the machinery and mate- 
rials imported for the water supply be exempted from duty, and desires that 
the justices should endeavour to stipulate for the completion of the works 
within three years, or at most four.—. 


urkuru, 








Advertisements. 








SECOND-HAND PURIFIER WANTED. 
B% of CAST IRON, not less than 
100, or more than 150 feet superficial, with cover, 
grids, and screw-bolts complete, and in good condition, 
and with or without connexions. 
Any one having such to dispose of will please quote 
the price asked to Mr. T. G. BARLOW, 42, Parliament 
Street, WESTMINSTER, and say where it may be in- 
spected, and can be delivered. 


T° BE SOLD, a Wrought-Iron An- 
NULAR CONDENSER, a WROUGHT-IRON 
SCRUBBER, with three shelves, both 10 feet high; 
TWO PURIFIERS, 8 ft. by 4, by 3 {t.deep; STATION- 
METER, to pass 2000 per hour, complete, with 5-inch 
valves, by-passes, and connexions. 

Also a SIX-INCH GOVERNOR, with by-pass, and 
__. IRON CIRCULAR TAR TANK, 7 ft. by 
4 ft. 6 in. 

The whole erected last year, and have been in use 
about nine months. Also several hundred yards of 6, 
5, and 4-inch MAIN PIPES. 

Apply at the Aldershot Gas and Water Company’s 
Office, Bank Street, ALDERSHOT. 


TO GAS COMPANIES AND CONTRACTORS, 


Fo SALE, 4 Purifiers, 9 ft. square 

by 2 ft. deep, with hydraulic centre-valve, by- 
pass valves, and 6-in. connexions, vertical condensers, 
with by-pass, scrubber, and washer; also a STATION- 
METER and GOVERNOR. The whole of the above 
are being removed to make room for larger apparatus, 
sendered, necessary by the rapidly increasing business 
of the Company. : : 
For further particulars, apply to Mr, A. C. FRASER, 
Manager, Gas- Works, COLCHESTER. 
Gas Company’s Office, Colchester, 

Aug. 14, 1866. 


TO GAS COMPANIES AND ENGINEERS, 
T° be Disposed of, by the Falmouth 

Gas, Coal, and Coke Company, Limited, a Cast- 
Iron GASOMETER-TANK, 45 ft. diameter by 14 ft. 
deep, in excellent condition—estimated weight about 
78 tens; together with the bolts and nuts, belt-hoops, 
&e., belonging thereto. Now lying at Penryn, very 
co! ient for shipment or delivery by railway. 

Also with the above, or separately, the Framing and 
Angle Iron Curbs for a telescope gasholder to suit the 
above tank, Also the pulleys, chains, guide-wheels, 
bars, &c. 

Application to be made to Mr. W. Wan, Secretary 
to the Company, Falmouth, Cornwall. 
Dated Falmouth, June 23, 1866, 


BRIGHTON AND HOVE GENERAL GAS COMPANY, 
SALE OF NEW SHARES. 


ESSRS. WILKINSON & SON have 
been instructed by the Directors of the Brighton 
and Hove General Gas Company, in pursuance of the 
provisions of the Company’s Act, 1866, and of a resolu- 
tion of the prorrietors to raise an additional share 
capital of £20,000, to offer for sale by PUBLIC AUC- 
TION, on THURSDAY, the Ist day of November next, 
at Three o’clock in the afternoon precisely, at their Sale 
Rooms, No. 168, North Street, Brighton, 500 NEW £20 
SHARES in the Company, in lots of two shares each lot. 
The dividends on the shares under the Act of Pariia- 
ment are limited to 7 per cent. per annum. 
Further particulars, with conditions of sale, may be 
had ten days prior to the sale, by application to Messrs. 
ATTREE, CLARKE, and How Lett, No. 8, Ship Street, 
BRIGHTON, Solicitors to the Company; or of the Auc- 
TIONEERS, at their Sale Rooms, No. 168, North Street, 
BRIGHTON, 


SIX PER CENT. DEBENTURES. 


HE County and General Gas Con- 
sumers Company, Limited, are prepared to re- 
ceive Offers, in sums of £20 and upwards, for LOANS 
ON DEBENTURES, bearing interest at the rate of 6 

r cent, per annum, and repayable in 3, 5, or 7 years. 
Seteneet payable half yearly. 























Full particulars may be obtained on application at 
the Offices of the Company, 9, St. Benet Place, Grace- 
church Sreett, LonDoN, 

By order of the Board, 
Oct. 4, 1866. R. S. PARKER, Secretary. 


TO AMMONIA MANUFACTURERS & OTHERS. 


[HE Directors of the Independent 
Gas Company are prepared to receive Tenders 
for the AMMONIACAL LIQUOR produced at their 
Works for Twelve Months from Christmas next. 
Tenders to be sent in not later than Thursday, the 








| WANTED, a Mechanic thoroughly 





acquainted with the construction of wet and 
dry gas-meters in cast-iron and in tin-plate cases, to 
proceed abroad as REPAIRER of METERS. 
Apply to Grorce Rat, Gas-Meter Factory, 238, 
Kingsland Road, Lonpown, N.E. 


ANTED, by a young Man, 
Situation as SUB-INSPECTOR or PROVER 
in a Gas-Work, or Prover at a Gas-Meter Manufactory. 
Town or country. 
Address, J. E., 29, East Street, Kennington Road, 
LonbDon. 


w4s TED, by a young Man, a 
Situation as CLERK. Has been in gas com- 
panies offices for the last six years. 

Address, E. F., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fieet Street, E.C. 


war TED, by the Phenix Gaslight 
Company, an INSPECTOR for one of their 
districts, Persons applying for the appointment must 
have had experience in the duties of such an office, 
used to meters, gas-fittings, &c., and of courteous 
demeanour. 

Further particulars may be had by applying at the 
Office, 70, BANKsIpR&, 8.E. Applications, in candi- 
date’s own handwriting, to be made by the 24th inst., 
at Twelve o’clock. 

Oct. 15, 1866. 


TO GAS-WORK MANAGERS. 


was TED immediately, a Working 
MANAGER, for a village Gas-Work in North- 
amptonshire. All the duties appertaining to such a 
position will have to be performed by the person ap- 
pointed. He must have had the actual management of 
similar works, and be able to produce satisfactory 
testimonials from the Directors. Wages 21s. per week, 
with house, coal, and light free. 

Applicants to write themselves to Gro. Bower, St. 
Neots, HUNTS. 

















THE 


VENTNOR GAS AND WATER 
COMPANY. 
Capital £30,000, in 1500 Shares, of £20 each, 


Deposit £2 per Share on application, and £2 on 

allotment. 
DIREcTORS. 

William Bush, Ventnor. 

John Burt, Ventnor. 

Augustus F. Livesay, F.R.1.B,.A., Portsmouth. 

William Pearce, Portsea. 

George Absalom, Southsea. 


ENGINEER. 

George Garnett, C.E., Ryde. 
SoLIcITorR. 

T. Hamilton Urry, Ventnor. 


SECRETARY pro tem. 
John G. Livesay, A.1.C.E., Ventnor. 
BANKERS. 
The National Provincial Bank of England, Newport, 
I. of Wight,eand Threadneedle St., London. 


This Company, which has been incorporated by an 
Act of Parliament of the late session, has been formed 
to purchase, extend, and improve the Gas-Works and 
Water-Works at Ventnor, which have been carried on 
for many years by Mr. Augustus F, Livesay. 

The Company’s mains are nearly 10 miles in length, 
and at present supply Ventnor and Bonchurch. The 
parliamentary powers conferred upon the Company will 
enable them also to supply the principal part of the 
Undercliff. 

The undertaking being already thoroughly esta- 
blished, offers to capitalists a secure and profitable 
investment. 

Applications for Shares to be made either to the 
Solicitor or Secretary pro tem.,in the annexed form :— 


ForM OF APPLICATION FOR SHARES, 
To the Directors of the Ventnor Gas and Water 
Company. 

Gentlemen,—Having paid to your bankers a deposit 
of £2 per Share on Shares of £20 each in 
the above Company, I request you will allot me that 
number; and I hereby agree to accept such Shares, or 
any less number you may allot to me, and to pay all 
calls when due, and to execute the subscription con- 
tract when required.—I am, gentlemen, 

Name in full 





GAS MANAGER WANTED. 


ANTED, by the Maryport Gaslight 
Company, Limited, an efficient and experi- 

enced MANAGER. He will be required to reside at 
the works, and to take the entire control and manage. 
ment of the whole concern, to register the state of the 
meters each half year, to keep the books, to make out 
and collect the accounts, and to superintend and direct 
the fitting department. Number of gas consumers 
about 600; population 7000. Applicants to state salary | 
expected. Dwelling-house, gas, and coals will be proe| 
vided for the manager by the Company. | 
Applications, in the handwriting of the candidates, | 
stating age and qualifications, to be addressed to the 
CHAIRMAN of the Company. The ger appointed | 
will be required to give security. | 


TO GAS AND WATER ENGINEERS. 


ANTED, a Gentleman to take the) 
MANAGEMENT of the Gas Engineering, 
Fitting, and Hot Water Fitting Department of a house | 
in a most extensive way of business, who wish to add 
this branch to their other departments. The house 
has a small connexion of its own, but would give the 
preference $0 any one bringing a further connexion. A 
good salary, and a on all busi done | 
would be allowed, and the department would be en-| 
tirely under his control. As the position is one of 
trust and confidence, testimonials of the highest order | 
will be required. 
Address, E., JERUSALEM Correr Hovss, E.C. | 


ANTED, by the Aberdare Gas| 
RKING FOREMAN. He will! 


Company, a W 
be required to do gas-fitting, main-laying, and smith | 
work, and make himself generally useful in keeping | 
the works in repair, &c. Wages 30s, per week. | 

Applications, in own handwriting, stating age, and | 
with testimonials, to be sent to Mr. E. L. Ripeway, | 
Manager, on or before October 23rd inst. } 











| 
| 
| 














(Geet CENTRAL GAS CON.) 
SUMERS COMPANY. | 
NOTICE is hereby given that the THIRTY.| 
FIRST HALF-YEARLY ORDINARY MEETING| 
of the SHAREHOLDERS of the above Company, will | 
be held at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, on| 
FRIDAY, the 26th of October, 1866, at Six o’clock in| 
the evening precisely, to receive the Directors Report, | 
“Saw a Dividend for the half year ending June} 
The Transfer Books will be closed from hinenal 
the 18th inst., to Saturday, the 27th inst. 
R. M. Massey, Secretary. 
28, Coleman Street, London, Oct. 5, 1866. 








PPOTTENHAM & EDMONTON GAS. || 


LIGHT and COKE COMPANY. 
NOTICE is hereby given that the ANNUAL GENE-| 
RAL MEETING of this Company will be held at the 
Works, Willoughby Lane, near Park Station, Totten-| 
ham, on WEDNESDAY, the 3lst day of October inst., | 
at a quarter past Three o’clock in the afternoon pre-| 
cisely, to receive the Report of the Directors, to declare | 
a Dividend to the 30th of June last, and for the 
Election of Two Directors and an Auditor for the 
ensuing year; Messrs. William Black and James 
Brickwell being the Directors, and John Nicol the! 
Auditor, who retire by rotation, and are eligible for | 
re-election. 

The Transfer Book will be closed on Tuesday, the 

16th, until the 3lst inst.—By order of the Board, 
James RANDALL, Secretary. | 


[HE GAS-METER  ( 





COMPANY, | 
LIMITED. | 


NOTICE is hereby given that the ORDINARY | 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of this Company 
will be held at the Offices of the Company, 10, Coleman 
Street, City, London, E.C., on THURSDAY, the 25th 
day of October inst., at Twelve o’clock a.m., precisely, | 
to receive the Report of the Directors, to declare a 
Dividend to the 30th of Juve last, and for the election 
of two Directors for the ensuing year. 

Donald Fraser, Esq.,and H. P, S:ephenson, Esq., 
are the Directors who retire by rotation, and being ell- 

ible, offer themselves for re-election.—By order of the 

oard, GrEorGE Ralqt, Secretary. 

Company’s Offices, 10, Coleman Street, 

City, E.C., Oct. 10, 1866. 


(BARA GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

NOTICE is hereby given that the FIRST ORDI- 
NARY ANNUAL MEETING of this Company will be 
held at the Offices of the Company, 10, Coleman Street, 
City, on FRIDAY, the 19th of October, 1866, to receive 
the Report of the Directors, and for general purposes. 

The chair will be taken at ‘I'welve o’clock precisely. 








8th of November. Residence 
By order, Profession or Business By order of the Board, 
JaMEs B. CouLson, Date Tuomas Lyvs, Secretary. 
Haggerstone, Oct. 9, 1866. Secretary. Usual Signature 10, Coleman Street, City, Oct. 5, 1866. 














DEFRIES’S 


Price 8s. 6d. per Gallon. 


PRESERVATIVE PREPARATION, 


For the painting of Gasholders, Condensers, Purifiers, &c., and all Machinery used both in and out doors for the manufacture 
and distribution of Gas, is invaluable, as it prevents the decay and oxidation of both metals and wood. 


DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON. 
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WOLVERHAMPTON RETORT WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1840, 


JOHN EUNSON AND SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, AND MANUFACTURERS OF CLAY RETORTS, 
AND FIRE GOODS IN GENERAL, 


WOLVERHAMPTON. 
Retort Mouthpieces, Bolts, Nuts, and every description of Wrought-Iron Work. 








WALTER FORD, 


159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 


MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &c. &c. 


Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 
ary required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 
Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 





gineers, Gas Fitters, &c. 


THE 


NEWEST DESIGNS 


LAMP-POSTS, DWARF GAS PILLARS, 
BRACKET Ss, 
LAMPS, LANTERNS, &c., 





cation to 


TURNER & ALLEN, 


IRONFOUNDERS, ENGINEERS, &c., 
201, UPPER THAMES STREET. 


WALKERS 











. GAS-VALVES. 






TOWN MAIN 
PRESSURE GAUCE 








TUBE FROM OUTLET 
MAIN TOTOWN TO 

TO PRESSURE 
GAUGE ABOVEA 





To Gas Companies, Gas En-| 


Will, upon receipt of particulars, be forwarded free, on appli- 


| GAS-METER WORKS, CROSSCAUS WAY, 


M 


Ki2kE woop CANNEL COAL. 
This Coal is fargely used in the Gas-Works at 
Glasgow, Paisley, Port Glasgow, Edinburgh, Leith, 
and many other towns throughout Scotland. It yields 
10,648 cubic feet per ton; illuminating power, 27°55 

} standard candles; coke per ton, 9 cwt. 83 lbs. Railway 
| communication from the pits (at Coatbridge) to all parta 
| of the country; ports of shipment in Firths of Forth 
| or Clyde, 
For quotations, &e., apply to Mr. Joun MACDONALD, 

68, St. Vincent Street, GLAsGow. 


EDMUND SMITH, 
GRASBROOK, HAMBURG, 


would respectfully call the attention of engineers 
and managers of gas-works to his Newly Improved 
GAS-METER, patented 1862 in England, and the 
principal parts of the Continent. 
Price-lists and tenders for gas-meters, experimental 
station-meters, experimental holders, governors, puri- 
fiers, gasholders, pressure-gauges, gas and water fit- 

| tings, &c., are forwarded on application. 


H*? 








NATURAL 
RATED OXIDE of IRON 


constantly on Sale. Apply to 


MARTYN DENNIS AND CO., 
LIVERPOOL. 










EONI’S Patent Adamas 

GAS-BURNERS are entirely free 

from liability to Corrosion, Injury from 

| Heat, or danger of Fraction, and are un- 

alterable in the dimensions of their Aper- 

tures. Uniformity in the consumptionof 

| gas is obtained by the process of manufac- 
| ture, which insures that 

| the burners shall be pre- 

| cisely similar in pattern, 

Net Cash Price, 8s. per gross. 

Patentee and Sole Manufacturer, S. Lront, 34, St. 

| Paul Street, New North Road, Lonpon, N. 


THOMAS LAMBERT & SON, 


SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON. 


CARTER’S SAFETY GAS-VALVES, 
Made to suit every Description of Fittings. 
Section of Valve open, 











| 





Manufacturers of 
WROUGHT-IRON PIPES AND FITTINGS, 
SLUICE-VALVES anv STOP-COCKS, 
STOCES, TAPS, & DIES, 
CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, &c, 


PATENT MERCURIAL GAS-REGULATORS. 
D. GRANT & CO., 
GAS=-METER MANUFACTURERS 
(Stamped according to the Sale of Gas Act). 
STATION-METERS ANY SIZE, 
PHOTOMETERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, 
PRESSURE-GAUGES, &c. 

Price List on application. 


EDINBURGH. 
ARSIDE’S Registered Tube-Vice 


and improved Main Drilling Clips may be had 
from the maker. 
For drawings and prices apply to SAMUEL GARSIDE, 
Gate Field Iron-Works, ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE. 


TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES. 


R. W. H. BENNETT, having had 

considerable experience in matters connected 
with Gas, Water, and Sanitary Improvement, begs to 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfec- 











A—Aboveground Screw Gas-Valve, with improved Indicator, to show when open and shut. 
Underground Screw Gas-Valve, for shallow Street-Mains, made with or without an Indicator. 
Internal Rack-Valve, with wrought-iron Pinions and machine-cut Teeth. 


inary Rack and Pinion-Valve, with strong, undamageable Racks and Pinions—made as shown, 
or boxed up for Street-Mains. 


Regulating Indicating Column and Valve, for governing the supply of Gas to the Town, 








tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PROVI- 
SIONAL PROTECTION, whereby their invention ma 
be secured for Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. 

Patents 1, or pr ded with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident 
in the country to visit London. 

Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 
Information as to cost, &c., supplied g y 
upon application to the advertiser, 42, Parliament 





éorit. 








LITTLE SUTTON STREET, LONDON, EC. 


| ee 
— 





Street, WESTMINSTER. [Office of the JouRNAL OF 
Gas LieuTINa, &c.) 



































| 
| 
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} 
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FULLERTON, SON, & CO., ABBEY MOUNT WORKS, EDINBURGH, 


MANUFACTURERS OF THE 


IMPROVED WET GAS-METER, TIN-PLATE DRY GAS-METER ; 














ALSO THE 


PATENT CAST-IRON CASED DRY GAS-METER, 


Which is very durable, and, from its simplicity in construction, can be repaired by any meter repairer or fitter. The 
greatest care is taken in selecting and preparing the leather for the diaphragms ; also in mixing the metals for the valves. 


G25 See “ Practical Mechanic’s Journal,” Dec. 1, 1865; also, p. 711 ‘“ Journat or Gas Licutine,” Sept. 18, 1866. 


EJ & J. PEARSON 
DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, 


STOURBRIDGE, 


PROPRIETORS OF 


BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 








LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 





PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from } in. to 6 in. bore. 
STOCKS, TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCKS, WATER-GAUGES, &. 
PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES, 


For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c, 


LONDON WAREHOUSE-N? 66, QUEEN STREET, E.C. 


N. DEEFRIESS 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERS, 





ee THREE DIAPHRAGMS & ROTARY VALVES, 
Ry : UNIVERSALLY USED IN ENGLAND AND THE COLONIES. 





wlll ! 

(|) 

The MOST LIBERAL ALLOWANCE for WET GAS-METERS 
in EXCHANGE for DRY. 


WORKS: DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD. 


lin 








|CAST-IRON PIPES, RETORTS, AND GENERAL CASTINGS. 


Lowest current prices, quoted either f. 0. b., or delivered in the Thames, on application to 


THE MANAGER, MILTON IRON-WORKS, WEST HARTLEPOOL. 





'| gasholders. 


EDWARD COCKEY & SONS, 
IRON-WORKS, FROME SELWOOD, 
PATENT GAS-VALVES. \&~38 

A PRIZE MEDAL acl 


WAS AWARDED TO THE PATENTEES AT THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 1862. 








These Valves are formed of two cylinders, working one on the other horizontally, having their faces ground perfectly gas 
tight. 
They are adepted either as central valves, for two, three, or four purifiers—as bye-passes—or as inlet and outlet-valves for 


They have been fixed in some of the most important Gas-Works in the Kingdom, for more than eight years. Consider- 


ably over two hundred of them are now in use, and the most satisfactory reports of their advantages continue to be received. 








They are simple in construction, and not liable to get out of repair, and if in course of time the faces should leak, they -~s 
easily re-ground and made as tight as ever, without removal from their positions. Each Valve is fitted with an index, whic 
shows to the person in charge of the Works in what direction the gas is passing. 























Frome, January 20, 1866. 
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||FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, 
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GAS & GENERAL ENGINEERING OFFICES, 
53 FREDERICK STREET, EDINBURGH. 


R. JOHN ROMANS, Civil and 


Practical Engineer, may be consulted at the 
above address on all matters pertaining to Gas-Works, 
Water-Works, and other Engineering questions, 

Plans and Specifications Furnished, Works Erected 
and Repaired, or taken on Lease for a term of years. 

Mr. Romans is also agent in Edinburgh for supplying 
High-Classed Scottish Cannel lCoalandFire-Clay Goods. 


| FRASER'S PATENT RIBBED CAST- 
| IRON RETORTS are being introduced at the 
| Gas-Works, Derby, Shrewsbury. Portsea, Nottingham, 
| Syston, Whitwick, Barrow-in-Furness, Seaham, Ris- 
|borough, Leighton, Loughborough, Corwen, Castle 
Donnington, Kegworth, Royston, Woking, Swadlincote, 
Rugby, Carlow in Ireland, Stornoway, N.B.; also at 
Gibraltar and Montreal, &c. 











Apply to Mr. A. C. FRASER, Gas-Works, 
CoLCHESTER. 
XIDE OF IRON, 


We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRE, 


Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 
| extensive Gas Companies, and which has given entire 
| satisfaction. 


FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 





INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862. CLASS X. 


PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“* HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 


ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 


THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 


E. BAKER & CO., 
24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W. 








FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES 
of all dimensions. 

GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 

GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns. 
ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS. 

GRATE BACKS in various designs. 

Contracts ewlered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 
naces, &c. 

Shipments on the shortest notice. 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 
&e. 


. &e. 
SCOTSWOOD FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 

NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 

Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks,and every 

description of Fire-Clay Goods. 


ARRIS and PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OF 

BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 

MANUFACTURERS OF 











&C, 
AMBLECOTE Fire CLAY AND BRick Works, 
STOURBRIDGE, 

Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 

NB A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches. 

D's, 1612, 15x14, 20% 16, 1618. 


ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from 3 in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards, 





Also, 
INDIA-RUBRER BAGS for Gas-Matns. 
WASHERS for Gas and STEAM JOINTS. 
VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for STzEAM-ENGINES. 
PACKING (Roll or Sheet) for STEAM-ENGINES, 
STRAPS (Rubber and Canvas) for Drivine Ma- 
CHINERY. 
HOSE-PIPES to convey Hot or Cop WaTER. 
COKE-HOSE, made specially for rough usage. 
GAUGE GLASS RINGS and WASHERS. 
SUCTION and DELIVERY HOSE-PIPES for 
Pumps, Figg-ENGINES, BREWERIES, and FAcToORY 


Purposes, 
BRASS JETS, STOP-COCKS, SPREADERS, and 
Union ConnectinG-JuINTs fitted to ditto. 
Illustrated Price-Lists on application. 


JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 
GOSWELL MEWS, anv 266, GOSWELL ROAD, 





Trade Mark. THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 
Taz ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awarpEp 


7) ror TUBES anv FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE, 
WareEnovusEe—81, UPPER GROUND ST., LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 


W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, 
$1, BANKSIDE, LONDON, 5&.E. 
Socket, FLaANct, HoT-WATER PIPES, AND ALL 
CoNNEXIONS; RetTortTs, HYDRAULIC Main, Lamp- 
Cotumns, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CAST- 
INGS AND WrovuGHutT-IRnoN-WorK FoR GAS AND 
WATER-WORKS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 
N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 
punctually attended to the same day. 


Bristrey IRON WORKS, 


CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 











| Manufactory for every description of Casting and 


Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nexions of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
P Office in London, Mr. E. M. Perkins, 78, Lombard 
treet. 








LONDON, E.C. 














ee 





BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
J SUGG and CO., late ALBERT 


@ KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 
Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 
draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very superior quality of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 

Communications, addresssed to J. SuGG and Co., 
GuHEnT, will receive immediate attention. 


JAMES M‘KELVIE, 


CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 
HAYMAREET, 
EDINBURGH. 








Established 1840. 
OBERT MACLAREN and 


co. 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, , 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. G 1 Ironfounders, Gas En- 
gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 


Gas-Meter Manufacturer, 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE, 


EDINBURGH. 
BEST AND HOBSON, 
LATE 
ROBERT BEST, 

100, CHARLOTTE STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
Manufacturers of 
CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, 
Brass and Iron Gas-Fittings, Steam and Water-Cock s 
&c., &e. 

Also, 

PATENT WELDED IRON TUBES, 

For Gas, Steam, Water, and other purposes, 

GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
High-pressure Water-Valves and Cocks, &c., &c. 
Piumbers Brassfoundry, 

Brass, Copper, COMPOSITION, AND LEAD TUBES. 
Works: Birmingham, and Great Bridge, Staffordshire. 

















LFRED PENNY, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
WENLock IRON Works, 
21 & 22, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 


Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. He also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 


773. 





FREDERICK RICHARDS, 
CONSULTING AND GENERAL ENGINEER. 
WILMSLOW, CHESHIRE. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimates made for New 
| or the Alteration of existing Gas-Works. 
Gas-Works leased, or Estimates given for the Ma- 
nufacture of Gas per Contract for a term of years. 
Manchester Office: 8, Cateaton Street. 





GAS COAL. 


ESSRS. RICHARD EVANS & CO., 


Haydock Collieries, near St. Helen’s, are pre- 
pared to SUPPLY their best GAS COAL to Gas Com- 
panies on favourable terms. 

This Coal is extensively used by some of the largest 
Gas Companies in the Kingdom. 
It produces 9,400 cubic feet of 17-candle power, and 
yields 13 cwt. of coke per ton, 


jp Ames NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, IONDON,5.E., 


Derét for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
CARPENTER’S Improved Wood 
. 


SIEVES for Gas-Purifiers. 
Works: 14, John Street, Pentonville Road, Lonpon, N. 











The above sieves are used by the principal gas com- 
panies in London and the country. Their utility, 
durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
perior to all others. 

Testimonials from engineers who have tested 
their qualities forwarded on application. 

All orders punctually attended to, and estimates 
given if required. 





R. G. W. STEVENSON, C.E., F.G.S., 


(for the last 10 ag Engineer to the Corpora- 
tion of Halifax), may be consulted upon all matters 
connected with the construction of gas-works, and the 
manufacture and supply of gas; also upon the con- 
struction of water-works and the supply of water to 
towns; and also in respect to the sewerage of towns, 
| and sanitary works generally. 
| Offices, Waterhouse Street, Hatirax, and 14, Park 
| Street, WesTMINSTER. 
| 


ATHELS’S Patent Four-Way Disc 
GAS-VALVES, applied to lurifiers, Gasholders, 

or other apparatus, save from ONE-HALF to Two- 
THIRDS the number of ordinary Valves and Connexions. 
They are simple, strong, and duradle; and having no 
und faces or rubbing surfaces, cannot get set fast 
owever long they may remain unmoved. The direc- 
tion in which the Gas is passing can also be seen ata 
ce. 
Descriptive Circular, Prices, &c., furnished on ap- 
plication to the Manufacturers, Messrs. Gurst and 
CuRimes, ROTHERHAM. 


J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 
GAS ENGINEERS, 
MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 











AND 
JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 


GAMUEL CUTLER, Gasholder 
MAKER and CONTRACTOR 
For Tanks, Roofs, Purifiers, Condensers, Erection 
and Alteration of Works and every description of 
Gas APPARATUS. 
Provipence Iron Works, 
MILL WALL, POPLAR. LONDON, E. 
Main Laying and Gas-Works erected complete. 


WALTER MABON & CO., 


Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 
FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 
PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 


WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDERS. 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 











J. STRACHAN, 
CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 
68, KING’S ROAD, READING, 
Having had many years experience in the adjustment 
and regulation of the supply of gas to public lamps, 
begs to offer his services to Gas Companies, Corpora- 
tions, or Boards of Health, on reasonabie terms. ' 
Contracts taken for laying mains, general repaire, 





Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 


and extension of gas-works. 
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NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 


THE BUSINESS OF 


WILLIAM SUGG, ! 


GAS ENGINEER, 


is removed to his New Factory, 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, 


REGENT STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


WATER AND GAS PIPES, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CASTINGS. 


CLARIDGE, NORTH, AND COMPANY, 


PHG@NIX FOUNDRY, BILSTON. 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


AKAD ox MOUTH PIECE 











-~ 














KING BROTHERS beg especially to can the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, whicr are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE 
FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IM FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning, a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. 


Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.’ 





IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


FOR TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e. 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


W. Cc. HOLMES & CO, 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 


WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION :— 
Puans, SprecrFicaTions, and Prices of GAS APPARATUS; 


Puans, Sprcirications, and Estimates of the requisite BUILDINGS for each size of Apparatus ; 








Pians of the IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSERS ; 
Puans of the COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 


LONDON OFFICES—56, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 
*,* Please address letters to the Works at Huddersfield. 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 









W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY 

beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 

The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent, 

Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. co 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & 0U.— 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 


N.B.—Zzport orders continue to have prompt attention. — 
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TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 






oo Crysta] Q NOTICE OF REMOVAL IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE LATE FIRE. 
a oa J. DEFRIES AND SONS, 
a? % Gas Engineers, and Manufacturers of 


CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU Chandeliers ; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN LIGHTS; 
VESTIBULES, and every description of Gas-Fittings. 


Temporary Show-Rooms:—16 & 17, COMMERCIAL STREET, WHITECHAPEL, 
Five Minutes Walk from their late Establishment, 147, HOUNDSDITCH. 





J. D. & SONS beg most respectfully to inform Gas Companies and the Trade that their CITY 
SHOW-ROOMS are now complete with every description of Lighting Mediums, including Registered 
Designs of Medizval Gas-Fittings, Crystal, Bronzed, Ormolu, and Electro-Plated Chandeliers, Brackets, 
Vestibule-Lights, Bronzed and Gilt Statuettes. 
Special Designs prepared in perfect accordance with architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished 

for the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music-Halls, and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 

GAS-MOONS of the Newest Designs. 
The PATENT GAS-REGULATOR and PURIFIER reduced to Gs. Gd. per dozen. Pattern- 
Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and Ormolu Chandeliers for 1865-66 are now complete. 
Works: LONDON and BIRMINGHAM. 

The CRYSTAL CEILING, with Ventilating Apparatus, manufactured by J. Defries and Sons for 
the Strand Musie-Hail, 





ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 
SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, S.E. 


GEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER. 
, OFFICES REMOVED TO 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, CHARING CROSS. 

















Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the manufacture of Gas and the construction 


of Works. 
PATENTEE & MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 














RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 
STATION GOVERNORS in which the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accidents. 
| A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letter-press on the construction of Works, 
|post free, 2s. 6d. 
“ The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his pamphlet refers.” —Artizan. 
JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, 
THE ORIGINAL 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS. 
Near LEEDS, 
MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 
OM FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES, 
Lonpon AGENT: 
MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
— Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross 
Where is always kept a Stock of Fm tey Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
ain- Pipes, 
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>) THE 


GAS- METER: ‘COMPANY, Lrurrep, 


A.’ ANGUS: CROLL, C.E., Chairman. 
a mar. Maxaastie ! -DyRAGEOR: ec =G. BARLOW, C.E., Comammne _— 


CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, 


(invented. — Patented: ‘in? 1644; since: which time 200,000 of these Meters. have’ been 
Ys ary" ‘7 manufactured by Mr. CROLL,) * 
Obtained! PRIZE MEDAL the EXHIBITIONS ‘of London, 1851, of New York, 1853, and Paris, 1855. 


‘PROVED .in .1858, 
And, was patiew at, theINTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of 1862, the PRIZE MEDAL for 


“GOOD CONSTRUGLIION and SOUND WORKMANSHIP.” 


Now’ manufactured by* the GAS:ME’ GOMPANY;, LIMITED, KINGSLAND. ROAD, LONDON; and, for, the 
purpose of obtaining greater accuracy in all its. 3 parts¥the 1 most perfect machinery has been adopted, ‘‘ By which the construction 
of the Meter is much simplified, while its liability to) get. out of order is diminished.” (See report of T. G. Bartow, Esq., C.E.) 










—, 
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ALEXANDER: WRIGHT, 
55° and 55a, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S$. W., 


MANUFACTURER OF 
COMPEN SATING..&.OTHER WET & IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material-and: workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
. STATION- METERS & GOVERNORS, 
WRIGHTS REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR; 
STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 
Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other’kinds of Pressure-Gauges ; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 
EXPERIMENTAL TESTING APPARATUS, 
Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 


AND HEATING POWER OF FUEL TESTS, IMPROVED ALKALIMETER, EXPERTMENTAL METERS 
AND GOVERNORS, ‘MINUTE CLOCKS, &e., &e., ‘ , 


“ANALYSIS OF GAS FOR PRACTICAL MEN,” a 


New and Enlarged Edition, with ‘‘ Gas-Meter Testing under.Sales of Gas Act,” p.p. 25.Stamps. 


RK LAIDLAW & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS 
Alliance Foundry, 147, East Milton Street, and Barrowfield Tron-Works, 


GLASCGOW; 
and aT SIMON SQUARE, EDINBURGH ; 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
STATION & CONSUMERS METERS, ALL SIZES; 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, ror GAS, WATER, & STEAM; CAST-IRON RETORTS & PIPES, 








GASHOLDERS; 
GOVERNORS, SLIDE-VALVES, &e. ; 


Contractors for Gas-Works of any Magnitude. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 
LONDON ESTABLISHMENT—190, STRAND. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 


invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 


being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS ‘CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
EMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 

CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
2D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 

for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 

Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 











HYDRAULIC MAINS, CONDENSERS, WASHERS, SCRUBBERS, FURISTERS, & TANKS.| 


WROUGHT & CAST IRON ROOFS & HOUSES. 


PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, BI-SSULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, THOMPSON’S BROMINE 











Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. | 
_\r Pattern Books with every ae of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &e., with sts Book of Prices, 12s. | 
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